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[bookmark: _Toc6501119]Abstract
This report covers multiple aspects of ‘The Reading List’ website, including HTML and CSS validation along with accessibility assessments. Errors identified by these assessments have been investigated and corrected. There is also a breakdown of design decisions, and future recommendations for improvement.
[bookmark: _Toc6501120]Requirements
The website has been designed to act as a place where visitors can find book recommendations, it contains information about books reviewed by the website owner, including a star rating and ranking, information on the authors and links for purchase. There is also a contact page so that visitors can provide their own recommendations, or request further information from the website owner. The target audience is readers of any age who are looking for something new to read.
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The W3C Markup Validation Service[1] returned no errors or warnings.
[bookmark: _Toc6501127]CSS
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The W3C CSS Validation Service[2] returned no errors, all warnings are due to the use of vendor-specific prefixes, which have been applied to ensure compatibility across a wide range of browsers.
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Initial analysis with aXe[3] showed insufficient contrast between the text and background of the navigation links and other buttons on the page, which may make the content difficult to read for some users. The CSS has now been amended to increase the contrast.
Headings on each of the cards had been set as H5, however there were no lower level headings to warrant this (H3 or H4). This has now been set as a H3.
[bookmark: _Toc6501131]WAVE
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WAVE[4] alerted to suspicious link text, these pointed towards my buttons on the page which stated ‘Read more’. As this is relatively non-specific, it meant that the destinations associated with the links may not be clear out of context of surrounding text, which could cause issues with clarity should page flow be affected by either errors or accessibility tools. In order to ensure each link has an effective description, each has been renamed to make its action clearer.
[bookmark: _Toc6501132]Four Principles of Accessibility
According to W3’s Introduction to Understanding WCAG 2.0[5], in order to ensure accessibility for all, content on the internet must be perceivable, operable, understandable and robust. As part of initial development, and as a consequence of the above tests, The Reading List website uses multiple features to ensure maximum accessibility.
To ensure users of all abilities are able to perceive images, they have alt tags which allows screen readers to parse context.
The navigation bar is responsive, and remains fixed to the top of the viewport to ensure navigation remains operable on all devices.
Following the above WAVE guidance, amendments to link text have been made to ensure actions are easily understandable and predictable, and the content of the website is targeted towards a wide audience.
The markup utilises current standard and semantic elements such as ‘nav’, ‘main’ and ‘footer’ to ensure robustness with a wide range of technologies.
[bookmark: _Toc6501133]Website Evaluation
[bookmark: _Toc6501134]Design
The design uses standard bootstrap elements[6] where possible, and is mostly made up of ‘Card’ and ‘Card-Deck’ elements, this standardisation should ensure that if responsibility for maintenance moves between one or more administrators, sitewide consistency should not suffer. W3Schools[7] has been used as a resource for creating bespoke CSS on top of Bootstrap elements[6], and the CSS file has been broken down into sections by comments to show which page element each attribute affects.
Each page is themed in a similar manner, providing a site-wide theme to ensure users do not get confused when navigating, and the site has been created to be responsive, shrinking down and rearranging elements where necessary to ensure readability on smaller screen sizes.
Elements are overlaid on a background utilising a repeating ‘Rice Paper’ pattern, which mimics the display of a traditional book. Cards have an offset drop shadow to provide page depth and to clearly separate components.
On each page, a jumbotron header holds a unique image, as well as the page title. This adds variety to the individual pages, whilst still retaining consistency with the site-wide theme.
[bookmark: _Toc6501135]Usability
The recommended first page for the user’s to access is the ‘Top List’ which displays all of the books ranked in order according to their given star rating. This is a quick win towards meeting the needs of the intended audience, as it enables users to quickly scan through the list to find those they haven’t yet read. Directly from this page they can then click through to view more information about either the book or author.
All pages are linked via the consistent navigation bar, however there are also more direct links throughout the individual pages. For example, a card on the ‘Books’ page will have a direct link to the relevant author bio on the ‘Authors’ page, enabling ease of navigation for the user. The ‘Books’ page also has links for users to click straight through to buy each of the books from Amazon.
In order to improve page loading speed, images have been shrunk to their maximum required size of 960px wide for jumbotron images, and 300px tall for book covers and author photos.
[bookmark: _Toc6501136]Content
Website content including Author biographies and photos, and book blurbs and cover photos are from the relevant Google Play[8] listing for each book. This is referenced on each of the relevant pages. Other images, such as those used on the jumbotrons and the home page are royalty free from Unsplash[9].
I have chosen to use the above sources as they contain high quality and accurate content and images.
Content on the home page has been written by the website creator to give a brief overview of the site purpose, as well as information on what each of the pages contains.
[bookmark: _Toc6501137]Recommendations for improvement
A recommended improvement would be to add search functionality to the website. Whilst the book collection is still relatively small this is not a requirement, however if this were to expand, a search function would allow user to quickly find information about a specific book or author.
Another improvement would be to place each book on its own individual page, allowing more content to be added over time. This could include a comments section where users could leave their own reviews, and the options for users to rate the books themselves. This would allow ranking to be done via the favourites of the website curators, as well as the users.
If this website were to be made into a live venture, consideration would need to be given as to where content is obtained, and whether it can be used on the website. More time would also be given to creating original content in the form of written reviews for each book.
[bookmark: _Toc6501138]SEO
Each page has a unique title which displays the website name, as well as information on what the page contains, with the keywords ‘Books’ and ‘Reading’ included in each. To ensure maximum information is displayed by search engines without truncation, all titles are between 50-60 characters[10].
As well as this, there is also a description metatag within each page header to provide content to display below the link in search results, this has been kept below 158 characters[11] so it is not truncated by search engines.
[bookmark: _Toc6501139]References
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Born A Crime
Trevor Noah

One of the comedy world's brightest new voices, Trevor Noah is a light-footed but sharp-minded
observer of the absurdities of politics, race and identity, sharing jokes and insights drawn from the
wealth of experience acquired in his relatively young life. Here Noah turns his focus inward, giving
readers a deeply personal, heartfelt and humorous look at the world that shaped him.

Educated *kkkk
Tara Westover

Tara Westover and her family grew up preparing for the End of Days but, according to the government,
she didn't exist. She hadn't been registered for  birth certificate. She had no school records because
she'd never set foot in a classroom, and no medical records because her father didn't believe in
hospitals. As she grew older, her father became more radical and her brother more violent.

Hello World Kk ok kk
Hannah Fry

Hannah Fry takes us on a tour of the good, the bad and the downright ugly of the algorithms that
surround us. In Hello World she lifts the lid on their inner workings, demonstrates their power, exposes
their limitations, and examines whether they really are an improvement on the humans they are

replacing.
| Found My Tribe *ok ok ok ok

Ruth Fitzmaurice

Ruth's tribe are her lively children and her filmmaker husband, Simon, who has Motor Neurone Disease
and can only communicate with his eyes. Ruth’s other ‘tribe’ are the friends who gather at the cove in
Greystones, Co. Wicklow, and regularly throw themselves into the freezing cold water, just for kicks.

Freakonomics * ok k k ok

Steven D. Levitt & Stephen J. Dubner

Cult bestseller, new buzz word... Freakonomics is at the heart of everything we see and do and the
subjects that bedevil us daily: from parenting to crime, sport to politics, fat to cheating, fear to traffic
jams. Asking provocative and profound questions about human motivation and contemporary living
and reaching some astonishing conclusions, Freakonomics will make you see the familiar world through

a completely original lens.

Somebody | Used To Know * kK kK
Wendy Mitchell

How do you build a life when all that you know is changing? How do you conceive of love when you can
no longer recognise those who mean the most to you? A phenomenal memoir — the first of its kind —
Somebody | Used to Know is both a heart-rending tribute to the woman Wendy Mitchell once was, and

a brave affirmation of the woman dementia has seen her become.

Superfreakonomics ok Kk K

Steven D. Levitt & Stephen J. Dubner

Steven Levitt, the original rogue economist, and Stephen Dubner have spent four years uncovering the
hidden side of even more controversial subjects, from terrorism to shark attacks, cable TV to hurricanes

The result is Superfreakonomics.

The Sun Does Shine * ok k kK
Anthony Ray Hinton

At age 29, Anthony Ray Hinton was wrongfully charged with robbery and murder, and sentenced to
death by electrocution for crimes he didn't commit. The only thing he had in common with the
perpetrator was the colour of his skin. Anthony spent the next 28 years of his life on death row.Hinton's
incredible story reveals the injustices and inherent racism of the American legal system, but it is also

testament to the hope and humanity in us all

This Is Going To Hurt * %k k Kk K
Adam Kay

Welcome to the life of a junior doctor: 97-hour weeks, life and death decisions, a constant tsunami of
bodily fluids, and the hospital parking meter eams more than you. Scribbled in secret after endless
days, sleepless nights and missed weekends, Adam Kay's This is Going to Hurt provides a no-holds-

barred account of his time on the NHS front line.
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Adam Kay

Adam Kay is an award-winning comedian and writer for TV and film. He previously worked as a junior
doctor, although you've probably worked that bit out already. He lives in west London

Books

This Is Going To Hurt

Anthony Ray Hinton

Born in Alabama in 1957, Anthony Ray Hinton was 28 years old when he was wrongly convicted of the
murders of two restaurant managers. Held on death row for nearly 30 years he was finally released on 3
April 2015 after his appeal was taken right up to the US Supreme Court, which ruled that his case
should be retried

Books

The Sun Does Shine

Hannah Fry

Hannah Fry is an Associate Professor in the mathematics of cities from University College London. In
her day job she uses mathematical models to study patterns in human behaviour, and has worked with
governments, police forces, health analysts and supermarkets

Books

Hello World

Ruth Fitzmaurice

Ruth Fitzmaurice was a radio researcher and producer when she married her husband, Simon, in 2004
and had three children. In 2008, Simon was diagnosed with ALS and given three years to live. Simon
went into respiratory failure in 2010 and was accidentally placed on a ventilator during an emergency
procedure.

Books

| Found My Tribe

Stephen J. Dubner

New York Times and New Yorker journalist and bestselling author of Turbulent Souls and Confessions
of a Hero Worshiper

Books
Freakonomics

Superfreakonomics

Steven D. Levitt

Steven Levitt is the rogue economist whose controversial ideas have caused a sensation on both sidea
of the Atlantic.

Books
Freakonomics

Superfreakonomics

Tara Westover

Tara Westover was born in rural Idaho. She studied history at Brigham Young University and upon
graduation was awarded a Gates Cambridge Scholarship. She received an MPhil in intellectual history
from Trinity College, Cambridge in 2009, and a PhD in the same subject in 2014

Books

Educated

Trevor Noah

Born under apartheid to a black South African mother and a white European father, Trevor Noah's
improbable rise to stardom led to his sold-out one-man show at the 2012 Edinburgh Fringe Festival
that became one of the most talked-about shows at the festival that year.

Books

Born A Crime

Wendy Mitchell

Wendy Mitchell spent twenty years as a non-clinical team leader in the NHS before being diagnosed
with Young Onset Dementia in July 2014 at the age of fifty-eight. She is now an ambassador for the
Alzheimer's Society and in 2019 she was awarded an honorary Doctor of Health by the University of
Bradford for her contribution to research

Books

Somebody | Used To Know
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Enquiries form

Please use the below form to contact s with any enquiries, whether you are looking for some personalised recommendations, or |
whether you've got your own favourites you'd like us to review.

General enquiry M

Details
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