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The idea that a person could be drawn to life of crime due to their genetics, though it potentially may have some backing in research and evidence, it seems far more plausible that it is the environment and conditions that we have exposed to us which dictates the path that we follow. For example, if you are brought up in a family who are active offenders who seem to be constantly in and out of prison, you may become desensitised to the idea of crime being a poor lifestyle (OJJDP, 1993) As a society, we are all equally guilty of perpetually praising the cycle of getting good grades, going off to university before landing a good job and settling down. Although this for some may seen like a perfect life, there are and will be many of whom cannot attain this dream due to social or personal factors such as poverty (Cuthbertson, P, 2018) 
With the fantasy of status and power being what we typically associate with success, this sends a preconceived notion to those without this opportunity that they will feel like less successful, second-rate citizens. According to Professor Robert Walker of Texas, “shame and stigma experienced by people in poverty leads to social exclusion, limited social capital, low self-worth, and a lack of agency that could all serve to prolong poverty.” Walker, R, 2014) This shines a light on how a negative association affects those who find themselves in a poverty-esq circumstances.
People who have less opportunities compared to most seem to be the ones in which are targeted by society as the ones who create the issue and therefore must be the root of the problem whereas in actuality they are the victim of a flawed perception perpetrated by the public.
These kinds of ideals can be found from the Social Strain Theory by an American sociologist Robert Merton, who made the point that those who could not meet or match the goals that society established were far more likely to rebel to deviancy (Nickerson, C (2021)  This draws attention to the point of how those with less financial stability or security are being failed by the government through negative connotations and in some brutal cases, sweeping generalisations through stereotypes. The preconceived notion that someone who commits crime must be poor or uneducated is not only unfair on those who may not have had the necessary support when they needed it, it also paints a target on people which shuts them out of certain aspects or walks of life (Garside, R, 2020) This issue can just as easily become present for households which the children do not have a safe or competent role model to shape them into a safe member of society.
An unfortunate but common expression that comes up when you look into these types of issues is ‘the rich get richer and the poor get prison’ which refers to the idea, flawed as it may be, that if you are hail from a less affluent area or family, you are far mire likely to turn to a life of crime. Again, this mentality always deriving from this idea of some lower expectation on someone who would  be guaranteed to turn to crime under these conditions (Reiman, J and Leighton, P, 2013) 
These outlooks do not ever have backlash on the majority of the public, but reports have shown the affects made by such sweeping generalisations. According to Dr Lussier, “This evidence brings new light to data which suggests that the devastating effects of criminal justice policy are felt most strongly by those in the margins of society, such as the poor, homeless, ethnic minorities and those with mental health problems” (Lussier, C 2016)
 Due to this blanket notion of one end of the societal spectrum more likely to carry out criminal acts, over time the way people have treated others has  in some way, made a direct impact on how that person acts. If you are constantly belittled and berated as a criminal, it is far easier to act like one than it is to prove the system and judgement wrong. This then feeds into a looping issue where someone has become the very thing they were accused of in the first place. Robert Merton discovered and delivered this finding in 1948 and coined it, the ‘self-fulfilling prophecy’ (Schaedig, D, 2020) The prophecy broken down, means how a false reality becomes a potential reality due to a human psychological responses to predictions, fears, and worries associated with the future which is a long form placebo effect. With this cycle constantly spinning and so many people who could have avoided a criminal life were subjected all because of a mess from society putting everyone of the same kinds of circumstances in this hypothetical box where they essentially are segregated from the overarching general public. The most problematic issue with this sentiment is that it intentionally only targets one side of people, to the extent where it is almost implying that those who have found wealth or earnt their wealth through any means are void of being classified as criminal. 

In conclusion, the idea that someone is a criminal based on what family they are from is flawed as it is a situational or opportunistic kind of issue in which crops up. Those who suffer the most criticism are to of less fortunate backgrounds such as those from poverty. The idea of only being successful for the amount of money or real estate that you own is outdated and harmful to those in the general population. Robert Merton covers how those in society whom cannot meet the societal expectations placed unjustly upon them are far more likely to turn to a life of crime. He also explains the idea of the self-fulfilling prophecy where those fed lies and speculatory futures end up taking that path due to these expectations placed upon them.
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