




























Introduction 
The Purpose of this report is to highlight the distinctiveness and regeneration of Llanelli through research and findings from guest lecturers and the field trip to the Llanelli Wetland Centre about how Llanelli changed due to the Industrial revolution, Tata steel and the Wetland Centre 

Industrial Revolution 
The lowland area of the south Wales’ valleys Had the most opportunities during the industrial revolution in Great Britain. South Wakes had a huge access to natural resources of coal and iron ore. There was also easy access to the sea, Llanelli had been trading coal with France since the middle ages.  The shape of coalfields in this area is significant to both surface coal mines and as we shall see deep shaft coal mines creating the inventions of the industrial revolution to access pumped water from the water table. 
Before the industrial revolution the land was controlled by large estates with tenant formers and smaller family farms.  The coal mines did not have large capital investment or knowledge of future developments. At this time there were only small operations that provided income only for the associated families. The first period of change happened from about 1700 – 1750 when the coal seems below the large estates were leased out. The area was known for its exports of high quality coal that created a huge increase in demand due to steam engines and other machinery becoming more popular (Craig, Jones, & Symons, 2002) (Hannam) 

Coal in Llanelli
The end of the 18th century saw the beginnings of a canal and rail network across south Wales. This allowed the transport of coal extracted with the help of new steam engines for pumping and winding to coast or cities. King coal The South Wales Coalfield was at the height of production between the 1880s and 1913. In 1930 Wales recorded its highest ever output of 57.000.000 tons of coal, this was produced by nearly a quarter of a million welsh miners. Llanelli coal was shipped around the world to as far as south America it was also used by railway companies to fuel trains.
In 1912 232,00 men worked in 620 mines in wales. The largest rate of employment in the welsh mines was in 1920 The number of men that were employed was 271,000. In 1936 oil power and shipping was created, this meant that 241 mines were shut leaving 140,000 men unemployed. (Industry, n.d)   






Tata Steel 
Tata Steel has many packaging manufacturing sites in Europe including The Netherlands, Trostre Llanelli wales and Belgium. The packaging that is manufactured includes Electrolytic tinplate and Polymer-Coated steel (Protact®) customers of Tata Steel include Crown France who produce baby food, Crown Braunstone who produces DWI food cans, Heinz that use 3 piece cans  and Ardagh in Sutton that use DWI Food cans, ends and 3 piece can production. (Jones) as of 2016 Tata Steel had 11,000 employees and had a turnover that was above 2bn. Sales were close to 4 million tones. Tata sold 60% of its production to UK manufacturers, 25% was exported to Europe and the remaining 15% to the rest of the world. Packaging represented 10% of Tata Steel UK’s sales by revenue. (Kelsey, 2016)

Wetlands Centre 
In the 1980s the Wildlife Wetland Trust (WWT) were looking at potential sites across South Wales to set up a Wetland Centre. They chose Trostre as it would have been less likely to suffer from pollution that might occur elsewhere. The founder of the Wetland Centre was Sir peter Scott, he created the trust with the vision to allow the public to get closer to nature He also said that “The most effective way to save the threatened natural world is to cause people to fall in love with it again, with its beauty and its reality” (Sir Peter Scott)  The site was first developed on 250 acers of land at Trostre and another 200 acres next door the Centre was built on unused farm land, by using unused farmland this regenerates the area and attracts tourists and families. The habitat of this area is salt marsh which is great for birds, the marches have been developed to create slightly different habitats of birds across the area. 
The Centre opened in 1991. The WWT grew more and more popular during Peters life and since his death in 1989 the wetlands Centre welcomes a million visitors each year to nice wetlands centers in the UK (Wildlife Wetland Trust, n.d.) The Llanelli Centre had 70,000 visitors last year and 24,000 in 2014 so visitor numbers are increasing each year. Half the visitors are families and the others are bird watchers and local tourists.
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