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MODULE CODE: [CSEN5002]
THE RENAISSANCE
TIME:  1 ½ HOURS
answer TWO questions, ONE FROM SECTION A AND ONE FROM SECTION B

Section A is worth 30%; Section B is worth 70%. 

DO NOT repeat material in your two answers.


Equipment or materials required – None
Adnoddau neu ddefnyddiau sydd eu hangen - Dim




SECTION A	(30%)

ANSWER EITHER QUESTION (1) OR (2)

(1)	Comment on the following sonnet from Sidney’s Astrophil and Stella. Consider how the situation is presented by Astrophil, how the speaker presents time or the narrative dimension of his situation, and how the language and form of the sonnet contribute to its overall effect. Relate your commentary on this sonnet to the sonnet sequence as a whole. You may wish to consider how the sonnet can relate to views on the power of poetry to move the reader, expressed by Sidney in his Defence of Poesy.


STELLA oft sees the verie face of wo
	Painted in my beclowded stormie face :
	But cannot skill to pitie my disgrace,
Not though thereof the cause her selfe she know :
Yet hearing late a fable, which did show				[5]
	Of Lovers never knowne, a grievous case,
	Pitie thereof gate in her breast such place
That, from the sea deriv’d, teares’ spring did flow.
	Alas, if Fancy drawne by imag’d things,
Though false, yet with free scope more grace doth breed,		[10]
Then servant’s wracke, where new doubts honor brings ;
Then thinke my deare, that you in me do reed
	Of Lover’s ruine some sad Tragedie :
	I am not I, pitie the tale of me.



(2)	Comment on the arguments presented by Milton in the following extract from The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce. Consider how the rhetoric and logic of the passage affect its persuasiveness. And relate your commentary on this passage to the whole work from which it is extracted. You may wish to consider how the extract contributes to your understanding of the role of charity in Milton’s thinking.


Hitherto the Position undertaken hath bin declar'd, and prov'd by a Law of God, that Law prov'd to be moral, and unabolishable for many reasons equal, honest, charitable, just, annext therto. It follows now that those places of Scripture which have a seeming to revoke the prudence of Moses, or rather that mercifull decree of God, be forthwith explain'd and reconcil'd. For what are all these reasonings worth, will some reply, whenas the words of Christ are plainly against all divorce, except in case of fornication. To whom he whose minde were to answer no more but this, except also in case of charity, might safely appeal to the more plain words of Christ in defence of so excepting. Thou shalt doe no manner of worke saith the commandment of the Sabbath. Yes saith Christ works of charity. And shall we be more severe in paraphrasing the considerat and tender Gospel, then he was in expounding the rigid and peremptory Law? What was ever in all appearance lesse made for man, and more for God alone* then the Sabbath? yet when the good of man comes into the scales, we hear that voice of infinite goodnesse and benignity that Sabbath was made for man, not man for Sabbath. What thing ever was more made for Man alone and lesse for God then mariage? And shall we load it with a cruel and senceles bondage utterly against both the good of man and the glory of God? Let who so will now listen, I want neither pall nor mitre,◊ I stay neither for ordination nor induction, but in the firm faith of a knowing Christian, which is the best and truest endowment of the keyes,# I pronounce, the man who shall bind so cruelly a good and gracious ordinance of God, hath not in that the Spirit of Christ. Yet that every text of Scripture seeming opposite may be attended with a due exposition, this other part ensues, and makes account to find no slender arguments for this assertion out of those very Scriptures, which are commonly urg'd against it.


[bookmark: alone]*more for God alone	According to Genesis, God rested from all his work of creation on the seventh day, thus anticipating the institution of the Sabbath as a day of rest
[bookmark: pall]
◊  pall nor mitre	A pall is a liturgical vestment worn by bishops and archbishops; a mitre is episcopal headgear. 

# the keyes 		The keys of St Peter



SECTION B	(70%)

ANSWER ONE QUESTION

1. How illuminating is it to think of the dramatic world of King Lear as anatomized? Consider this view of the play in relation to the view expounded by Sidney, in his Defence of Poesy, that tragedy is characterised by its opening of ‘the greatest wounds’ and the exposure of moral ‘ulcers that are covered with tissue’.

2. To what extent do you think that King Lear is a tragic dramatic realisation of the destructive consequences of an emergent individualism in the early modern period?

3. To what extent do you agree that the image of the infant Christ in Milton’s ‘Nativity Ode’ enables Milton to make an investment of his nascent poetic subjectivity and creates imaginary narratives projecting a future career?

4. Annabel Patterson has said that the indistinguishability of Milton’s early poems from the poetry of the courtiers, together with the fact that they were published by Humphrey Moseley, ‘makes it difficult to argue that they were really expressions of alienation from the same court culture, a critique posed from within’. Do you agree?

5. Outline the argument in Milton’s Areopagitica and contextualise it in relation to the history of licensing in England.
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