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Introduction
Parental Involvement with criminal justice

PowerPoint presented with the aim to explore the vulnerability in children, young people, and families. This supporting paper also explores the aspects of vulnerability within case studies. The term vulnerability is common placed to describe how a main support system is not meeting an individual’s needs in a conclusive procedure, in which can jeopardize their safeguarding and their mental health. There are many examples of group of people who can be classified as vulnerable, such as: Children, anyone from 0-18, as legal stated age in the UK, elder people, people who are ill or immunocompromised, pregnant woman, refugees, homeless people, and others.  
There are many factors that can influence vulnerability in a family, which possibly be: Substance misuse, domestic violence, abuse and neglect. In the explored case study, the main vulnerability conceived was parental involvement with criminal justice
The case study presented, was a broken family of 6 who resided in Leicestershire, who were membered by an official single mother of 4 sons aged between 7 to 16 years old. Mother has a physical illness, which is visible which also has contributed part of the impact in her mental health. Mother of 4, has been unemployed for more than 15 years, has been living based on benefits within the same amount of time. Father figure is absent due to incarceration. Children rarely frequent educational establishment when they frequent it is with anti-social, disruptive, and violent behaviour. Family currently lives in financial debt which was likely impacted from the fact of mother not working and struggling as single mother.
Having a parent that is involved within the criminal system record can amply disadvantages which can affect children’s behaviour and children’s posture. These factors can affect children’s mental health and as explored and according to VeryWellMind, 2020, these factors can cause the growth of deleterious chronic stress and childhood stress. This is chronic stress is a sense of a constant feeling pressured for a long length of time, which causes less concentration or focus, less socialisation and more. From the case study we could understand that children began to have a specific behaviour pattern when frequenting educational establishment, which was affecting their school performance. 
According to Sage Journals there are factors that can influence parental involvement with criminal which are:
· Relying on benefits which is the case to the mother of four children
· Unemployment
· Poverty
· Financial debt, once more, related to this family’s case study
· Cultural differences and family issues
· Lack of boundaries and parental supervision; it can be related back to the case study, as children had anti-social behaviour, it is the responsibility of the mother to impose boundaries as well as the father, who for previous explained reasons is not present.
· Negative social environment, which is what the children cause at their educational establishment

Also, it can be added the fact of how curiosity can grow out of children’s mind, in which they may want to explore more of the criminal side of life. It is important the family is accompanied, and boundaries are set.
Parental involvement with criminal justice can have an huge impact in children’s health and wellbeing, such as having unhealthy relationships within their family members and others in life related; “Younger vulnerable children can be easily exposed to neglect, specifically mental neglect.” Walden University

Type of interventions and improvements 
As part of the children’s right within the health and social care sector, it is important that due to the occurring situations, that there is family case worker, that can accompany, this family’s case from a closer and look out for strategies that helps to improve children’s behaviour and performance within their daily routine.
The strategies imposed for the 5 family members were:
· The many was given simple tasks where she could take control and take responsibilities back within her daily routine. Which also makes her have the sense of being independent and less vulnerable within her health condition.
· Eldest son attendance in educational establishment has been improved due to family worker involvement, as well as his school performance. Increasement of improved grades.
· There were no longer violent nor anti-social behaviour at school.
· Family worker also made effort to be understanding in regards of children’s behaviour, therefore the reasons of mental health assessments were encouraged to be done, as there could be a risk of any of the children produce deleterious chronic stress or even adverse childhood stress.
· In regards of financial debt, an agreement was ensured to be done for the mother’s incessant debt of 15 years.
· Also, to contribute to mother’s independency there were successful attempts of mother of 4 getting job, in which she got on in the care sector.
Legislations related 
The 2 legislation that can be relevant for the case study for the Leicestershire family would be Children’s Act 2014 and Care Act 2014. The Children’s Act 2014 is related to the basis of support from the government to improve the access to certain services to vulnerable children and their families. The children’s Act 2014 also reinforces the concept that any child can succeed in life, regardless of their background. Children’s Act 2014 was also introduced with main of aim of protecting vulnerable children and those who are at risk.
Within Care Act 2014 is also relevant for this case study as it promotes in individuals’ wellbeing to support in decision making and planning services.
Within the case study, The Children’s Act 2014 cover the 4 children from the possible vulnerabilities and implementing the family worker participation as well as on the Care Act 2014.

Conclusion and Recommendations
The outcome of this case study was positive in which could be more improved with the following recommendations:
Mother could attend to therapy, especially for her mental health; Mother would have to set boundaries, impose and be an active participator on her children’s daily routine; The 4 children could also attend to therapy as there are small percentages of mental obstruction in future; After school clubs / youth clubs could also make a positive impact into children’s daily routine within variety of activities.
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Type of interventions

and improvements:

The attempts of interventions made in regards of this family
case were:

Intervention of family worker who helped mother on attempt
of getting a job.

Family worker also ensure that an agreement was done in
regards of mother’s incessant debt.

Family worker also made effort to work and understand the
behaviour of children

Assessments in regards to mental health were ensured and
encouraged to be done

Eldest son attendance at school improved as well as school
performance

There are no long violent episodes at school establishment

Mother was given simple and small tasks to help get back
control
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Children’s Act 2014
&
Care Act 2014

The Children’s act 2014 is based on the support from the
government to improve access to services to vulnerable children
and support strong families. It reinforces the concept that any
child can succeed in life, regardless of their background.

Children’s act 2014 was introduced with the aim to protect
vulnerable children and those at risk, In which they get the
chance to interact with local government agencies.

Care act 2014 also is relevant as it promotes individuals
wellbeing, which means it provides support to individual’s
decision making or planning services.
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. Conclusion & recommendations

* The outcome has shown that this family has had a positive outcome, some recommendations that
would be useful would be:

* Mother having therapy, especially for her mental health

* Children attending to family therapy due to small percentages of possibilities of mental
obstructions

* Contact with the incarcerated parent could be effective but could also be a trigger.
* Mother would have to impose and participate in children’s daily routine frequently.

* Children could also attend to youth clubs where they could participate in a variety of activities









Conclusion & recommendations

•

The outcome has shown that this family has had a positive outcome,  some recommendations that 

would be useful would be:

•

Mother having therapy, especially for her mental health

•

Childrenattending tofamilytherapyduetosmallpercentages of possibilities of mental 

obstructions 

•

Contact withtheincarcerated parentcould beeffective but could also be a trigger.

•

Motherwouldhavetoimpose and participate in children’s daily routine frequently.

•

Childrencouldalsoattendtoyouthclubs where they could participate in a variety of activities 


image11.emf
. References

* Care Act 2014, Principles CPD Online college (last accessed 4t April 2022)
* Case study “ Troubled families in Leicestershire”; Gov.co.uk (last accessed 4t April 2022)
* Family Action, (last accessed 5t April 2022)

* Long, T.,, Lockwood, K., Loucks, N. et al. Improving Outcomes for Children Affected by Parental
Involvement with the Criminal Justice System in Scotland. Applied Research Quality Life (2021). (last
accessed 4™ April 2022)

« Safeguarding children and protection; NSPCC learning website; ). (last accessed 4t April 2022)
* Scott E., Verywellmind “what is chronic stress”( December 07, 2020) (last accessed 9" April 2022)

* Laura C. Wilson, Angela Scarpa “Criminal behavior: The need for an integrative approach that
incorporates biological influence” July 22, 2012 (last accessed on 10%" April 2022)

* Walden University; education for good “ what influences criminal behavior”
https://www.waldenu.edu/online-bachelors-programs/bs-in-criminal-justice/resource/what-
influences-criminal-behavior





https://www.waldenu.edu/online-bachelors-programs/bs-in-criminal-justice/resource/what-influences-criminal-behavior







References

•

Care Act 2014, Principles CPD Online college (last accessed 4

th

April 2022)

•

Casestudy“ Troubled families in Leicestershire”; Gov.co.uk(last accessed 4thApril 2022)

•

Family Action, (last accessed 5

th

April 2022)

•

Long, T., Lockwood, K., Loucks, N.

et al.

Improving Outcomes for Children Affected by Parental 

Involvement with the Criminal Justice System in Scotland.

Applied Research Quality Life

(2021).(last 

accessed 4

th

April 2022)

•

Safeguarding children and protection; NSPCC learningwebsite; ). (last accessed 4thApril 2022)

•

Scott E., Verywellmind“what is chronic stress”( December 07, 2020) 

(last accessed 9

th

April 2022)

•

Laura C. Wilson, Angela Scarpa “Criminal behavior:Theneedforanintegrative approach that 

incorporates biological influence” July 22, 2012 

(last accessed on 10thApril 2022)

• WaldenUniversity; education for good “ what influences criminal behavior” 

https://www.waldenu.edu/online-bachelors-programs/bs-in-criminal-justice/resource/what-

influences-criminal-behavior


image1.emf
Vulnerability in children,
young people and families

Children, young people and families
Module code: BMHP5004
Jessica Brito: 2008475










Vulnerability in children, 

young people and families

Children, young people and families

Module code: BMHP5004 

Jessica Brito: 2008475


image2.emf
Introduction ® -
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The chosen case study is “ Troubled families in
Leicestershire”.

e Single mother of 4 children, aged between 7 to 16 years
old.

* Mother suffers of visible physical illness which has
impacted her mental health

* Has been out of work and receiving benefits for +15
years

* Unemployed
* Family is in financial debt

* Kids rarely attend to school, when they do is with
disruptive and violent behaviour

* Father figure not present (incarcerated)
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Vulnerability and family
facing adversity

What is vulnerability?

- Vulnerability is a combination of
characteristics that indicates that a main
support system is not meeting an
individuals needs in certain way which can
jeopardize their safeguarding.

- Who are the vulnerable groups?
- Children
- Elder people

- People who areill or
immunocompromised
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