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INTRODUCTION:

The research into adverse childhood experiences (ACE’S) has been developed over several years after first being discovered in the late 1980’s by a Dr. Vincent Felitti, who went on to research the long-lasting effects of ACEs for many years after its first discovery (Felitti et al., 1998). Currently there are ten recognised ACEs, which range from abuse, neglect and a disrupted or unstable household, however there are many additional adversaries which have since been recognised to have a lasting impact. Adults being informed on ACEs is essential for supporting children’s overall wellbeing and creating a safer and healthier future for everyone - children are our future and pave the way future generations will live. It is every adult’s responsibility to ensure that children are safeguarded and correctly supported, and the importance of parents and carers understanding ACEs is pivotal because these experiences can have a grave impact on a child’s development and health, with its effects lasting throughout adulthood (Liverpool CAMHS, 2023). The focal point of this project is to explore the lasting effects of ACEs and to what extent these experiences have on the impact of criminality and the risk of exploitation. Although there is lots of information and statistics available regarding ACEs and its links to criminality and exploitation, the aim of this research is to determine the public’s perception and knowledge of ACEs and its links to criminality and exploitation, and whether they feel equipped to deal with them. The aim of this project is to raise awareness of ACEs and how the adversaries can have an impact on criminality and exploitation, signs of adversaries in children and safeguarding to prevent crime and exploitation in these children. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

As part of this project, primary research will be conducted by means of a questionnaire. A sample size of around 25 to 30 people from multiple professions will be asked to complete the set of questions, focused on ACEs, crime and exploitation.

The objectives of the research are;
-Identify the participants knowledge on Adverse Childhood Experiences, their understanding of ACEs, and whether they could identify them in children. 

-Identify the participants knowledge of exploitation, their understanding of it and whether they could identify it.

-To explore whether the participants feel educated and informed to correctly deal with ACEs and exploitation.

-Finally, to explore the impact participants have noted on ACEs, and their views on whether there is any correlation between crime and exploitation.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The use of readily available research will be utilised alongside the new findings of the proposed research. It is intended that a wide variety of sources are used as part of the research, such as publicly available information from agencies which specialise in safeguarding of children and agencies working within the rehabilitation of offenders. As this is a very well researched topic area, there are many informative articles which will be used to assist in the research of this project. The project will seek to use statistics from the Office for National Statistics. The questionnaire will aim to show the publics perception of ACEs, whether they feel appropriately informed to deal with them and their views on its links to criminality and exploitation, as the publics perception into this is believed to be lacking research.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

To conduct the research outlined above, it is proposed that a questionnaire would be most suited to identify the desired results, and there are multiple reasons for this. Firstly, a questionnaire is much more time efficient over other methods such as interviews when considering a large sample size. A questionnaire can be done with ease, with a set of questions being inputted into a document and sent to participants at the same time, which allows the participants to complete this within their own time, which will result in a higher participant rate (providing a deadline/completion date is clearly highlighted). In comparison, interviewing each individual participant would be time consuming due to having to organise a convenient time and date with each participant to complete the relevant questions. A questionnaire is also the most cost-effective method when considering research. The aim for this research is that 25 to 30 people participate in the questionnaire, which will look at the participants knowledge, views and opinions on the topic. It is likely that with the questionnaire being sent electronically, with an option for participants to remain anonymous, the results will be more factual and honest.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

A sample size of 25 to 30 people will be asked to complete the questionnaire. This is a good sample size to gain an unbiased, range of responses. The questionnaire will be sent to persons over the age of eighteen and will not aim to seek the views of any experts in the subject area, or persons with a particular interest on the topic, as the intention of the research is to gain an understanding on the public’s perception of the topic. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

All ethical issues have been carefully considered throughout the creation of the proposal. Although this topic area may be a sensitive subject to some persons, there are no prominent ethical issues identified from conducting this research. Participants will be consenting adults all above the age of eighteen, made aware of the topic contents, and will not be pressured into completing the questionnaire. 


	TIME SCALE:

The initial stage of the questionnaire will be to create the questionnaire. To do this, a multitude of questions will be created, considering all relevant topics regarding the research objectives of this project. Once the questions have been selected and finalised, the questionnaire will be sent out to 25 to 30 consenting participants, who will then have two weeks to complete the questionnaire (this will be highlighted for participants awareness). Once the desired number of participants have completed the questionnaire, the research can then be collated into data and used within this dissertation project.
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