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What is the definition of virtual learning? 
 Virtual learning is a virtual experience that is practically enhanced through the use of computers and / or the Internet, both outside and inside the facilities of the educational organization. Teaching usually takes place in an online environment. 
  
Executive summary 
 This report includes benefits and disadvantages of virtual learning, information on full time virtual schools, part time virtual schools, and a conclusion. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This report presents analysis of information on virtual learners reported by schools to the state and shares findings in highly consumable way to aid the evaluation of the virtual learning programs. This year’s report is the seventh edition of this annual publication. The report is organised into several sections. The first section looks at schools as the unit of analysis. The next section focuses on the virtual courses taken. Each section is meant to capture the essential findings without being overly data incentive. However, data tables have been included in the appendices to provide those interested with more in-depth information. Please note that in some tables and figures, the percentage data may not sum to 100% due to rounding. 


Benefits of virtual learning 
1.  Greater comfort. It is undeniable that virtual learning has eliminated the limitation of time and place, a common challenge in a traditional classroom. By improving these limitations, students have the freedom to study and complete courses anytime, anywhere. Students also have the freedom to interact with others on class topics, complete homework, absorb class content, or take exams at a time or duration that best suits their needs. their schedule. 
  
2. Efficient time management. Online learning provides working-class adults with the brainstorming environment necessary to balance work, family, and the demands of back to school. If you are one of those people, you will need a classroom to help you manage your time effectively, and the virtual classroom does. Attending virtual classes from the comfort of your own living room saves you many hours that could otherwise be used to go to and from classes on campus. 
 
3. Shared digital skills. Another benefit of the virtual classroom that many people find very interesting is the improvement in digital skills. While increasing your knowledge in your field of study, you are at the same time honing your digital skills on some of the most sophisticated online learning solutions. As you move forward with learning in an online world, you will soon become highly productive and secure using interactive online learning tools like collaboration tools, teleconferencing solutions, etc. 
  
4. Affordable. Other advantages of the virtual classroom are examined from an affordability perspective. The cost of setting up a classroom and distance learning management system compares incredibly favorably with the cost of building or expanding additional classrooms to occupy more students. These savings can usually be passed on to skinny students, where they have to pay less in tuition. 
  
5. Immediate feedback on exams and tests. Getting instant feedback on exams and tests is another great benefit of the virtual classroom. If you're enrolled in an online degree program, you don't have to wait days or weeks for your grades. Examinations, homework or tests taken online are usually graded as soon as the student has finished. This helps to track student progress and indicates a low area of improvement. 
 
Disadvantages of virtual learning 
1. The need for additional training. A downside of e-learning is that some trainers and students do not feel safe using the digital e-learning tool. Some instructors face challenges in acquiring and adopting the technology, and most report technical issues. On top of that, some online teachers struggle to prepare study material in a fluid format. All of these and more may require additional assistance to get up and running. This explains why it may be necessary to have IT support providing training here and there. 
  
2. Infrastructure challenges. One of the biggest drawbacks of the virtual classroom is the challenges of infrastructure. The early adoption of the technology requires massive and efficient network infrastructure, perhaps to carry heavy traffic. Although we have very affordable solutions these days, the cost of installing such infrastructure is extremely high and some institutions may not be able to afford it. 
  
Conclusion on the advantages and disadvantages 
 As mentioned above, there are some drawbacks to integrating a virtual classroom into a school environment, and there is no doubt that the many advantages far outweigh them. The bottom line here is that any educational institution that wants to offer online courses should be prepared to invest in a good virtual learning management system. 
  
  
By full-time virtual schools 
The number of full-time virtual schools increased from 70 to 79 in 2018-2019. Fifty-nine of the 79 full-time virtual schools (75%) were LEA schools. PSA schools represented 20% of full-time virtual schools
By part-time virtual schools 
Around 94% of schools that offer virtual learning do so to supplement their offer of face-to-face courses. The 1,146 schools, referred to in this report as part-time virtual schools, were predominantly LEA schools (88%). Eighty-six percent of part-time virtual students were enrolled in LEA schools and 10% in PSA schools. LEA schools accounted for over 275,000 virtual registrations or 80% of part-time registrations.   




 
Conclusion 
 The use of virtual learning, as evidenced by the number of virtual students, virtual enrolments and schools with virtual students, continues to grow. At the same time, the performance of virtual courses has stagnated in recent years. 
 The overall success rate remains a cause for pessimism. Successful implementations of virtual learning are overtaken by underperforming programs, and too many students have little or no success. Almost a quarter of students did not pass any of their virtual courses and more than 12,550 students took at least 5 virtual courses and none of them passed. These practices must stop. They are to be replaced with internships at over 500 Michigan schools with virtual pass rates of 80% or more. In these top performing schools, the data shows: 
 Successful virtual programs can support different numbers of students, enrolments and courses offered; these schools were successful with less than 10 students (36%) and more than 50 students (41%). Some offered few registrations (more than 100 schools had less than 10 virtual registrations) while others offered several (more than 200 schools had 100 or more). They also varied in the number of course titles offered. About 40% offered ten or fewer virtual course titles. About a quarter had between 26 and 50 classes, and over 10% of schools had students in more than 50 different virtual classes. 
 Virtual students can perform at or above their level of classroom performance at these over 500 schools, there were over 6000 virtual students who took a minimum of 3 virtual courses and had data for a minimum of 3 non-virtual lessons. 81% of these students had virtual pass rates that met or exceeded non-virtual pass rates. 
  
Appendix 
About the data 
The data for this report comes from the following sources: 
  
· Michigan Student Data System: 2018-2019 school year 
·  Master in Educational Entity (EEM) 
·  Michigan Student Data System Teacher and Student Data - Collection Year 2018-2019 
Because the data that this report incorporates these various sources, the results may differ from those found on MI's School Data Portal, which may use different query parameters. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/e/1FAIpQLSduRhMU7cQs_ltWlTB_F2pUbFxz96jud2PFFr1YH2WicZCBwg/formResponse 
 

image1.png
Virtual Learning Survey

Your response has been recorded.

Submit another response

“This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. Report Abuse - Terms of Service - Privacy Policy

Google Forms




