The Definitions of tERRORISM
aSSIGNMENT 1- terrorism and Public Service Responses
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What makes someone a terrorist? Although a lot of acts that could be considered an act of terrorism are more than often illegal in the first place and involve extreme acts of violence and discrimination, there are many different definitions of terrorism. This is because terrorism within modern society has become a very complex topic to talk about, and that is due to the complexity of the issue, making it hard to define, and pinpoint, what can, and cannot be identified as an act of terrorism. There are many definitions with similar premises however, they fail to understand and cover every issue. As reference, Schmidt and Jongman (Weinberg, et al., 2004), they found that after analyzing “109 definitions of terrorism”. ‘83.5% contained the term violence’; ‘65% said it was political’; ‘51% said it created fear and terror’; ‘47% identified threats’; and ‘41.5% psychological effects’.

During this essay, I will discuss the similarities and differences between definitions of Terrorism, I will discuss their implications and meanings, and if the consensus, or lack of consensus has an effect on the way Police deal with Terrorism. Finally, I will show how it all fits in with definitions used to define modern terrorism in today’s landscape.

To start to understand different examples of definitions of terrorism, Cooper (2001) states, “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings”. This shows terrorism in this definition, is used to define the way that we as human beings use fear as a way of maintaining order and control, or is used a way to encapsulate the fear for people who commit horrendous acts and crimes. As you can see, this definition of terrorism is not very specific, and only refers to what may potentially prevent cause mass panic, should an act of terror happen, and also where the perception of certain groups of people may be associated with terrorist organisations.

As stated previously, terrorism is a very diverse problem meaning that there are many different definitions that cover different parts of the problem. However, there are criminologists that believe that coming to one definitive definition could help solve the problem. Dr Boaz Ganor, former dean of the Lauder school of Government and Diplomacy in a presentation ((ICT), 2013), states “Terrorism is the deliberate use of violence aimed against civilians”. This definition focusses more on identifying the motivation for an act of terrorism. The word ‘deliberate’ shows this, as it shows that the violence has a purpose. 

This relates to modern examples of terrorism, such as actions from more well-known attacks, such as the September 11 attack in 2001, better known as 911, as the planes were crashed deliberately by Terrorist group Al Qaeda. According to History.com (History.com Editors, 2010) two of the planes were flown into the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, a third plane hit the pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, just outside Washington, D.C”. This shows that the attack was in an attempt to destabilise the western infrastructure, in targeting the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, two of the most instrumental places in the US’ wealth and safety.

In comparison to the definition to Cooper’s definition, Dr Boaz Ganor’s definition is more related to the actions that these terrorist organisations commit, whereas Cooper’s definition is more related to the way us as humans react to the actions and form opinions and fears based on those who committed the act.
Another example of a definition of terrorism based on the September 11 attack I found is by Charles L Ruby (Ruby, 2002). He states “Terrorism is defined by Title 22 of the U.S. Code as politically motivated violence perpetrated in a clandestine manner against noncombatants” This means terrorism under this definition can be identified as violence against civilians under the influence of a political view, or ideology. In a ‘clandestine manner’ means to do something in a secretive manner, so in the context of a terrorist attack, it would be something the public would have no warning for.
In relation to real life examples of political related terrorism, one example could be that of the actions of the IRA. The IRA were according to (History.com Editors, 2022) a militant organisation formed in 1919 to “to halt British rule in Northern Ireland” and fought for independence and ‘reunified republic’. Provisionals, a faction of more extremist members, used violence to force British forces to withdraw. This resulted in “an estimated 1,800 deaths, including more than 600 civilians”. An example of the extremism Provisionals used include when in March 6, 1988, when at a funeral “two British soldiers accidently drive into the procession and are dragged from their vehicle, beaten and shot dead” In Gibraltar.
This relates to Cooper’s definition of terrorism, as resulting from the actions of the terrorist organisation, like the IRA as previously mentioned, as both definitions involve the use of violence to impose their ideologies on non-combatants and maintain control of a country. However, Cooper’s definition, may mean that the actions of a terrorist organisation, may not be politically motivated, and may be more related to discrimination, or racially motivated ideologies that they wish to impose. 
My final example of a definition of Terrorism is from a Journal by Orla Lynch and Javier Argomaniz. (Lynch & Argomaniz, 2015) They state “Terrorism and political violence exist fundamentally as communicative acts; inher- ently the acts themselves serve to inspire anxiety and fear”. This means that acts of terrorism are done solely for the communicate fear and anxiety.
An example of a terrorist organisation, that fall under this definition, would be the Taliban, and their occupation of Afghanistan. The Taliban are according to (Counter Terrorism Guide, 2022), The Taliban is “a Sunni Islamist nationalist and pro-Pashtun movement founded in the early 1990’s that ruled most of Afghanistan from 1996 until October 2001”, who have recently, as of August 15, 2021, overtaken the country. According to (History.com Editors, 2021).  “August 15, 2021, the capital of Kabul fell to Taliban forces “. Their current control over most of Afghanistan relates to Lynch and Argomaniz’s definition of Terrorism, as they use their acts of violence and terror to maintain their control, and to ensure that everyone who live under their rule, follow their ideology. For example, women are discriminated against within their eyes, and have to follow strict rules, such as covering their body with a Burqa, that covers most of their face, and their entire body head to toe. If their rules are not followed, then they could be killed, raped or worse. According to (UK, 2022), they could be “beaten for attempting to study”. This shows how far their lack of rights go under the Taliban’s rule. 
In relation to Cooper’s theory, this compares as both definitions identify terrorism as a way of maintaining control over people, through actions, however Cooper’s refers more to the response of people to an act of terror, whereas Lynch and Argomaniz refer more to the way terrorist groups maintain control through the fear of their actions as a consequence to not following their ideologies, as like the actions of terrorist organisations such as previously mentioned the Taliban. 
Although these definitions cover various different areas of modern terrorism, there are certain areas that are not considered, as they only relate to physical examples of terrorism. In this modern age, influences such as social media, and the internet, are prime examples of how people can spread their ideologies and hatred of other groups, and organisations, where they can find people who are like minded, but also can spread that hate to minority groups and people, who could fall under attack to constant abuse and beratement, and the younger generation, who are more likely to fall under their influence. An example of this would be of abuse from right-wing trolls on twitter, etc ( (Bramley, et al., 2022)
This research shows why there is no agreement or consensus between theorists and criminologists on a definitive definition of terrorism. Due to the complexity of the issue, and the broadness of what may be considered an act of terror or an act of extremism, it is close to impossible to come to one ultimate definition, that is able to identify every single aspect of what makes an act of terror, including the different actions, and motivations of active terrorist groups today, and what distinguishes what we consider terrorism today, to extremism. On top of that, due to technology and ease of gaining publicity via social media, the problem is only growing as a wider audience are being exposed to these ideologies, meaning the issue is bound to grow, and expand to new ways of expressing their ideologies.
Now that we understand different definitions of Terrorism, and why it is difficult to come to an agreement to settle on one definitive definition, I feel it is important that we discuss real life examples of Terrorist organisations, and discuss how they operate, what their ideologies mean, and also discuss their structure and methods. I will be discussing as my examples, AL Qaeda, and ISIS, as they are modern examples, and are misrepresented in the media, as it is common to believe they are the same group.

Al Qaeda, as previously mentioned, are an Islamist organisation, formed by leader Osama Bin Laden. According to (Britannica, 2022) “Al-Qaeda began as a logistical network to support Muslims fighting against the Soviet Union during the Afghan War”. Furthermore “When the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan in 1989, the organisation dispersed but continued to oppose what its leaders considered corrupt Islamic regimes and foreign (i.e., U.S.) presence in Islamic lands”. This shows that initially, Al-Qaeda was formed with good intentions, helping Muslim forces drive back the Soviet Union, however due to western influences such as the US military intruding in their eyes on ‘Islamic land’ they took offence to and acted on it.

According to (Haynes, 2005) Al Qaeda’s ideology involves “a war against ‘the West’ utilising the weapons of terror to achieve ideological goals relating to both specific religious concerns, as well as a wider concern with a global balance of power between the West and the world of Islam”. This shows that although religion may be a part of their motivation, Osama Bin Laden’s hatred of the west, influenced and passed over to members of Al Qaeda, an gave an excuse to ‘weapons of terror’ against anyone associated with them.

The most notable attack from this group, would be 911 as mentioned previously. In terms of methods they used, there was obviously violence with weaponry such machine guns, and rocket launchers being a militarised organisation. They used propaganda to influence non-Muslim believers to join their cause, by “dehumanizing political adver- saries, who were portrayed as “pigs” and “tools of the capitalist system”, appealing to those who opposed western ways of living. (Rabasa, et al., 2006)

They relate to most modern examples of Terrorism definitions, they use fear and terror, to make their ideologies known, and with propaganda, were able to turn outsider to their side even though they were not Muslim

ISIS, also known as the Islamic State, as well as other names (IS, ISIL), are a “militant organisation that emerged as an offshoot of al Qaeda in 2014”, according to (NBC News, 2022). Their new leader is Abu Ayyub al-Masri. They are known for their strict Islamic rule, over Iraq and Syria, holding the same extreme rules, as al Qaeda before it known as “Sharia law”, (CFI, 2015). 

They have a similar ideology to al Qaeda, as hatred for the west, using Islam belief as something to get behind and influence people to their cause. However, as they are not as big they have not committed, as big attacks, as 911. However there have been violent attacks such as that of Usman Khan. “Convicted terrorist Usman Khan, who carried out the deadly rampage, was shot dead by officers after civilians bravely intervened to tackle him on London Bridge”, according to (Sky news, 2021). He killed two people, and injured ‘several others’.

There have been several proxy attacks such as this one in the UK and the US. However, unlike al Qaeda, and other more well-known Terrorist groups, they have used social media to spread their propaganda to the younger generation, on sites such as Twitter. Youngsters such as Usman Khan, or even in Shamima Begum’s were influenced to join their pointless fight against the west, and as a result has ruined their lives, (Jackson, 2021). In Shamima’s case, as she was manipulated when she was younger to move to Syria, she may never be allowed back into the UK.

Isis are able to keep us in constant fear through the use of social media, meaning they use mental manipulation, above violence to keep people under their control, fitting with Dr Boaz Ganor, and Coopers definitions.

In conclusion, with modern terrorism constantly evolving, it is hard to come to one conclusive definition. However I believe that there should be a general consensus to base our definitions off of, so that every valid definition is more relating to the issue
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