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Spenser, The Faerie Queene, Book I


1. The general character of The Faerie Queene
0. Nationalistic politics
0. Protestant religiosity
0. Humanist summation of mythology
0. Literary anatomy of the imagination

1. Generic character
1. “Heroical poetry”’ (Sidney, Defence of Poesy)
1. Epic
1. Homer, The Iliad
1. Virgil, The Aeneid
1. Romance epics such as Ariosto’s Orlando furioso
1. Chivalric / Arthurian romance

1. Spenser’s intention and the letter to Raleigh
2. ‘Letter to Sir Walter Raleigh’ in the 1590 edition, at the end of Book III

1. The Faery Queen and the poem’s absent centre
3. Political significance
0. The proposed marriage of Gloriana and Arthur, whom Malory described as ‘the once and future king’, is a symbolic wedding of ancient British myth, legend and lineage with the reigning queen, but it is envisaged, a future-oriented gap which is never realised in the work as we have it.
3. Religious significance
1. The Faery Queen as a religious symbol of the unrepresentable nature of the divine, the arena of divine knowledge and revelation to which no human being can have access

1. The virtue of Book I
4. The legend of St George
4. The Book of Revelation

1. Reading the virtues allegorically
5. Moral
0. Psychological
0. Spiritual
0. Prudentius, Psychomachia
5. Historical
1. History of the true Church
1. The Reformation
5. Allegoresis
5. Allegory as:
3. a vertically organized spatial hierarchy of meanings
3. simultaneous signifying multiple meaning - polysemy



Spenser, The Faerie Queene, Books I, II & III
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