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THE 8 R’S WITHIN CRAFT

RENEWABILITY
REINVENT
REVIVE
RESTORE
REPAIR
REPURPOSE
REVALUE
REINSTATE


Reviving and strengthening cultures through the media of art, design and craft is detrimental to prevent the decline of traditional crafts. To revive a skill that has been lost is important, not only for knowledge but also to preserve the importance of handmade products/ skills compared to mass produced  items. If traditional skills are not revived, future generations will have no knowledge of them, and an important part of history is lost. Old traditions are regressing. More often,  mass produced goods that are disposable are favoured over a process that may take longer and cost more. Within craft the idea of the item being hand made holds more significance by the fact it has been personally made, over being mass produced.
Culture, as expressed in art, can be used to renew or revitalize municipalities, region or country, improving quality of life and fostering revitalization (Grodach, 2011; Markusen & Schrock, 2006; Pratt, 2009). (Aquino, Phillips, & Sung, tourism, culture and the creative industries: Reviving Distressed Neighbourhoods with arts-based community tourism, 2012)
(I’m going to find a better quote from a book)


Renewability within the craft world is important, as the role of a craftsperson is make, use and create with materials. If they can change this to a more sustainable way by trying to make the art and craft world carbon neutral to reduce the footprint thus lessening the impact of climate change. Switching to ethically produced or  reusable items is preferable; such as bamboo for paint brushes as it is fast growing and compostable, over plastic brushes. Artists can generate awareness for this by using the renewable materials in their work. “Artists demonstrate each individual’s capacity for change and the responsive sensibility we need to build a collective, sustainable future” (Gormley, 2021). In practicing this, it will create further awareness. Even the way that crafts are made and the production of them is important to consider as it can often be overlooked. A piece of craft could be completely recycled using green energy for example using solar energy to power any power tools, but if it has been transported by air to a gallery, instead of being shipped, it can offset all the hard work in creating it, and make it all redundant.





Repairing objects is more than simply restoring the item to render it usable. Personally, there is always sentimental value that is often significant and vital to the owner. For most, the connection to a piece is more worthful emotionally, over the potential monetary value. Media programmes like The repair shop’ (BBC, 2020) shows the personal connection and craft ship hand in hand. In this show participants bring old, broken, badly stored items to repaired. The final repair often to leads to a very emotional reunion when the item is given back, almost brand new in condition. People often develop an attachment to a possession for its ability to embody and recall personally significant memories (Elise van den Hoven, 2020). Even if the item is easily replaceable or unworking the personal value to item makes it truly invaluable.  Through my personal enterprise in Design Crafts, each piece created hold memory and personal connections with experiences.


References
Aquino, J., Phillips, R., & Sung, H. (2012). tourism, culture and the creative industries: Reviving Distressed Neighbourhoods with arts-based community tourism. Tourism, Culture & Communication.
Aquino, J., Phillips, R., & Sung, H. (2012). tourism, culture and the creative industries: Reviving Distressed Neighbourhoods with arts-based community tourism. Tourism, Culture & Communication.
Aquino, J., Phillips, R., & Sung, H. (2012). Tourism, Culture, and the Creative Industries: Reviving Distressed Neighborhoods with Arts-Based Community Tourism. United States, College Station. Texas: Cognizant Communication Corporation.
BBC. (2020). Retrieved from https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08l581p
Elise van den Hoven, D. O. (2020). Possessions and memories. ScienceDirect.
Gormley, A. (2021, October 13). A greener way of working: seven artists on how they are reducing their carbon footprint in their practice. (L. Buck, Interviewer)







2

