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Essay Writing

* Therefore a well structured Essay that demonstrates
good understanding of the QUESTION is FUNDEMENTAL.

» Coursework is designed to assess the Students
understanding of the subject area / module topic.

* Failure to communicate / demonstrate the
understanding = lower marks.



So do | just write or think and write?




Basic essay structure

A title

T

An introduction

e

A main body

o

A conclusion
%

References




Stages in (general) assignment writing

1. Read the assignment instructions thoroughly. What exactly do you need to do?

2. Read, make notes, think critically, repeat. This is a crucial step!

I

3. Make a general plan with the main points.

///% WMZW/ a dtailed plan, focusing on creating a clear structure.

5. Check the plan. Is the task addressed fully? Are you being critical?






Planning your essay.

» Once you've understood the task requirements, done some reading and come up with
some 1deas for what to include, you can start mapping out your assignment structure.

« A good plan is key for a well-structured assignment - don't just launch into writing
with no idea of where you're going!

» This planning stage can also be a useful opportunity to think more deeply about the
assignment and consider how the different ideas fit together, so it can help you
develop your argument.

* It's ok to make changes to your plan later - you might come up with more ideas, or
another line of argumentation while writing. Make sure that you check the structure
is still logical though!



Planning your essay

The best way to write a well-structured assignment is to have a good plan before you start writing. What's your
argument? What are the main points you want to include? What's a logical way to order these points? Don't just

launch into writing with no idea of where you're going!

To make a general plan:

Make a list of the information and points to include.
Organise similar points into groups.

Put the groups in a logical order.

Within each group, organise the points logically.

Check the plan to make sure it meets task requirements.
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Analysing the Task -
Topic




Example



















What constitutes a “good” Essay




Essay structure

introduction

body paragraphs

conclusion







Essay structure

introduction

body paragraphs

conclusion
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Guidance for writing an essay

e Introduction

An introduction provides some background to the
issues that will be explored in the essay, and
indicates how the topic / question will be addressed.

The whole point is to provide a context for your
discussion.






Introduction







Coverage of literature

» You must ensure that your essay covers a reasonable
amount of information relevant to the question that
you are addressing. You must try to present a
balanced argument, which often means finding
information for and against a particular position. Also
the literature must be up to date. Marks may be lost
where old sources are used when more up to date
references are available.



Structure

» An essay must have a clear structure in order for the
reader to follow your argument. There should be a
clear progression of ideas. The type of ordering used is
highly individual and will also depend on the question.
Ordering need not necessarily be chronological
(particularly if this does not form a logical argument).




Clarity of argument

* Most essays present an argument, which means that
there is often more than one theory covered and
conflicting perspectives. You must try and indicate how
a particular piece of evidence relates to theories that
you are discussing (does it lend support or dispute).
Using research evidence effectively to clarify your
argument is a very important aspect of essay writing.
Studies reported should be relevant and this relevance
should be made explicit in your work.



Critical analysis

» This is where you come in. Stop writing, engage brain
and start to think about the issues that you are
discussing. Are the arguments plausible? Do they ignore
important pieces of evidence? Do they explain what they
are supposed to explain? Have they been interpreted
accurately? This is where you show how you are an
intelligent person and not simply a photocopier.
Remember we want to see that you understand what you
have read. Also remember that opinions are of little
value unless they are supported by or grounded in, some
kind of research evidence.
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Research

« How?

» Think about how you
would plan a holiday.
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You must think hard and make careful
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But not everything!



Be selective.....

* Book list

e Library

* Internet

 (advantages/ disadvantages)

* Intranet (module resources
etc)




Sometimes, you will have to repeat some
steps.
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...and attempt this:




Main Focus... “Meat”







Main Focus.... “Meat”
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Structure your answer.

* Aim for a skeleton
structure early on in
the process.

* You can flesh it out
later with more detail




STRUCTURE

e Introduction and Conclusion
* >15% of the content

introduction

body paragraphs

conclusion




Conclusion
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Writing style

* Try to cultivate an objective and authoritative tone.
Don’t be too chatty and informal and aim to write in
the third person. Keep language simple and sentences
a reasonable length. Don’t use long words simply to
sound clever - an occasional trip to the thesaurus
stands out like a sore thumb to the reader! Remember
the point of the essay is to clearly communicate your
ideas on a given subject - read it through and check
that you understand what you’ve written (better still
get a friend to comment)






What is subjective and objective? -
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Check you work carefully -










Using direct Quotes

that extra

. TE lant on quotes
/ standmg on the topic.



As an example
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As an example




Tips
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What is a Good Essay? Checklist

* Have you answered the question in the title?

* Have you drawn on a good range of up to date and relevant material?
* Do you show a grasp of the main issues / theories?

» Have you presented a critical analysis and not merely a description?
* Have you written objectively with appropriate evidence?

* |s the essay reader friendly and logical?

* |s the work your own and is the work of others made clearly visible?

* Have you adhered to word limits?

* Have you referenced properly?



Stages of writing -




Title
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Planning

» Get some notes down on paper - by reading you will have an idea
of what others think - but don’t forget what you think in relation

to the evidence.

» Scrappy notes will soon become a logical plan and just writing
something down gets you over ‘clean page syndrome’!

 Use notes to find themes or arguments you will cover



Organising the material

* When you have the main themes or

arguments, list the evidence or literature,
which relates to each. How do you
propose to use the evidence to ‘tell your
story’?



Writing style

ords or jargon

1ts, lists and sub-headings unless absolutely
tend to make work disjointed and do not read



Remember.....




Irce cited in the essay.
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