Why was Joker 2019 so controversial?
Introduction 
This literature research is to show how the Joker 2019 film shows realistic issues worldwide and how specifically Americans are suffering with, bad health care, class issues, Justice and protests which the Joker film has shown and helped groups start after this film, like Black life’s matter. Also, how high class and rich get all the benefits with the best health care and the lower/working class can barely pay their hospitals bills. Also why did this film come out at that time as there was lots of social issues like the start of Covid 19. 
Joker 
Arthur Fleck (Joaquin Phoenix) is our entryway into a circa-1981 Gotham in which social services are falling apart, crime is rampant, and the general populace is struggling to get by. Abused as a child and suffering from a neurological condition that sets him off on maniacal laughing fits for no reason,
Health care crisis in America
Past and present Americans health has been in a huge crisis and while it came out Covid 19 started to spread, killing over 200,000 Americans which it crippled the health care. Those in America you must pay or your health insurance overs it. But many people with the money to cover the hospital bills most of them don’t go. You can see in the Joker film which is based in 1981 Gotham which is a New York, the city is very dirty with there being lots of litter and there being lots of organized crime. With this Gotham being more realistic with it looking gritty and lots if rubbish bags left outside, than the other ones shown in other Batman films, it does show the real state of American streets: Jeffrey Brown (2021) A city without a hero: Joker and rethinking hegemony, New Review of Film and Television Studies.
With the city being so dirty and industrial it has a huge effect on the lower/working class health as they can't afford the proper help instead get given meditation which might just help for short term. Between January 2020 and December 2021, life expectancy dropped in the U.S. With the pandemic a continuing threat to global health and well-being. 
In Joker, the titular character—whose real name is Arthur Fleck—suffers from many of the afflictions often present in those with TBI. He has a history of head trauma, taking a sign to the head at the beginning of the film, as well as having multiple traumatic brain injuries previously due to systematic abuse. According to the CDC, in 2014 (the last year data was collected), about 2.8 million traumatic brain injury (TBI)-related emergency department (ED) visits, hospitalizations, and deaths occurred in the United States.
Protests 
Also, there were wrongful deaths of black men and women at the hands of the police and the main one which was everywhere was George Floyd death which started the Black Life’s Matter moved around the world.  Perhaps it was inevitable that the visage of the Joker would become a common image evoked through the real-world protests in America. The Joker film had a huge impact on protestors around the world after its international release. The Joker’s signature look or wearing plastic Joker masks (for example see Cereceda, 30 October 2019; McAuley, November 11, 2019) the Joker started to appear end masse among protestors challenging everything from indigenous land rights to voter suppression, to global warming.
Class
Even though the film came out before all this happened, but it does show the film shows real life situations which this it shows with it showing the Higher/richer people can all the power and it's affecting the working/lower classes with them suffering e.g., mental health, health care and police brutality, killing them. In this Joker might look like the villain like he is in the Batman vs Joker films but in this film, he shown to be the one to show the world what the rich are doing to the poor as he goes on a TV show which he is treated differently than a viewer. 43% Americans identify as middle class. By Robert Bird and Frank Newport, February 27, 2017. Gallup's last analysis showed that 3% of Americans identified themselves as upper class, 15% as upper-middle class, 43% as middle class, 30% as working class and 8% as lower class.
Arthur (Joker) is lower class with him working as a Clown which is very low paying job, and he uses what money he has left to get medication for him and his mother which she is bed bond. Although the film walks a fine line between exploration and validation, Joker is ultimately an in-your-face examination of a broken system that creates its own monsters. The less obvious, but perhaps the most compelling, aspect of the film is the interweaving of class politics and social commentary. According to CHAUNCEY K. ROBINSON October 4, 2019
 Many studies demonstrate that social classes can positively predict individual health [5–11]. Compared with the lower class, the upper classes have longer life spans, a better health status, and less possibility of suffering from a physical disability PLoS One. 2021; 16(7): e0254692. Published online 2021 Jul 16
The movie shows that with no emergence of capable leadership anarchy can fill the vacuum. It seems clear that Arthur’s character is being explored as a symbol of this chaos and destruction. According to CHAUNCEY K. ROBINSON October 4, 2019
Justice 
The main Justice in Joker 2019 is social justice between working class and the wealthy, with joker being working trying his best to take care of himself and his mother which they both need medication, as we see him start as a Clown then wants to become a comedian. This film is all about social justice and social movement which we see Joker on TV telling everyone about reality and how the rich are using them. His reaction to the injustice of Gotham city is to go on a rampage and slaughter civilians. He was a victim of injustice, but his reactions were unjustifiable. Joker is an adaptation of Merton's strain theory and Agnew's general strain theory because it depicts how societal pressures and inequalities can cause individuals to rebel against the norms and laws of society. 
The current social issues are Climate justice, Healthcare, Refugee crisis, Racial injustice, income gap, gun violence, hunger insecurity and equality which are the bigger issues worldwide and in America with there being lots of protest to help battle these issues so people can have justice to control them. According to Yeshiva University March 16, 2020.
Voting rights - Exercising the right to vote is one of the social justice issues prioritized by the National Association of Social Workers
Climate justice - The effects of climate change can be seen all over the news from wildfires in Australia to record-breaking temps in the Arctic
Healthcare - This year, the COVID-19 pandemic has shown just how vital access to healthcare really is as many communities struggle to access tests, treatment and mental health professionals.
Refugee crisis - This displaced population faces the challenges of accessing education, healthcare, job opportunities and other resources. Whether it’s escaping conflict in their home country or a natural disaster, refugees need additional support dealing with the logistical, mental and emotional burdens of their situation—support that social workers are uniquely adept at providing.
Racial injustice - Racism has a long history in the United States, and its impact can be found in every facet of education, business, media and day-to-day life.
Income gap - Social workers play a critical role in assisting those struggling. Also, pay disparities can be a factor at play, based on both races, gender and sexuality.
Gun violence - From homicides to mass shootings to suicides, gun violence is a particularly troubling problem in the U.S., where homicides tied to firearms is the highest among developed nations
Hunger and food insecurity - Food insecurity remains a stubborn issue to solve, so as unemployment rises and many schools remain closed, accessing food through food banks and free school lunches will become more difficult.
Equality - It’s an issue that pervades nearly all the issues already presented—whether it’s related to finances or access to resources. 
Vigilante
The Joker is a clown-themed criminal/vigilante operating in Gotham, this is mostly in every other batman and joker but, He becomes, like Batman, a vigilante. This R-rated comic book-inspired film is not for kids, who would likely be bored anyway given the lack of superhero histrionics.
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