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The concept that I wish to explore throughout my essay will be controversial art installations and why they are controversial. I’ve chosen this theme as I find a lot of artwork especially from the 20th century and onwards to be minimal, without a lot of context. The artists which I have chosen let the viewers develop their own thoughts and opinions whilst looking at the installation, which can lead to controversy. Not knowing what you’re looking at lets people have their own opinions and can cause questions and judgements to be made.
 My aim for this exhibition is to entice people, to make people question art and if anything defines what art is. The audience will most likely feel in a sense, disorientated. As if they don’t know themselves what they’ve experienced, but will come out having a new lease on what art is, and how different artists perceive art. 
I have chosen to look into 4 artists, I shall include and write about how they perceive their work, how they intend people to, and also my opinion on the selected work as well as others.
[image: ]The location for my exhibition is the gallery [footnoteRef:1]“ Pirelli Hangar Bicocca” in Milan. The space they have to display instillations is enormous. There are 2 medium sized spaces and 2 huge spaces in this gallery. I want the audience to gasp at how phenomenal the space is, and to walk around the instalments and be made to feel very small due to the volume of the rooms. To feel a sense of confusion to compliment the controversial artwork, displayed in these unexplainably vast rooms. [1:  https://pirellihangarbicocca.org/] 

I’ve chosen Pirelli Hangor Biocca gallery to display my chosen pieces because, as uncomfortable or the confusion the audience my have towards the art pieces the gallery compliments the installations as the space is so colossal it will add to the experience. 
[image: Shed. Photo: Agostino Osio] 
[footnoteRef:2]This is the shed. It is the first room the audience will enter. The first artists work I have chosen to display is [footnoteRef:3]Tracy Emins “bed”.  I’ve chosen the controversial [footnoteRef:4]“unmade bed” because it’s a quite a simple [image: Tracey Emin My Bed 1999]concept yet it blew up the media.  [2:  https://pirellihangarbicocca.org/affitto-spazi/]  [3:  https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-britain/exhibition/turner-prize-1999/turner-prize-1999-artists-tracey-emin]  [4:  https://whitecube.com/artists/artist/tracey_emin
] 

[footnoteRef:5]“The polarising work caused such a media frenzy that it pushed the gallery’s visitor numbers up to a record high.” People visited it and were intrigued by it. I believe it blew up because people couldn’t understand why a revolting dirty bed had been short listed for the Turner prize and displayed in Tate.  [5:  https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/mar/30/tracey-emins-messy-bed-displayed-tate-britain-first-time-in-15-years
] 

 [footnoteRef:6]” The response has ranged from effusive praise to outrage and questions along the lines of "Is this art?". People praised it for its authentic rawness of what depression can do to people. As Tracey spoke about her mental health during the time she spent in her bed, and about the emotions she experiences every time she has to put the display up. [footnoteRef:7]“kind of very sad and depressing, because I’m actually going into a time capsule of the past”. Which I find adds more emotion into the instillation every time she displays it, which is very intriguing because it’s an forever involving changing display.  [6:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/484068.stm]  [7:  https://youtu.be/uv04ewpiqSc] 

 But the negative opinions surely outnumbered the praises as people saw what they saw. Such as dirty clothes, fag butts, alcohol and condoms. [footnoteRef:8]“Wales Housewife 'outraged' by dirty bed exhibit”, headlines like this were all over the UK as people didn’t know how to perceive Tracy Emin’s bed.  [8:  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/485270.stm - Title of headline ] 

I really enjoy the raw concept behind Tracy Emins bed. I can feel her vulnerability seeping through the display. Her bed is at the beginning of my exhibition so my audience can progress from the first room and have a sense of what my exhibition is about. 
[image: Tracey Emin My Bed 1999][image: ]

When entering the next room in the Pirelli Hangor Bicocca I’ve chosen “the banana taped to the wall” by [footnoteRef:9]Maurizio Cattelan . I wouldn’t consider this an actual piece of art, but I find the whole thing very comedic and controversial. [9:  https://www.gq.com/story/suddenly-the-koons-is-this-100k-banana] 

[image: Cube. Photo: Francesca Tovoli][image: Two copies of the artwork have already sold for $120,000] This room is called [footnoteRef:10]“the cube” it’s another medium sized room, but in this case the room will contain a banana taped to the wall which was sold for [footnoteRef:11]£120,000 dollars. I wanted to include this piece to show that despite peoples opinions on art, literally anything can be classified and sold as a piece of art. I think the audience would question why such a small piece of art is displayed in such a vast space, which adds to the whole persona I want the audience to [image: Two copies of the artwork have already sold for $120,000][image: Cube. Photo: Francesca Tovoli]experience.  [10:  https://pirellihangarbicocca.org/affitto-spazi/  - cube ]  [11:  https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/art/features/banana-duct-tape-artwork-maurizio-cattelan-artist-banksy-shredded-painting-a9244311.html] 


 I really enjoy this whole “stage” although apparently, it’s not a stage, that the director of the gallery it was displayed in concludes [footnoteRef:12]“Despite the title of the piece, Perrotin insists the work is not a joke”. Despite it being classified as art that didn’t stop a comedian named David Datuna as he grabbed the banana off the wall and began to [footnoteRef:13]eat it, calling it [footnoteRef:14]“performance art”. Although unsure if the comedian got into any trouble Maurizo Cattelan went on to sell a second and third edition for a even higher price. The 3rd edition of “a banana taped to a wall” sold for £150,000 dollars.  [12:  https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/12/06/banana-duct-taped-wall-sells-120000-art-basel/]  [13:  https://youtu.be/taCCnhoK490]  [14:  https://youtu.be/zui9kLTGKVo] 

The fact that the artist then went on to sell a 3rd edition after the comedian had eaten the 1st edition is controversial because it gives us the suggestion that art is replaceable and perhaps not unique. I included this piece because it’s just so outrageous that it had to be in my exhibition. Just like Tracy Emins bed a lot of people had mixed feelings and asked if it is art? I want my exhibition to challenge my [image: ]audience, to even possibly make them annoyed.

[image: ]We now enter one of the two huge rooms; the firs room is called “navate”. For this room I wanted something so minimalistic that you really didn’t quite know how to react. For this room I’ve chosen a piece by [footnoteRef:15]Walter De Maria, called “the earth room”.  [15:  https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/the-new-york-earth-room-new-york-new-york] 

“The way The Earth Room shelters a small parcel of dirt, keeping it fresh and protecting it, draws out our ancestral connection to the material.” This quote suggests that he intended his audience to feel a certain connection to the soil filled room and to remember what’s important.
[image: ] Dilworth said. [footnoteRef:16]“It’s important that people understand it’s worth preserving, and this can remind them.” Although there’s not many articles or reviews on this piece I can only presume what people may think. This is a controversial piece because as you can imagine the judgment and opinions on a room filled with soil may get. I’ve included this instillation in my exhibition because as Dilworth said it may remind people/my audience about what’s important, and they may experience a new sense of appreciation for art instalments.       [16:  https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2017/11/02/the-un-changing-ever-changing-earth-room/ - p3 line 18] 

My 4th piece, 20:50  by Richard Wilson will be displayed in the 2nd of the 2 huge rooms. This will be the last display the audience will see.
Like Dilworth, Richard Wilson has the same sort of concept in his art piece titled [footnoteRef:17]“20:50”.  I had the chance to experience this instilllation in the [footnoteRef:18]Hayward gallery in 2018,  the word experince is what I want my audience to feel. [17:  https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/blog/2050-1987-richard-wilson]  [18:  https://youtu.be/Zg4E4o96Qjs - youtube ] 

 I felt like I was in a wordly place, staring into a black pool of my reflection. Which I think is perfectly fitting for this to be included in my exhibition as my last display, as the audience can hopefully appreciate their new found perspective on what art is. 
[image: Installation view of Richard Wilson's 20:50 (1987) at Space Shifters, Hayward Gallery 2018]
Dilworth with his “soil room” and Richard Wilson with his room filled with oil have similar concepts both intended for the audience to leave the exhibiton and to feel like they’ve had an experience. Both are contreversal pieces as people make their judgements on 2 rooms filled with a different natural material. 


 I have chosen this peice to be displayed last as I feel like Tracy Emins “the bed”, with its very controversial opinions and raw display will leave my audience with mixed judgements. Leading into the “bannana taped to the wall” room which provides the audience with confusion and questions as to what defines art and perhaps to show that anything is considered art. Then leading into the “earth room”, which will hopefully give the audience a moment to think about their opinions on a deeper level in a vast space, filled with soil you are not aloud to touch suggesting its sacred which will make my audience think about the vaule of art whislt being surrounded by whats considered a fairly cheap material. 
Finishing off with 20:50. I chose this order because they all provoke emotions and finishing the show off with Richard Wilsons “20:50”, with the audience looking one by one into their reflection will conclude my exhibiton. His instillation can only be viewed by one person at a time, this will allow the viewer with time to reflect on all the instillations. Its one experience after another, all artists with conterversal ideas/displays. 
From writing this essay ive learnt that you cannot define art, and that art is percived in many different ways. 
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