


Task 2 – Research Proposal 
RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Does having Schizophrenia link directly to Crime rates? 
This topic is an interest of mine and how someone with schizophrenia changes the mind and can it cause somebody to commit crime. I also chose this topic as it is a serious problem facing modern society and policing in the UK. It is important to ascertain if crime is caused by somebody with a mental disorder such as schizophrenia and what circumstances leads them to think about crime. This allows me to ultimately understand if it is worthy as mental health is a very topical and linking it to crime shows that I am thinking how schizophrenia effects the overall choices and decision made by that person. This topic can easily acquire information such as questionnaires and interviews. This is worthy of an undergraduate dissertation because it allows me to critically analyse how people with schizophrenia are more or less likely to commit crime. It will also allow me to properly understand if people with schizophrenia commit crime as a direct result of alcohol or drugs. Mental Health is often looked down upon, but it is important to understand if mental health is a factor. 
 
 
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
I will have an overall aim of my question which is the overarching area that I want to discuss. I will then have 4 objectives that will help to analyse and evaluate more complex ideas within this question. This helps to further expand the knowledge and understanding of the complex nature of this question topic. The overall objective of these aims and objectives are to understand what schizophrenia is and how it can link to crime as well as looking at the consequences of schizophrenia and crime. 
Aim: To find out if people with Schizophrenia commit crime and to look for links that they could commit crime.  
  
Objective 1: Identify cases of Schizophrenia and find a link with crime figures.  
  
Objective 2:  Explore if people with Schizophrenia start committing crime from alcohol and drugs use 
  
Objective 3: Evaluate solutions that can be put into place to help people with Schizophrenia get help to stop committing crime. 
 
Objective 4: Evaluate if people with Schizophrenia are criminals or victims. 
 
THEORETICAL CONTEXT: 
Throughout this dissertation I will use a number of different key literature as part of my research. These will include textbooks, journal articles, government reports and reliable websites such as GOV.UK and College of Policing. This will be with a short bibliography of these relevant sources. This helps to give evidence to help support my arguments and to provide literature that is relevant and reliable to this topic question. I will ask questions that allows for analysis and a detailed evaluation of my topic. such as what is schizophrenia? What is the link between these conditions and the crime rates? Does schizophrenia start from alcohol and drugs? I will find reliable information that helps to answer these questions. It is important to include online resources as well as independent research in order to find provide a variety of options and opinions based on different reliable information. Some of the reliable sources that will be used in as research are (National Institute on Drug Abuse, 2020). This source highlights the link there between recognised Mental Health disorders and drug abuse and crime, providing an overall analysis of the link they share. According to Vinkers, Beurs, Barendregt, et al. (2011) there are also a direct correlation between some mental health disorders and certain crimes. An example of this would be theft and drugs and alcohol. Another source used to find this common link is (Halle, Tzani-Pepelasi, Pylarinou et al, 2020). 
 
 
Summary of Research Methods 
For this research I will use physical resources like books, journals, and reports, searching for online resources through Google Scholar, the library system, Browzine and so on. I will also conduct independent research to help explain and describe the topic at hand. This would include making a questionnaire for the general public to answer questions relating to this topic. Independent research is really important as it can show better analysis and can help to provide different opinions instead of what is online for everybody to see. This would be completed through the online survey tool survey monkey or Microsoft forms. Survey Monkey is not as reliable as Microsoft Forms due to them asking for payment after asking so many questions in the questionnaire. Comparing this to Microsoft forms which is free to use and also produces graphs and pie charts to help present and show the evidence found. I will use quantitative and qualitative data throughout. An example of quantitative data is data that requires the use of numbers such as statistics, so I could use the amount of questionnaire participants there were and how different the responses are, which can then help to give you percentages. Qualitative data is data that helps to better evaluate. This is because it can encourage participants to explain their perspectives, this creates different points of views and differing opinions depending on the persons experience and life events. These research methods are the most effective tools I can use to get various of views and remain unbiased in my approach. Being unbiased is important as being biased can create controversy and the ultimate aim to ensure that there is very little controversy and that an understanding of the issues is given respectfully. 
Summary of Sampling Framework 
I would require the general public to answer a questionnaire to help research my topic question providing their opinions to help build a better analysis of this research topic. This is helping to gauge the perspectives of the general public in result of this issue I would be addressing. A questionnaire would help as it would enable me to analyse the similarities and differences in the opinions of this matter and how different members of the general public see this matter. It can create an overall understanding and helps me to avoid having a biased argument regarding this subject matter.  
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