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	Title of Dissertation: 

Astrology and expanded states of consciuosness

	Aims and Objectives:

This dissertation will: 
1) Define astrology, particularly as a symbolic tradition and spiritual practice. Define consciousness and states of consciousness, introducing previous research and approaches on this topic.
2) Introduce and define the nature of symbol in general. 
3) Explore the role of symbol in the relationship of astrology and states of consciousness. 
4) Explore the impact of psychedelics in modern psychological astrology.
5) Compare and contrast psychedelic experience, mystical experience and astrological experience. 
6) Explore and compare the visionary experience tradition within astrology in three contexts: divination within theurgical context, Renascence and romanticism, psychological astrology and psychedelic culture. 
7) Explore mystical experiences among astrological community worldwide and whether the study and practice of astrology could trigger a shift of cosmology.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

This dissertation will explore the intersections between astrology, divination, and psychedelics by focussing on the astrological symbol at the core of the study. I will first introduce and define the nature of symbol, the role of imagination and states of consciousness in general. Then I will look at the astrological symbol in particular and its role with the expanded state of mind. Then, I will explore and compare the role of symbol and expanded stated of consciouses in three different context: divination, renaicecense and psychedelic culture. Lastly, I will discuss the results of the questionnaires and interviews in relationship within the context of what was developed before. 
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