In this gobbet I will analyse an extract from the book “The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844” by Friedrich Engels. The extract starts by stating that “With the exception of the commercial district, all Manchester proper, all Salford and Hulme, a great part of Pendleton and Chorlton, two-thirds of Ardwick and single stretches of Cheetham Hill and Broughton are all unmixed working-people’s quarters” this shows how the new town in Manchester is just sprouting up out of nowhere and that little planning or consideration for the inhabitants in terms of safety or sanitation is given.[footnoteRef:1] This also shows the reality of an industrial city as the characteristics of a classic industrial city (massive overcrowding, poorly built homes, poor sanitation, oppressed population) were really first seen here. This is understandable as Manchester quickly grew from a small farming town into one of the largest and most populated industrial cities in the world. [1:  F.Engels, The Condition of the Working-Class in England in 1844, London Penguin 2005, pp.86-87] 


Outside of this barely habitable sprawl, is the area inhabited by the middle bourgeoisie “in regularly laid out streets in the vicinity of the working quarters, especially in Chorlton and the lower lying portions of Cheetham Hill” this shows that the divide between the working-class and the middle bourgeoisie was still very evident and noticeable even though the middle bourgeoisie were effectively the class that was closest in stature, social status, economic power and political rights.

“The upper bourgeoisie in remoter villas with gardens in Chorlton and Ardwick, or on the breezy heights of Cheetham Hill, Broughton, and Pendleton, in free, wholesome country air, in fine, comfortable homes, passed once every half or quarter hour by omnibuses going into the city”. This shows that the divide between the working class and the wealthy industrialists is so large that they might as well be two different worlds. Also, the positioning of the homes of the upper bourgeoisie on the heights above the homes of the working class shows how the upper bourgeoisie see themselves as above and superior to the working class as early industrial workers were effectively economic slaves to their industrial masters. “And the finest part of this arrangement is this, that the members of this money aristocracy can take the shortest road through the middle of all the labouring districts to their places of business, without ever seeing that they are in the midst of the grimy misery that lurks to the right and left”. This shows that the upper and middle bourgeoisie choose to effectively pretend that their workers even exist and that the horrible conditions that they live in are just a rumour. The fact that they can take the shortest road into town shows how separate the two worlds effectively are, as the road through the town is sort of an oasis of calm through an area of widespread misery.” For the thoroughfares leading from the Exchange in all directions out of the city are lines, on both sides, with an almost unbroken series of shops, and are so kept in the hands of the middle and lower bourgeoisie, which, out of self-interest, cares for a decent and cleanly external appearance and can care for it” this further supports the wilful ignorance that both types of bourgeoisie members choose to live in “they hide grimy working-men’s dwellings; but they suffice to conceal from the eyes of the wealthy men and women of strong stomachs and weak nerves the misery and grime which form the compliment of their wealth” shows that they are completely ignorant of where and how the money that supports their well-off lifestyle originates from. The working-class are expected to basically remain out of sight of the upper bourgeoisie as they are effectively nothing more than an eyesore to them. This truly highlights the relationship between the bourgeoisie and the industrial proletariat as being almost non-existent in Manchester and very poor where it does exist. 
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