Poster Defence

· Whose corporation/organisation are you representing?

I will be representing the Organic Consumers Association, which is a non-profit advocacy group for organic agriculture, based in Finland, Minnesota in USA.  

 (Association, 2017) Refers to Monsanto as a “Bio-tech bully” and have been campaigning against them since the mid 1990’s. (Association, 2017) States they try to “fight back against Monsanto and the other Biotech Bullies who are responsible for creating Agent Orange, PCBs, Roundup (glyphosate) and other toxins that threaten human health and the environment”. “For over two decades, Monsanto and corporate agribusiness have exercised near-dictatorial control over American agriculture. Finally, public opinion around the biotech industry's contamination of our food supply and destruction of our environment has reached the tipping point. We're fighting back”. 
GMO’s produced by Monsanto has had serious health implications on many living organisms, such as rats. Research conducted by Professor Gilles-Eric Seralini and published in the journal Food and Chemical toxicology “discovered the rats fed Monsanto’s “Roundup Ready” corn developed significantly more tumours than rats not fed GM corn” (White, 2016 ).

· What are the views of the corporation /organisation you are not representing?

[bookmark: _Hlk498723455]Monsanto is a large multinational agricultural biotechnology corporation based in the United States. Monsanto is “The largest producer of genetically engineered (GE) seeds on the planet, accounting for over 90% of the GE seeds planted globally in 2003” (Who is Monsanto?, 2017). A major reason, for Monsanto’s success is the Monsanto Protection Act, which was signed in 2013. The Act states “if future research shows that GMO’s or GE seeds cause significant health problems, such as cancer etc, that the federal courts no longer have any power to stop their spread, use or sales”.  (News, 2013). This has therefore given Monsanto unlimited power to continuously experiment using hazardous, toxic chemicals without worrying about the consequences on consumers.
 
· What is the fundamental message that you are trying to communicate, through the poster?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The key message I am trying to express in my poster, is the negative impact large multinational cooperation’s are having on farmer’s livelihoods, through the use of unsustainable GMO’s. As food is a crucial human necessity and as GMO’s have immense implications for the world’s food supply, there will be crucially important ethical and moral issues that will arise. Such as, unsustainable practices by multinational organisations, such as Monsanto and the potential negative impacts on the ecosystem and human beings who choose to grow, sell and consume GMO’s. The report will then examine whether it’s Monsanto’s duty to be ethical and sustainable in its practices or rather the governments that should implement more sustainable legislations. Perhaps, it could also be the consumer’s responsibility to only purchase products from businesses that implement more sustainable practices. 

· Who do you intend to target, that could understand message you’re trying to portray?

The target audience are the consumers of GMO’s poster portrays a message about the consequences of GMO’s, and the unethical and unsustainable practices that are carried out by Monsanto and how it impacts everyone globally, from the farmers whose livelihoods are destroyed to the consumer of the GMO’s that don’t know the potential health implications associated with GMO’s. 
Consumers and organisations, such as the Organic Consumers Association have protested and campaigned against Monsanto many times. However, in 2013 the US government agreed upon the Monsanto Protection Act, which states “if future research shows that GMO’s or GE seeds cause significant health problems, such as cancer etc, that the federal courts no longer have any power to stop their spread, use or sales”.  (News, 2013).  Monsanto, therefore has the power to control the impacts and consequences of its GMO’s and has complete freedom to keep using hazardous chemicals in its GMO’s. 

“Sustainable development that meets the needs of the present, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (Bruntland, 1987)

The United Nations has tried to find a solution, to aid and protect the environment for future generations. In 2015, the UN (United Nations) released the Millennium Development Goals Report, goal 7 is stated as, “Ensuring environmental sustainability” (Nations, 2015) and goes on to suggest targets that could be implemented for Corporate Social Responsibility. Target 7.A states “Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes reverse the loss of environmental resources” (Nations, 2015). 

· How would someone who disagrees with you respond to your argument?

Milton Friedman states “The social responsibly of a business is to increase its profits” (Friedman M. a., 1970). Friedman, argues that a business, unlike a person cannot have ethical responsibility. No one would interact or engage in a business contract, if they believed that the business was not responsible for paying its bills. Therefore, a business can have legal, but also moral responsibilities.  

The phrase “As long as it stays within the rules of the game” (Friedman M. a., 1970),  is narrowly defined by Friedman.
However, what about the rules of the game not coded into law? Is not the responsibility of Monsanto to adhere to the laws and regulations set out by the government and not go above these if not needed to?
Eisenstein believes sustainability is contradictive to business sense and therefore it’s not Monsanto’s responsibility to be more sustainable. (Eisenstein, 2014) “Let’s stop pretending. If your company is going to make a significant step toward sustainability, it probably won’t make business sense, at least not in any way that can be predicted or quantified”. Eisenstein aligns his theory with (Friedman M. , 1970). 

· Why have you chosen the specific images and words in the poster?
To show the impact of Monsanto GMO’s on farmer’s livelihood, I show a farmer with his family cowering in the corner whilst holding a small plant. Their expressions are fearful and sorrowful, as they fear for their livelihood due to being consistently pressured to purchase GMO’s as they struggle to increase their yield. The legalisation of GMO’s in India in 2002, lead to very stressful and detrimental conditions for Indian farmers and the Centre for Human Rights and Global Justice has estimated in 2009 alone 17,638 farmers committed suicide, or one suicide every 30 minutes (More R. Q., 2014). According to the head of the Council for Responsible Genetics, 

(Krimsky, 2014) “The people would give out the loans if they believed these seeds would give the greatest yields,” “So, they are not going to get a loan if they don’t go with the GMOs. And many of them felt coerced to take the GM seeds. The GM crops have not done as well in all regions of India... [That has led to] much greater indebtedness with the GM crops that did not perform as well.” 

The problem with GMO seeds in India is that they are often “not bred for that area, for rain-fed agriculture, so they fail more frequently,” (Shiva, 2014), an Indian environmental activist and anti-globalization author.
I also edited and combined a DNA helicase structure, with the Monsanto logo and a skull with a corn hat falling from the sky using the photoshop app. It was designed, to show the dangerous use herbicides and pesticides in GMO’s and the potential health implications it could have. I choose, to use a dollar ($) sign for the title of Monsanto, as it implies they’re only looking to increase profits without having any ethical considerations for their actions. “There is one and only social responsibility of business- to use its resources and engage in activities designed to increase its profits so long as it stays within the rules of the game, which is to say it engages in open and free competition without deception or fraud” (Friedman, 1970)
I have asked a few students to critique and analyse what they took from the poster: 

Michael Williams: Level 5 Business Management Student UWTSD.
It suggests that GMO’s are dangerous and the poster is trying to scare-monger people into boycotting the produce. 

Jason Jones: Tata Steel Apprentice.
Poor far mining family’s crops being killed. It looks like their crops have been poisoned, and that they are in a position where they can’t help themselves. As, if they’ve got nothing left.

Aidan Chappell-Smith: Mechanical Engineering Student at UWTSD
All GM products should be labelled, so the public knows what’s going into their bodies.

· What research have you done to underpin your argument?

I have looked at the emerging development in Monsanto to take responsibility for more sustainable practices and its CSR protocol. (Grant, 2016) States “No one knows better than farmers that the land that feeds us belongs to more than just our generation. We pass it along to future generations with the goal of leaving it in better shape than when we arrived.”
However, I have also looked at global issues which were caused by Monsanto, such as being fined $600,000 by the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) (More, RT Question More, 2015) for uncontrolled releases of toxic gases. Also, unethical practices such as bribery by employees of the company, to senior officials in order to avoid any environmental impact studies being conducted on its cotton. A former senior manager at Monsanto directed an Indonesian consulting firm to give a $50,000 bribe to a high-level official in Indonesia's environment ministry in 2002. (More, RT Question More, 2015)

Some of the websites I have visited are below and the books, journals and articles will be within my reference section
https://prezi.com/-gt8opzj7siw/monsanto-solutions-to-improve-the-companys-corporate-social-responsibility/
http://www.monsantoglobal.com/global/in/ourcommitments/pages/india-csr-programs.aspx
http://www.monsantoglobal.com/global/in/ourcommitments/pages/csr-policy.aspx
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nathanielparishflannery/2011/09/03/monsantos-pesticide-problems-raise-awareness-for-corporate-environmental-responsibility/#747566a8e3d0
http://climateandcapitalism.com/2012/02/10/eight-ways-monsanto-fails-at-sustainable-agriculture/
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2015/dec/11/monsanto-hugh-grant-gmo-food-ethical-business-csr
https://www.triplepundit.com/2016/03/monsanto-2015-sustainability-report-go-far-enough/
https://www.rt.com/news/206787-monsanto-india-farmers-suicides/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/4153635.stm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monsanto_legal_cases
https://monsanto.com/app/uploads/2017/05/2016-sustainability-report-2.pdf
http://www.ucsusa.org/food_and_agriculture/our-failing-food-system/genetic-engineering/eight-ways-monsanto-fails.html#.WgjMUGi0OUl

· How strong do you think the evidence is to back up your argument?

The evidence to suggest the production and use of Monsanto’s GMO’s are causing damage globally to businesses and the environment has been published a great deal in many reports and articles. Monsanto has regularly been criticised for marketing products that have caused serious environmental damage. One such example, occurred in 2011 when Monsanto agreed to pay the US government $600,000 for not reporting hundreds of uncontrolled toxic chemicals releases from its Idaho phosphate plant (Sputnik, 2015). Toxic gases such as, hydrogen cyanide, nitrogen oxides and mercury were released into the Soda Springs from 2006 to 2009. 
Officials from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPS) and Justice Department stated “Companies are required by law to report such releases immediately”. “Each of these chemicals are hazardous and can pose serious health risks to workers and the community if mishandled or released in an uncontrolled manner” (Jamieson, 2015). If Monsanto wants to improve its current image when it comes to environmental and sustainability issues, it should try improving its practices when it comes to environmental management and reporting. However, this is a grey area as the laws are not unifying across of countries and companies in different countries can manipulate the law to their advantage.

· What would you hope would happen after the audience has understood your message?

I would like the audience to be aware and educated on the subject of GMO’s and the consequences that result during the unsustainable production and usage of GMO’s in society. Surveys conducted in 2015 by the Food Policy Institute at Rutgers University showed that consumers in the US were fairly unknowledgeable about GMO’s. (Shahla Wunderlich, 2015) “48% knowing that GMO’s were available in the supermarkets and only 31% believing that they have most likely consumed a GM product. The majority of participants also self-rated their knowledge to be poor; 48% said they knew very little about GMO’s whereas 16% felt they knew nothing at all”. A major reason why many consumers are an unaware of GMO’s is due the fact that many governments have not imposed legislations that ensure labelling GMO products is mandatory. Companies that sell GMO products, are also likely to lose revenue therefore do not label their GMO’s. 
Consumers, may also be questioning the price of organic produce. “Is organic produce just too expensive?”
Consumers, may also believe that organic food is far more expensive than GMO’s and this is accurate. As, there are no chemicals used more labour is required to produce crops at the same amount. 
(Organic Farming Reserach Foundation, 2013) stated “The organic price tag more closely reflects the true cost of growing the food: substituting labour and intensive management for chemicals, the health and environmental costs of which are borne by society”


· What models and theories will you be referring to in your reflective report?

The main theory which will be used in my report is Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). I will also, be using Friedman and Freeman will be used, as contrasting discussions and models such as Shannon and Weaver’s (1949) Linear Communication Model will be applied to Monsanto. To reflect on the assignment and discuss the effectiveness of communication during the assignment I will apply the David Berlo’s (1960) model of communication and Gibbs Model of Reflection (1988).
Carroll’s CSR Pyramid (1991) will be used to show the ethical responsibilities a company, like Monsanto has towards its customers. Stakeholder mapping will be used to access the impact of Monsanto globally.



