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Executive Summary
The research finds that a quality virtual learning platform drives more and more students to take up virtual learning since it saves students and teachers as well a lot of time and costs. The research provides and explains with its own collected data about the factors like easy handling of platforms like Moodle affects students' choice to choose that platform. The research informs us that a high number of students are satisfied with the accessibility of Moodle on their mobile phones. The research provides personalized data of rating student’s rates their experience on Moodle.
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[bookmark: _Toc112259624]Introduction
The research report presents us with an overview of the impact of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) and online learning platforms on students' learning experience. The report discusses existing literature and theories on the subject and compares them with the findings and concepts of the presented report. The report discusses using self-presented data collected through students involved with the virtual learning experience and presents them using graphs and charts and then analyses the data collected and it interprets it in the context of the topic of the report. The report also discusses the methods and steps taken and used during the research and the relevance of those methods to the topic. The report also presents an analysis of secondary data and primary data used in the research and with relevance to the existing literature and conclusions of the research.
[bookmark: _Toc112259625]Background of the topic 
Moodle is a virtual learning platform used for the teaching and learning process (Gamage, 2022). Moodle is a widely used platform and has 41000000 variety of courses and 328000000 users based in around 241 countries (Moodle, 2022a). The UK Moodle space is supported by the UK labor party for the development of its 500000 members. This will allow labors and their representative to progress through participating and enrolling in different various courses and completing required assessments to assess the learning (Moodle, 2022b). This will allow them to work and learn different skills simultaneously without affecting their regular lives. Due to the pandemic and popularity of virtual learning around 1.5 billion students around the globe have enrolled on virtual and distance learning which enables them to continue their education and skill progression without much interruption (Sinha, 2022). Virtual learning uses techniques and methods of teaching that are easily reached as knowledge and information to the learners. Students opting for virtual learning do so because it saves them travelling time and effort and it does the same with the teacher who may not have to travel far to reach their students or their place of education. Virtual learning also enables students willing to commit to courses of choices not available in their nearby location; they can learn these courses in this case without even having to travel to that place of teaching (Dung, 2020). Moodle received an investment of 6 million dollars from a French subsidiary named Education for Many looking into further growing aspects of the virtual learning market. The investment will allow Moodle to speed up its development process and adapt to more advanced and powerful techniques of learning with associated initiatives (Moodle, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc112259626]Research Methods
The research used surveys to collect primary data required for the analysis during the research. The data is collected from students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The sample size of the students involved in the research was 20. The students were active participants in the virtual learning. The students were asked questions relating to the topic which included getting an idea about their familiarity with the Moodle interface, which is a vital factor in deciding a specific factor of student chooses for his virtual distance learning. The students were sent google forms with questions and their relevant answers to their questions that would depict with clarity their standings and views about the questions. The answers collected from the google forms were interpreted into data and analyzed into conclusions with relevance to the topic of the research. The research further included secondary data collection from various newspapers, journals, and magazines over the last 5 years. Due to the use of human participants as a source of data and opinion, ethical principles were maintained. Informed consent and data confidentiality were thoroughly followed during the entire data collection process. 
[bookmark: _Toc112259627]Data Findings and Analysis 
· Primary Findings and Analysis 
                                                          
                          [image: ]
                                                           Table 1: Graph of Q1
                                                         (Source: Self-Developed)
               
                                                                   
                 [image: ]
                                             Table 2:  Graph of Q2
                                           (Source: Self-Developed)

                    [image: ]
                                                Table 3: Graph of Q3
                                              (Source: Self-Developed)

                       [image: ] 
                                                                    Table 4: Graph of Q4
                                                                  (Source: Self-Developed)

                                   [image: ]
                                                                   Table 5: Graph of Q5 
                                                                 (Source: Self-Developed)
Analysis  
A survey has been conducted at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus about Virtual Learning Environment - Moodle on students at the above university. It has been observed from the above data that 19 students among the 20 students, have already heard about Moodle and only one student has not been familiar with Moodle. Secondly, it has been observed among the 20 students, 3 students used to spend 5-10 hours a week on the platform. Among the 20 students, 3 students used to spend 10-15 hours a week and no student used to spend more than 15 hours in a week on the Virtual Learning Environment platform Moodle, on the other hand, 14 students among the 20 students used to spend 1-5 hours only. Overall, it has been noticed that most of the students used to spend 1-5 hours a week on the platform. From the above findings, it has been found that among the 20 students 3 students have never used the library resources function of Moodle. It has been noticed that 4 students among the 20 students sometimes use the library resources function of the platform and on the other hand only 4 people often use the library resources function of the Virtual Learning Environment platform-Moodle. From the above facts, it has been observed that 7 students have given a five-star rating to Moodle and 5 students have given a 4-star rating to Moodle. 6 students among the 20 students have given a 3-star rating and 2 people have given a 2-star rating to Moodle. Overall, it has been found that most of the students have given a 5-star to Moodle. From the above data, it has been noticed that 15 students are satisfied with access to the Virtual learning platform- Moodle and only 2 students are not satisfied with access to Moodle. On the other hand, 2 students are not sure about the access. Overall, it has been noticed that most of the students have been satisfied with access to the platform. From the above observation, it has been inferred that the majority of the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus are satisfied with the Virtual learning platform -Moodle.
· Secondary Findings and Analysis
Theme 1: "Virtual learning includes simplified methods of learning and teaching"
Around 81% of students have admitted to having acquired better grades after they switched to virtual learning (Villaumbrosia, 2022). Virtual learning simplifies complicated topics into simpler forms with the use of digital platforms that make them easier for students to understand. Virtual learning has also helped teachers in adapting easier and more expressive ways of explaining complex topics using presentations and digitally presented visuals. A majority of 55% of people, according to data, says that virtual or online learning is better than in-person education (Busteed, 2020). Virtual platforms like Moodle have a high quality of top content over a variety of topics and subjects that give students enough options to stay on to virtual learning platforms (Moodle, 2022c).
Theme 2: “Virtual learning saves travelling effort and costs of teachers and students”
Over 6 million around the globe have opted for virtual learning due to Covid-19 restrictions which disabled them to attend physical classes. The students, as well as teachers, adapted to virtual learning which ultimately resulted in the emission of their travelling costs as well as efforts. The time saved by the students can be used by them for other productive tasks such as learning new skills. Cutting down on the cost of transportation makes virtual learning cost-effective which is affordable for people with low financial backgrounds too (Adeoye, 2020). At a time when two out of five students drop out of college citing financial reasons, virtual learning will provide those students ample opportunity and time to work and earn and at the same time complete their education simultaneously (Giovanetti, 2022). Virtual learning also solves the same problems teachers face in some cases.
[bookmark: _Toc112259628]Discussion with relevant literature 
According to Dung (2020), Virtual Learning platforms are widely appreciated by students for their flexibility and cost-effectiveness. It also permits the students to take more courses according to their choices. It also gives the students to check their performances at any time which indeed helps the students to assess their growth. Virtual learning platform engages the students more because of their flexibility and class duration. From the above observations, it has been noticed that the majority of the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus spend at least 1-5 hours a week on the platform however, most of the people do not spend more than 15 hours on the platform. It indicates the engagement of the student on the platform and, they are familiar with the virtual learning platform- Moodle which directly improves the learning trends of the students of the UK. In reference to Doumanis (2019), Virtual Learning platforms like Moodle are gaining popularity in current days. This platform provides many tools to the teachers which indeed simplifies the total learning process. From the above findings, it has been observed that the virtual Learning Platform is also helping these students at the university by simplifying the complex contents which lead the students to give more ratings to the platform Moodle. Among the 20 students, many of the students have given a 5-star rating to Moodle.
According to Syafei and Ulfah (2020), the Behaviorism theory of learning states that all students learn something from their interaction with the external environment. This theory puts more emphasis on the feedback and reviews of the learners which helps the learner to achieve their goals more precisely. It also helps to get the data about the behaviors of the students which indeed helps the institution to improve their learning process. From the above findings, it is observed that most of the students find it suitable to take virtual learning classes as this gives them the opportunity to give feedback about their learning and it also gives them the chance to learn something in their suitable environment. It also gives them the chance to interact with the teacher to clear any doubt. Therefore, it eventually increases the rates of student engagement in virtual platforms like Moodle.
Another learning theory which is widely accepted by institutions is the Cognitive learning theory. According to Kirschner et al. (2018), Cognitive Learning Theory states that the positive outcome of learning cannot be achieved if the content of the course causes a cognitive overload in the students. A learner has sometimes a limited processing capacity, however, if the content creates a cognitive overload on the students, they feel tedious which directly influences the learning process. From the above findings, it has been observed that the virtual Learning platform-Moodle modifies its module according to the needs of the student which indeed does not create a cognitive overload on the students.
[bookmark: _Toc112259629]Conclusion 
From the above findings overall, it can be concluded that Virtual Learning Environment-Moodle plays a significant role in the student's Learning Process. Virtual Learning Platform is very cost-effective and flexible which indeed increases the interest of the students to study on the platform. The students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus have also agreed to the fact that Moodle helps them to learn from their places which indeed saves their time and travel cost. It also gives the opportunities to the university to modify and improve its content more specifically according to the need of the students. Moodle gives the opportunities to communicate and interact with the teachers which give students an option to clear their doubts related to any topic which enhances the overall growth of the Learning process. It also helps them to learn the courses from their place during covid 19 pandemic which helps them to continue their studies during the pandemic. It can be concluded that students use the library resources function of the platform which helps them to gain more knowledge about the topics. Overall, it can be concluded that the impact of the Virtual Learning environment- Moodle is very positive on the students at the university, as they feel it very useful, flexible and cost-effective learning platform.
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