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In this portfolio, the impact of the Welsh language and culture throughout the years will be identified in the Welsh education system.  At the same time, two Welsh cultural events that promote the Welsh language through connections in culture, history, and geographical features will be explored.  The events examined are St. David's Day and the National Eisteddfod, providing an insight into their history, educational opportunities and demonstrating links to policies and procedures, and the relevant learning theory.  

Welsh language through the years. 

The Welsh language is said to be the oldest in Britain and has evolved through the years to what it is today.  However, a divide still exists between North and South Wales, where the Welsh language exhibits distinct dialects.   The origins of Welsh date back to the Brittonic language, often referred to as the British Celtic language, which was spoken many years before the invasion of the Roman occupation in AD 43 (Davies, 2014).   

Welsh has suffered numerous setbacks in the past, including Henry VIII’s Act of Union 1536, which passed a law that banned the use of Welsh and removed its official status (Roberts, 2018). Please see Appendix A on page 10 for more information. The Industrial Revolution also had a significant impact on the Welsh language with the arrival of English speakers during the mass migration that engulfed Wales (Jenkins, 2001).  

It was not until the mid-twentieth century that improvements were made towards the Welsh language.   The Welsh Courts Act of 1942 was passed, which allowed Welsh to be used in the courts again.   This Act was updated in both 1993 and 1997, which finally allowed the Welsh and English languages an equal status (Welsh Parliament, 2025).  
In 1998, the Welsh Assembly was formed; it was known then as the National Assembly for Wales. Its name was changed in 2020 after it was granted more powers, thereby gaining the stature of a national parliament.   The Senedd Cymru, as the Welsh Parliament is known in the Welsh Language, is responsible for making the day-to-day decisions for those who live in Wales (Gov.UK, 2025).  

In 2015 The Welsh Government implemented the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act, which is an act that aims to improve the social, environmental, economic and cultural well-being of Wales (Welsh Government, 2015).  It looks at the long-term impact of public bodies working together with people and the community to prevent future problems and help create a Wales that all want to live in, with 7 well-being goals to work towards, which are: 
· A prosperous Wales
· A resilient Wales
· A healthier Wales
· A more equal Wales
· A Wales of cohesive communities
· A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
· A globally responsible Wales
The law has been put in place to tackle the numerous challenges that Wales is currently facing, including health inequalities, job creation and growth, as well as climate change and poverty.  This law should ensure that the public sector is providing the current and future generations with the best quality of life that is feasible, considering the bearing of the decisions that are made in the long term.   Please see Appendix B (page 10) for a more detailed explanation of the 7 well-being goals.  

Professor Graham Donaldson’s 2015 Successful Futures review for the Welsh Government is an influential report that recommended a fundamental revamp of the Welsh curriculum and assessment procedures.  The report was aimed at preparing children for the future in a better way by changing the current subjects that were overloaded and moving them into four core purposes.  These initiatives aim to transform pupils into ambitious learners, creative contributors, ethical citizens, and healthy individuals, and all supported by a new, skills-focused framework and assessment system (Donaldson, 2015).  

The Donaldson report led the way for the introduction of a major new Curriculum for Wales, which came into effect in September 2022 in all primary schools across Wales.  With the flexibility of the curriculum, schools can develop their own curriculum in line with the national framework.  As well as the four purposes already mentioned, there are six key areas of learning and experiences (AoLEs) that incorporate Welsh, English, Maths, Science, Humanities, Expressive Arts, Health and Wellbeing and Digital Competence, that enable cross-curricular learning that is embedded in all the areas of learning (Welsh Government, 2024).  
The Welsh language has been integrated into the curriculum and has become a central, mandatory focus for all pupils aged 3 to 16 years old.  
 There is a new focus on the progress from beginner to proficient user of the language.  Guidance is available for both Welsh-medium and English-medium schools that supports the development of skills within immersion-integrated learning, along with its cultural context.   The introduction of Language Development Areas is a way to encourage the use of both languages (translanguaging) with the prominence on practical and oral activities to build bilingual pupils in Wales for years to come (Welsh Government, 2019).  

In 2017, the Welsh Government set a target to reach a million Welsh speakers by 2050.  The reason for this is that the government intends to make those pupils leaving school independent users of the Welsh Language (Welsh Government, 2025).  
The Cymraeg 2050 proposal of a million Welsh speakers was based on the information that was gathered from the 2011 Census and will be monitored through future Censuses.  
The 2021 Census indicates that the use of the Welsh language in people over the age of three years old has decreased since the last Census in 2011 by 3%, being the lowest number recorded, and in fact the number of Welsh speakers has been declining since 2001 (Welsh Language Commissioner's, 2026). Please see Appendix C for a graph of statistics on page 11.
The Welsh Language and Education (Wales) Act 2025 was passed, identifying the education sector as a major infrastructure for transforming the linguistic future of the next generation of Welsh speakers (Legislation.gov.uk, 2025).   
Activity 1 – St David’s Day – Overview 

A brief history of St David / Dewi Sant.  

St David’s Day is a celebration that takes place on March 1st every year, where people in Wales and around the world proudly celebrate their Welsh heritage and culture.   The Welsh patron saint, St. David or Dewi Sant in the Welsh translation, was a 6th-century monk known for his miracles, simplicity, and founding of monasteries.  This day honours and marks the death of St David in 589 AD and his canonisation in the 12th century.    
Residing in the city of St David’s, Dewi Sant built on the reputation he established and led the monastery in learning and practising the pure way of life through Christianity (St David’s Cathedral, 2025).  

Research has shown that the leek was a symbol that Dewi Sant ordered soldiers to wear on their helmets in battles in the sixth century when fighting the Saxons, letting the soldiers know who their friends were and who the enemies were, which enabled them to win the battle (Amgueddfa Cymru – Museum Wales, 2025), making the leek a Welsh national emblem.      
Before his death, Dewi Sant left his followers with these final words of encouragement to “Gwnewch y pethau bychain mewn bywyd”, translated to “Do the little things in life,” a motto still cherished by the Welsh people today (Welsh Government, 2025). 

How St David’s Day is celebrated in the 21st century. 

Many traditions relate to the celebration of St David throughout Wales and the rest of the world.  It is common to see people dressed in full Welsh dress and rugby or football shirts marking their pride in being Welsh on the day.   As they are the Welsh national emblems, leeks and daffodils are usually worn as another sign of celebration and pride.  

Traditional foods are made and enjoyed with family and friends, with Welsh cakes being shared and cawl, a lamb and vegetable stew, being cooked.
The Welsh and St David's flags are flown on the day as a mark of respect (images in Appendix D, page11) along with the singing of the national Welsh anthem Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau – Land of my fathers.  

Within education, Welsh schools actively encourage the involvement of all staff and pupils in the day of celebrations.  There are themed lessons relating to the patron saint, Welsh culture, heritage and history activities.  Assemblies and competitions are held, with entries all being in the Welsh language, featuring singing Welsh songs and dressing in Welsh colours of red, green, and white, or wearing Welsh dresses and rugby shirts.  

Learning about St David and his legacy is at the pinnacle of the whole celebration, from early years up to KS4 pupils, with the work being age-appropriate and differentiated for all levels of abilities.  Pupils will learn how Welsh Cakes and Cawl are made, with the opportunity to taste them. For some pupils, this would be the first time tasting the cooked items.  




Activity 2 – The National Eisteddfod – Overview 

The National Eisteddfod is an annual event that is held throughout Wales during the first week of August, with a different county hosting the proceedings each year, alternating between the North and South Wales.  The Eisteddfod is another celebration of the Welsh language and culture, which features concerts, gigs, theatre, literature, science and technology, plus more activities.   
The Eisteddfod was first established in 1176, when Lord Rhys held bardic competitions in Cardigan Castle. However, the origins of the modern National Eisteddfod, as it is known today, date back to the eighteenth century, specifically 1789 (Amgueddfa Cymru, 2025).   
The Eisteddfod has considerably advanced over the years and has become a lively festival with the competitive groups at the forefront of the proceedings, gathering around 170,000 visitors with over 200 different stalls to visit.   There is a council for the Eisteddfod that acts as a supervisory and advisory body.  They are responsible for the future work and development of the Welsh language and culture at the Eisteddfod (Eisteddfod Wales, 2025).  
With the variety of competitions at the event (see Appendix E, page 12), there is an opportunity for those of any age to take part in what interests them in the medium of Welsh, which is essential to the entire event.  The Eisteddfod is conducted fully in Welsh, therefore promoting the language and culture of the nation.  The proceedings of the event span the full week, starting in the mornings and continuing through to the late evenings each day.  
To end the week of events, the Eisteddfod closes with a live outdoor production where they have an all-inclusive show with talents from disabled and non-disabled artists, creating a diverse show for all to enjoy (Eisteddfod Wales, 2026).  






St David’s Day – Evaluation 
The benefits of St David’s Day activities in an educational setting are that they promote the use of the Welsh language, contributing to the development of cross-curricular skills in teaching the significance of Welsh Culture and history awareness.  There is a literacy and numeracy benefit from telling or writing stories and poems, as well as baking using recipes with measured quantities, which also promotes children’s life skills for the future.  
There is an element of the link between modern learning and heritage, raising children’s general knowledge through digital skills and research, using platforms such as Minecraft for Education to solve problems and collaborate in the digital world (National Assembly for Wales, 2019).  
There is the opportunity of evaluating the pupils' learning with formal and informal ways in the context of the Curriculum for Wales through their understanding of the Welsh language, history and culture. Assessing the awareness of the pupils' comprehension of Welsh traditions, with the importance of the flag of St David and the Welsh flag, together with the leek and daffodil representations and cultural insights.   
The activities would also be used with an evaluation of the Welsh national identity, values and community associated with the messages from St David.  Additionally, art projects can assess the creative knowledge and understanding with the use of materials in creating or constructing models of dragons, flags, and banners.  







The National Eisteddfod – Evaluation  
Being the largest cultural festival in Europe, the National Eisteddfod is a week-long outdoor classroom on the Welsh cultural scene, being celebrated.  It’s a gathering of diversity with contests and performances of various kinds.  Since the beginning of the Eisteddfod, the concept has remained in the importance of sitting together as a community with Wales and the Welsh language as the cultural significance (Welsh Government, 2026).   
The Eisteddfod plays a role in promoting the Welsh language due to the encouragement of taking part in the arts, giving learners a living classroom experience while raising the profile of a living language.   Within the Eisteddfod, there is the Maes D, which is the Learners Village where the National Centre for Learning Welsh provide workshops, conversation practice and support for those learning the Welsh language.  Learners can be involved in the Welsh language in action, hearing it spoken and sung in the festival celebrations (Pulman-Slater, 2025).  
Improvements that can be made are ensuring that all are welcome at the Eisteddfod, even those who are non-Welsh speakers, people with disabilities and those of colour, to be able to give a true reflection of modern Wales in full.   Another challenge is the gap between learners' levels of Welsh in different schools, for example, Welsh-medium and English-medium, giving a high level of quality in Welsh and ensuring consistency would help improve the language in both written and spoken form.  
The Eisteddfod would be summarised as an essential celebration and a meaningful contribution to the Welsh language and education, with an endless determination to corroborate its influence, which is inclusive and lasting.  


Appendices
[image: The Acts of Union incorporated Wales into England in order to achieve a more effective governance of Wales and the border area (Marches).]Appendix A – David Darling (2016). 
“The Acts of Union incorporated Wales into England to achieve a more effective governance of Wales and the border area (Marches). Welshmen henceforth were to enjoy the rights and privileges of Englishmen; land was to be inherited according to the practice of primogeniture; and the whole of Wales was divided into shires – a framework that persisted until April 1974. English became the official language of law and government, and English common law and methods of local administration were introduced. In return the new Welsh shires and boroughs could send 24 MPs to represent them in the English Parliament”.



Appendix B – 7 well-being goals 
Welsh Parliament, (2025)
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Welsh Government (2022). 

Appendix D – Images of the Welsh Flags 
Red Dragon Flag – 1959: The design, combining the ancient red dragon with Tudor colours, was officially adopted as the national flag of Wales by the British government. 
The St David’s Black and Gold Cross Flag.  A powerful, but relatively modern, emblem that draws on ancient Welsh faith and heraldry to create a distinct national symbol, especially popular for St. David's Day celebrations. 



Appendix E 
https://eisteddfod.wales/sites/default/files/2025-11/Amserlen_Pafiliwn%2002.pdf 
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