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Last semester during the Developing Creative Project module, I choose to write a script for my creative project. During that module I researched and planned out what I would be writing in this semester. I decided that I would be writing a murder mystery script, I created character profiles and narrative plot points. When I started this semester I was prepared and ready to start writing my script. I was able to focus this module on writing my script. Last semester I planned and researched what I was going to be writing about for this semester, I also came up with an estimated length of the script. I agreed that my script would be around sixty pages long, a short film. During this module I have really enjoyed writing my script, I had some worries beforehand and I was lucky enough during the script writing process not to run into any massive problems. 

During the module I met with tutor every week to discuss the progress of my script. In our first meeting I agreed to write eight pages a week until I had finished the script. Before I started writing my script I had some worries and concerns. I was worried that I wasn’t going to be able to find the right pacing for the story. I was concerned that I would rush the key narrative plot points. I was also concerned that I was going to create plot holes in my script. I was also worried that I was going to face massive problems writing natural sounding dialog.  I found that writing eight pages a week to be very beneficial. It allowed me to focus on that week’s pages and allow the narrative to flow better than I expected. Writing eight pages a week also helped me with the pacing of the narrative. I was able to better plot the narrative points each week. I was also worried before writing my script because I had never written a script on this scale before and I was concerned that I wasn’t going to be able to write the story for the planned duration. 

When I was writing my script I found that I was letting the story flow naturally. It allowed me to think of new scenes to add that I didn’t think of when I was planning the script, in the previous module. While writing like this I did face some problems. Some plot points that I planned in the previous module now didn’t fit with the story that I was writing. I did worry that this would affect how the story was going to end. I was able to work around these issues and create more studied plot points to my story. 

The research that I carried out last semester has helped me to write my script. The research has helped me with the worries and concerns that I had prior to writing the script, as well as helping me with problems I faced while writing the script. It helped me to find the tone of my script. Finding the right tone for my script was very important to me. I didn’t was it to be too dark, I wanted to have a nice balanced tone similar to what you would find in Silent Witness. My research also helped me with how I conveyed the key information throughout the script. My research helped to to see that it is important to sprinkle the information throughout the script and to to give it all at the beginning. 

The planning that I did last semester has allowed me to  focus more this semester on writing my script. Some of the planning that I did has ended up changing. One of the things that I have changed from my planning, was the suspect’s motives to why they may have killed the victim. They changed because when it came to the writing what I had planned either didn’t fit in properly with the story or they were too far-fetched for the tone of the script. Some of the planning that I did last semester really did help me when writing the script. The characters’ profiles where a massive help to me when writing. They helped me to make better decisions for the characters. I also planned the narrative plot points. I knew when I was planning my script that I wasn’t going to be able to plan everything that was going to happen in the narrative, I wanted to see how the story flowed naturally, but I did plan key plot points. These helped me when writing. 

Whilst writing my script I was able to develop my characters. I started off last semester with the idea of what I would like my characters to be like. I was able to them build them individual profiles. I also created a mood board for each of my seven characters, this really helped me to visualise the individual characters. Before writing the script I was concerned that I wasn’t going to be able to visualise the individual characters, I thought when it came to their actions and dialog I wouldn’t know what they would do. The profiles and mood boards helped me with my concerns. I enjoyed developing my characters, their development really benefits the script narrative. 

I really enjoyed developing the narrative, thinking of new different ways a scene could end or a new way a scene could be written. I had fun coming up with ways in which the detective would find a clue, or a new reason for her to suspect someone. I found when I was writing the script that some of the scenes came naturally, but others where harder to think of. I was also worried about writing the more important key scenes. I was concerned that I wasn’t going to be able to write the scene how I envisioned it. What helped me with my worries and concerns was planning the key information I wanted and then seeing what naturally came for that scene, if it didn’t work, I would rewrite the scene until I was happy with it. 

During this semester I have been meeting with Emily, who is also writing a script for her major project. We have been meeting discuss out scripts, the progress we have been making and ideas we have for the rest of our scripts. We also read each other’s scripts and gave feedback and advice on how to move forward. I found this very helpful, we were able to run ideas off each other and help each other out when we had a problem. The feedback I received from Emily I really appreciated because she is my pier. Her advice also helped me out a lot, it was interesting getting her opinions and point of view on the narrative and the characters. She helped me to see that some of the actions of the characters did fit or where unlike the characters.   

The feedback that I received about my script, during the writing process and afterwards, I found to be very useful. Each week I would send my new pages of the script along with the corrections to Susan so that we were able to discuss them in out next tutor meeting. These meeting where very helpful, if I had any questions I was able to ask Susan, if she had any concerns about the script she was able to share them with me. Susan also looked over my script for any spelling or grammar mistakes. I also received feedback from my family and friends who read my script. Their feedback helped me in a different way. They read the script more as an audience member so their feedback was different to Susan’s and Emily’s. They told what they thought worked well in the script and what they thought didn’t, so that I was able to make changes. Some of the feedback I received from people helped me to also see characters and situations in a new way, how they might have perceived it when reading the script. Over the course of the script writing process I only had problems with a few scenes. Some of them didn’t fit in well with the story and others with the tone of the script. Having feedback helped me to see what worked and what didn’t work in my script. 


My biggest issue when it came to writing the script was writing natural sounding dialog. It was important to me that the dialog flowed naturally and sound natural, rather than robotic. Many of the corrections I have done to the script where to the dialog, tweaking sentences to make sure it sounded right. In order to get the dialog sounding right I went through the script with a few people and they read out the dialog. This helped because I was able to here back the dialog back and see if it sounded right and if it fit in the scene well. 

I have enjoyed this module immensely. I have had great fun writing my script in a genre that I love and admire. I have learnt a lot on how to write a script, I had previous knowledge before this module, but I have been able to expand and grow on what I already know. I have learnt a lot on my chosen genre, how it works and what work well in a murder mystery. I have really enjoyed creating my characters and allowing them to develop throughout the script. I have enjoyed the whole script writing experience. I liked getting feedback on my script because it allowed me to improve upon what I had already created. 

This experience has helped me to gain more confidence in my script writing. Before I started I was nervous that I want going to be able to write a sixty-page script, that I wasn’t going to be able to carry the narrative for that long and that my characters would be boring and two dimensional. From this experience I have found that I am able to carry a narrative over the span of a sixty-pages, before this the longest script I had written was seven pages. I have learnt from the experience how to create a character profile and how to let them grow and develop over the duration of the script. 

Now that I have finished my script I am very pleased with what I have achieved during this module. I am pleased that I was able to overcome all of my worries and concerns I had before starting this module. I am also happy with my overall outcome of my work, I am glad that I was able to stick to the duration originally agreed upon last semester. I am glad that I enjoyed my time writing the script, I was able to focus more on the writing. 
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