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Time management is a key component to success for any student studying in higher education, however, is of greater importance to those students who are studying on a ‘part time’ basis within full time employment. This report focuses on the implications of poor time management for part time students, and what impact it will have on their studies.
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Time management is a set of habits or learnable behaviors that could be acquired through increased knowledge, training or by deliberate practice (Costa, 2012). The use of appropriate time management for part time students in full time employment, could be the difference between being successful in the goal set out to achieve at the start of the journey into higher education, or the reason for failure in achieving what was desired. 
The decision for an individual to enter higher education, whilst still within full time employment is a decision not to be taken lightly, and subjected to much consideration, with the likelihood of sacrifices being made to allow this enrolment. 
Poor time management can result in increased stresses, and negatively impact the desire for students to study part time. (Jolin, 2015) highlighted that there has been a startling decline of 27% in part time studying from 2010 and believed lack of time to be a significant contributary factor. The lack of preparation, planning and organization can adversely impact time management, and result in increased, unnecessary stresses at crucial times within the academic year. Failure to plan accordingly, whilst balancing several pieces of work, which undoubtedly are due around the same time within the semester can result in an unachievable workload, impacting the quality of the work submitted. 
That said, its not just a case of working continuously on your studies, neglecting all other aspects of life. (How, 2007) found that quality study time is more important than the quantity, and maximizing the use of free time, aside from work and your personal life is key to managing your studies.
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It is inevitable that poor time management when studying part time, whilst in full time employment will have an impact not only on the outcome of the results obtained, but also the overall learning experience of the student. The evidence suggests that sacrifices will be made to allow the student the opportunity experience higher education learning. It is also important to realize that without question, a large proportion of time must be allocated to allow the students to achieve the goal they initially set out to achieve. However, it must not be overlooked that the quality of the time spent studying can be as important, as the quantity of time allocated.
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