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[bookmark: _Toc214542529][bookmark: _Toc214547074]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Toc214542530]According to Johns (2025), reflection is referred to as the normal way which helps in thinking about something that has already happened, and which requires little guidance or skill. In this reflective study, a critical reflection will be provided to underpin what is required to be a successful entrepreneur. 



[bookmark: _Toc214547075]Reflection on Entrepreneurship
[bookmark: _Toc214542531]Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle 
Description 
I was assigned a business plan on La Mama’s Bakery in class, where I was expected to offer a detailed overview of its overall business operations. In such an instance, I was expected to brainstorm the critical concepts and factors regarding the new business. 
Feelings 
I was quite enthusiastic at the start of the assignment. However, at a later stage, I was quite stressed in performing the project. This is mainly because I had to brainstorm the activities of an entrepreneur in detail to ensure the success of the bakery in the competitive business environment. In such an instance, while analysing the market critically, I was often confused about designing the most appropriate strategies for La Mama’s Bakery. 
Evaluation 
In my opinion, although I felt motivated to conduct a detailed market analysis to gather rich insights for ensuring the long-term success of the bakery, the sheer volume of information often overwhelmed me. While I demonstrated a stronger proficiency in critical thinking and strategic planning, at times, I was reluctant to face the risks the market might impose on the new business. As per Raj et al. (2022), critical thinking refers to the capability which helps an individual to think in line with the law of reasoned action for solving real-life problems. Moreover, at times, I also struggled to clearly communicate the main objectives or the strategic vision of the bakery, which created confusion among other members. 
Analysis 
Based on my experience with business plan development, I could clearly explore my areas of development. In my view, personal drawbacks in communication, risk-taking attitude, networking, and confidence, which I will have to develop. Effective communication skills are perceived to be the cornerstone of leadership effectiveness (Barnhill, 2023). I believe developing these skills or personal attributes while also being adaptable, flexible, and demonstrating a strong passion will guide me towards the successful execution of a new business, such as La Mama’s bakery, in the future. It will also help me to better coordinate with my team to create a shared vision for achieving the objectives in a competitive marketplace. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, I would like to state that my experience during the development of the business plan for La Mama's bakery helped me gain a deeper appreciation of entrepreneurship. Aligning with the same, I realised that to emerge as a successful entrepreneur, I will have to initially develop my skills and competencies in market research, networking, and others, while also being resilient and confident.  
Action Plan 
In the future, to emerge as a successful entrepreneur, I will initially conduct in-depth market research, connect with potential stakeholders, consult peers, and also attend seminars or review the strategies of other successful entrepreneurs. 

[bookmark: _Toc214547076]Conclusion 
[bookmark: _Toc214542532]Thus, it can be concluded that the above reflection helped me to understand that successful entrepreneurs require a combination of resilience, communication, critical thinking, adaptability, and others. I will have to develop the same to gain success in the future. 
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