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[bookmark: _Toc70602786]INTRODUCTION
Virtual learning environment refers to a web based platform which is used for digital aspects of study. It provides online based platform to students as well as teachers for improving their overall learning experiences (Ryan and Poole, 2019). Under this, technology is used for the purpose of learning. Main aim of VLE system is to provide creative as well as interactive environment to students as well as teachers. It is also assists professors in plan, create, store as well as disseminate content over virtual platforms in an efficient manner. In educational institutions now it has become a trend to use digital platforms for the purpose of studies as it helps in doing study in time as well as cost effective manner. The present report is related to analyze the impact of VLE which is gaining higher popularity nowadays. A detailed questionnaire has been included in the report with an aim to get appropriate information.  Moreover, virtual learning environment has become important in present time which is putting a lot of significant impact over education setting.
[bookmark: _Toc70602787]Research aim: “To identify the impact of virtual learning environment over learning of students”.
[bookmark: _Toc70602788]Research Objectives
· To acknowledge the concept of virtual learning environment.
· To analyze the impact of virtual learning environment over learning of students.
· To identify challenges in implementing virtual learning environment.
[bookmark: _Toc70602789]Research Questions
· What is the concept of virtual learning environment?
· What is the impact of virtual learning environment over learning of students?
· What are the challenges in implementing virtual learning environment?
[bookmark: _Toc70602790]Literature Review:
To acknowledge the concept of virtual learning environment
According to Victoria Puzhevich, (2020), Virtual learning is a system under which online applications and platforms are used in order to maintain interaction between faculty members and students. It is often used in higher studies where students look for flexibility during studies. Sometimes, students also wish to continue their jobs along with studies. In this situation, virtual learning is considered as highly important as it also provides flexibility to students to learn as per their own requirement. Here, lectures are also provided on real time basis. So, students can easily interact with faculties and clear out their all doubts. Further, virtual learning also have the feature of creating as well as storing lectures which provide feasibility to both teachers as well as students. It provides such an online platform to students as well as teachers which improve their overall learning experiences. It offers digital based solution with an aim to create interactive work environment where students can easily grasp the concept effectively. This platform is widely used within educational institutions for providing great flexibility to teachers as well as students. It is a time and cost effective way of study with the use of latest & updated techniques. It provides feasibility to teachers to create, record as well as deliver sessions in an effective manner. There is also arrangement of proper assessment so that students get to know about their current level of performance thus they can prepare appropriate strategies for further betterment. 
To analyze the impact of virtual learning environment over learning of students
According to Debra Meyer, (2020), it is stated that virtual learning enhances inclusivity as here shy students also get an opportunity to participate in different activities. In class room, there are a lot of student’s studies together so sometimes shy students hesitate to ask question and take part in activities. Here, virtual learning platform helps to bring inclusivity within class room. In addition to this, virtual learning can be easily access by all the students only they are required to have computer or laptop and access of internet. It is quiet easy through virtual platform to take sessions as there are no fixed time period of classes. Students can also go through with recorded sessions. There is also feature to ask the query from on timely basis. So, students can get answer of their query in timely manner which further help in making a bright career. In contrast of traditional approach virtual platform also have mechanism to provide feedbacks immediately through which students can improve their week areas effectively. Apart from this, using virtual platform also enhance technical skills of students as here then use online approaches methods for learning. Apart from this, there are also some adverse impacts of virtual environment as in this students and teachers cannot interact with each other personally. Here, lack of personal touch can hamper the concentration of student. It is often analyzed that in online class’s students become casual and less discipline. They are not likely to attend the sessions in timely manner rather go through with recorded sessions. So, students need to be discipline during virtual studies for getting better results.
To identify challenges in implementing virtual learning environment
According to Lisa Plitnichenko, (2020), it is analyzed that there is huge adaptability issues faced in use of virtual learning. Some students are used to traditional approach so they found it difficult to cope up with online techniques. Due to the sudden changes from traditional learning to virtual learning, they are not able to adapt online learning. In addition to this, there are also technical issues in virtual platform. For taking virtual sessions, it is imperative to have system and high speed internet services. Unavailability of proper internet connection and other technical faults might raise issues in virtual learning. If, students wish to take online classes, then they need to have good knowledge of computer. But, there are still some students who are not have adequate computer literacy. They are not even able to operate MS word, Power point and other applications. If, during online classes some issues arise then students are not able to deal with these issues on their own which create constraint in online learning. Therefore, there are a lot of challenges in virtual learning environment.
[bookmark: _Toc70602791]Primary source:
Primary source is a crucial source of data collection under which data is collected by researcher with own efforts. The primary data is raw and first handed which is collected for purpose of current research without any intervention of external parties. Some crucial sources of primary data collection are questionnaire, survey, observation and more. Researcher needs to put a lot of efforts, time for collection of primary information. It also requires higher cost and time. Here, primary data is reliable and authentic as collected by investigator efficiently. In this, questionnaire has been prepared for collecting necessary data and information from respondents. For this purpose, a sample of 30 respondents has been taken into consideration. In this regard, questionnaire is given as under:





Questionnaire
	Question 1) Are you aware with the concept of virtual learning environment?
A)Yes
B)No
Question 2) According to you what are the strategies can use for enhancement of virtual learning environment?
A)Online Safety and cyber wellness
B) Keeping students motivated and engaged
C) Channels of interaction and feedback
Question 3) What are the resources need to require for online learning?
A)A functioning computer
B) Good internet connection
C) Webcam
Question 4) What are the safety tips in use of virtual learning environment?
A)Do not share personal information
B)Beware of online bullying
C)Protect password
Question 5) According to you what are possible impact of virtual learning?
A)Increase Adaptability 
B)Flexibility
C)Enhancement in technical knowhow
Question 6) What are the challenges of virtual learning?
A)Adaptability issue
B)Technical issue
C)Time management
Question 7) What do you think, does virtual learning environment really helps in enhancing knowledge and skills of students?
A)Yes
B)No




Data Analysis:
Theme: Are you aware with the concept of virtual learning environment
	Question 1) Are you aware with the concept of virtual learning environment?
	Frequency

	(a) Yes
	17

	(b) No
	13


 

Interpretation: According to the above graph 17 respondents out of 30 are well aware with the concept of virtual learning environment. Rest, 13 individuals do not have more idea about the respective concept. 


Theme: According to you what are the strategies can use for enhancement of virtual learning environment
	Question2) According to you what are the strategies can use for enhancement of virtual learning environment?
	Frequency

	A)Online Safety and cyber wellness
	8

	B) Keeping students motivated and engaged
	10

	C) Channels of interaction and feedback
	12





Interpretation: As per the above graph, 8 respondents consider online safety and cyber wellness as per the crucial strategy of virtual learning environment. While, rest 10 individual consider keeping students motivated and inspired as the effective strategy of virtual learning environment. On other side, according to 12 respondents channels of interaction and feedback is vital strategy for virtual learning environment.

Theme: What are the resources need to require for online learning
	Question 3) What are the resources need to require for online learning?
	Frequency

	A)A functioning computer
	10

	B) Good internet connection
	12

	C) Webcam
	8




Interpretation: The above graph depicts that there are a lot of resources required during online classes. According to 10 respondents a functioning computer is most crucial resource for online learning. Rest, 12 individuals consider good internet connection as most effective resource for virtual learning. On other side, as per 8 individuals webcam is necessary resource for online learning. 


Theme: The safety tips in use of virtual learning environment
	Question 4) What are the safety tips in use of virtual learning environment?
	Frequency

	A)Do not share personal information
	15

	B)Beware of online bullying
	8

	C)Protect password
	7




Interpretation: According to 15 respondents out of 30 not sharing personal information is most crucial safety tip while using virtual platform. Other, 8 respondent consider, beware from online bullying is considered as one of the effective safety tips in the use of online platform. As per rest 7 individuals, it is important to protect password while using virtual platform.


Theme: According to you what are possible impact of virtual learning
	Question 5) According to you what are possible impact of virtual learning?
	Frequency

	A)Increase Adaptability
	10

	B) Flexibility
	13

	C) Enhancement in technical knowhow
	7




Interpretation: The above graph shows that virtual learning put a great impact over students. According to 10 respondents, it helps in increasing adaptability. As per rest 13 individual, it provides flexibility to learners. While, 7 respondents consider enhancement in technical knowledge as most significant impact of virtual learning.




Theme: The challenges of virtual learning
	Question6) What are the challenges of virtual learning?
	Frequency

	A)Adaptability issue
	10

	B)Technical issue
	12

	C)Time management
	8




Interpretation: According to 10 respondents, adaptability issue is the major issue of virtual learning. As per rest 12 individuals, technical issues  are considered as major challenges of virtual learning. Rest 8 respondents take time management as major issue of online learning. 




Theme: What do you think, does virtual learning environment really helps in enhancing knowledge and skills of students
	Question7) What do you think, does virtual learning environment really helps in enhancing knowledge and skills of students?
	Frequency

	(a) Yes
	18

	(b) No
	12




Interpretation: The above graph shows that according to 18 respondents virtual learning environment helps in enhancing knowledge and skills of people. Whereas, 12 respondents consider that there is no relation between enhancement in knowledge and virtual learning environment.


Secondary sources
	In research, secondary data is also used in an efficient manner. Here, researcher uses already available information which has been gathered by some other researcher for a particular purpose (Melissa Ng Lee Yen, 2020). The major sources of secondary data collection are newspaper, article, journals and more. For the purpose of current research secondary information has been gathered from relevant websites, articles and journals. 


[bookmark: _Toc70602792]CONCLUSION
	With above discussion, it is summarized that virtual learning is a platform in which online techniques, tools are used for the purpose of study. It is concluded that virtual learning put a great impact over learning of students by enhancing adaptability, flexibility and more. Further, there are ample of challenges are faced during virtual learning platform.
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