CAH674 Reading & Writing Gender

WOMEN AND MODERNISM: overview so far

What talked about last week was a range of disparate things – form mainly, the breakdown of form - the fascination with the mind - the introduction of  new ways of seeing things – the desire for stability and the sense of loss (for men) the possibility of difference for the women.

Yellow Wallpaper and lost romance plot – writing the self and the unstable narrator – the relation of changed plot and changed idea of self.

FREUD

A major influence – impression of Freud Deep love and new possibilities. 

What she says in section 8 – HUMAN and deep echoes within (gets away from the binarism of victorian thinking – men and women/ civilised and savage/ child and adult/ mind and body/ living and dead) 

The need for something solid – expressed again all experiencing this loss own myself

HD reject of historical sequence and the idea of objective truth

Age and youth – significance Freud himself – not a heal-all

Eros and Death freud’s eternal preoccupations 

He didn’t want to say they were wrong he wanted only to show them the way and show them that others had imposed ideas on them that might eventually prove destructive…

Freud not as scientist but as artist – Orpheus enlivening sticks and stones of dead memory

From Bauer – human is basically bisexual

Hysteria and uncanny – the womb the red room the attic room the enclosed space that occurs in so many women’s texts – the awareness that form is to be interpreted not a given (Mrs Brown is different from her house) 

The familiar is also the threatening melancholia becomes mania

Trauma and the war and neuroses (Beyond the pleasure principle) Repetition and the body sustaining self through organic impulses not living through the ego – the significance of play & the place of art.

Theories that are liberating precisely BECAUSE they emerge on the back of Victorian ideas. Enable the fragmentary and fractured works that characterise the feminine in our culture. BUT both men and women can suffer such anxieties.

Profession for women – repetition of killing the angel and the emphasis on the body

Room

Avoidance of hysteria = emphasis on play

How does this fit in with Woolf – Room and others?

