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Tutor’s Comments


	First Tutor’s Comments 

Introduction 
Very good. Provides the context and locates the study focus.

Literature review 
Engagement with literature is broad, critically informed and relevant. Balanced consideration of different climate crisis viewpoints is evident that underpins increasing public awareness/calls for political action (Friday’s for Future Movement) to combat the impact of humanity upon the planet/biodiversity. Theory of Change provides an underpinning theoretical framework for the study, though (whilst ambitious) Figures 9 & 10 are also complex. Experiential learning theory might also have considered the seminal work of Dewey, Experience and Education, though critical engagement with Kolb is informed and Fig.13 clearly demonstrates how RSPB activities engage children and link to theory and Table 4 acknowledges the influence of external variables. Critical engagement with the existing range of tools to measure connection to nature (Table 5) is limited by word count.

Methodology 
The study demonstrates a clear understanding of research alignment justifying methodological decisions against ontological and epistemological positions. The study does well to negotiate the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic whilst making transparent decisions that allowed it to continue. Research methods are clearly rationalised and limitations noted (eg. English as a 2nd language participants). 

Results 
There is clear evidence of logical and analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis and strong justification is provided for the choice of methodologies to gather data. Quantitative data analysis is rigorous though the inclusion and fuller discussion of primary data from participants in phase 1 and 2 would have been valuable eg. in discussing data from Q1A provide more detail in relation to the thematic analysis of contact, compassion and emotion as the top three themes used when explaining a connection to nature with beauty, action and age being used the least. 

Discussion 
A balanced and literature informed discussion that demonstrates an understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline. Where required the researcher has acted originally addressing concerns and has implemented tasks at a professional level.

Conclusion 
Robust conclusions are drawn.


General comment 
The study demonstrates originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline. Where required the researcher has acted originally addressing concerns and has implemented tasks at a professional level.
The study clearly demonstrates the qualities and transferable skills necessary for postgraduate-level employment in circumstances requiring sound judgement, personal responsibility and initiative in complex and unpredictable professional environments. These include, the independent learning ability for continuing professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences of a professional nature, the ability to initiate and complete tasks to a professional level, fluency of expression (very odd grammatical error eg. pp.23, 66) and effectiveness in presentation and organisation.


	Second Tutor’s comments
Introduction
Strong introduction and clearly defined terms provided a solid foundation for the thesis.
Consider integrating more recent sources, particularly for significant issues like the climate crisis mentioned in the introduction.

Literature Review
Demonstrated high engagement with wide range of literature, accurately supporting arguments with multiple references. Offered a detailed critical analysis of concepts in the literature review including behaviour change models, effectively linking them to the study while highlighting contrasts between theories. More attention needed highlighting gaps in tools to measure a child's CtN, as this is a primary focus of the thesis (following on from the table). Strong contribution to knowledge through proposal of an innovative behaviour change model which combined several models and was clearly illustrated and explained. 

Methodology
Well justified methodological decisions considering ontological perspectives. The research methods were clearly outlined with phases and limitations were considered. A complex methodology was implemented, and analysis performed at a professional level, solving problems along the way, showing good adaptations to unpredictable situations. A clearer outline of what the experiential learning entailed for the pre-post section would have been useful.

Results/ Findings/Discussion
Demonstrated proficiency in accurate statistical analysis and effective use of appropriate media for communication and analysis was observed. While the discussion in Phase 2 of results was engaging, interpreting the results and comparing them with other studies could have further enhanced the the discussion's depth. Also, a more critical discussion of data from phase 1 and 2 would have been valuable linking to the themes derived from qualitative analysis.

Conclusion
Excellently applied theories to the study's context; however, revisit their application within the discussions and conclusion for greater coherence. Conclusion should reflect on the significance of the findings in relation to Chapter 2's content to improve alignment within the thesis.

General comment
Knowledge and critical awareness in the field was commendable, particularly highlighted through the literature review and application of knowledge in addition to your statistical analysis. However, interpreting the results and comparing them with other studies could have further enhanced the demonstration of understanding. The work was coherent, well-structured, and organised. Effective use of appropriate media for communication and analysis was observed. This study excellently demonstrated practical application and transferable skills essential for postgraduate-level, undertaken in challenging circumstances.
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