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The topic that will be covered is ‘Describe and Discuss Cognitive Explanations of the Developmental of Moral Reasoning’ and this essay covers various subjects, including three psychologists who each had theories on moral development and how a child thinks. The three psychologists that will be included are Jean Piaget. Lawrence Kohlberg and Carol Gilligan. It will also cover the definition of what moral development is and why these psychologists created these theories and did further studies and experiments.

[bookmark: _Int_m1Rm3HbT][bookmark: _Int_LzP0pqPs][bookmark: _Int_aetEvsqh][bookmark: _Int_hLVwIpRb][bookmark: _Int_XDqcQUZ5][bookmark: _Int_jP822WS6][bookmark: _Int_CD5zYiHD]Moral reasoning grows and develops during childhood and is a process in which children learn what is right and wrong and how they can make decisions based on the people surrounding them and their environment. Psychologists such as Jean Piaget, Lawrence Kohlberg, Carol Gilligan have researched and studied this topic to gain more understanding of what happens during a child’s development and what can affect a child’s development of moral reasoning.  Those three psychologists were inspired by one another’s work. Piaget was the first to begin studying and researching on the cognitive explanations of during child development, which lead to Kohlberg’s work stemming from Piaget’s theory. This sparked Gilligan to create another theory on this topic. All three psychologists have a similar yet different view of moral development. 
          Jean Piaget was a Swiss psychologist who first created the theory of moral reasoning and was seen as the ‘father’ of developmental psychology in his time (Britannica, no date).  Piaget’s theory of moral development was made up of 2 stages, which were called heteronomous and autonomous morality. The first stage being the heteronomous morality begins when the child is between the ages of 5 – 10 years old (Theodore T. 2022) and is said that it’s how a child determines what actions are good or bad depending on the consequence they get from a parent or authority figure. According to Practical Psychology. (Theodore T. 2022) The intention behind the action doesn’t affect the child’s way of thinking, but the outcome does. For example, if a child did or took something after being told not to by an authority figure, even if that child’s reason behind the action is valid, it would still be considered wrong since they broke a rule. As children grow older, their thoughts on rules placed by someone such as a parent are more solid and tend to follow the rules without hesitation. The result of this research Piaget did on this stage was that the older the child gets, the more morality they have and will follow rules more often to avoid the negative outcomes. The second stage which is the autonomous morality usually happens after the age of 10 but isn’t always the case. Their sense of morality increases. Children around this age are more successful in reading situations by focusing on others point of view, meaning they are more likely to tell if some rules are good or bad, fair or not fair. An example of this is when children play a board game such as cludo or monopoly, they might try to change rules that seem unfair in their eyes. 
          Piaget also conducted experiments to back up his study, one of which being the marble experiment. This is where Piaget asked children of different age groups to tell him what the rules were for the game and collected data based on their understanding. As a result, age didn’t affect their understandings of the game. He then asked the same children if they would be willing to change the rules of the game to make it fairer or to simply win the game in order to gain more understanding if they would play by the original rules or attempt to cheat or change any ‘unfair’ rules. 

Lawrence Kohlberg is an American psychologist created another theory for moral development, which was inspired from Jean Piaget’s theory. The only difference is that Kohlberg mainly focused on the development of moral reasonings during childhood. Kohlberg created three sections which then broke down into six stages throughout a person’s lifetime. The three sections are; pre-conventional morality, conventional morality and post-conventional morality. The first section happens from a new-born to the age of 9 and the first two stages are obedience/punishment and Individualism and exchange. The Second section happens during the early development of adolescence, which also includes the next two stages which are developing good relationships with others and being able to maintain a ‘social order’. The last section happens during adulthood which according to Kohlberg, is less common than the other sections. The stages of the last section include being able to understand their rights and social contracts, and having a good understanding of the universal principles, meaning they are more aware of justice although it might cause issues between laws (Kendra Cherry. 2022). 
          Kohlberg conducted an experiment to help back up his theory of moral development. The study was spread over 12 years and to successfully test and understands moral reasoning he used a similar experiment to what Piaget did which included telling short stories to participants. Kohlberg included 75 young people in America, all males, to listen to hypothetical stories as an example of moral dilemmas. Results showed that not all participants managed to successfully reach all six stages of moral reasoning. The results also show that by conducting this experiment, it did somewhat agree with his theory on the six stages of moral reasoning, but there are criticisms of his theory. One being that it doesn’t come fairly to everyone of different cultures, as Kohlberg compares the results for each culture, he included he didn’t consider that different cultures have different rules, which can lead to individuals reaching stages differently to others. Another criticism links into Gilligan’s theory, and that Gilligan thought that Kohlberg’s study was gender biased as he mainly focused on male participants. Another criticism is age bias. The reason for this criticism is that although Kohlberg’s last few stages mentioned adulthood, his study included children who were 16 or under, meaning they had less development and experience. 
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