


A NEW ROYAL STATUE FROM TELL MISHRIFEHIQATNA 

r ~ a r ~ i r l ~  Jlotm rtrli Lhl?~rtc.r).sn~ 

Dur ing t,he 2002 rscavat.io11 campaign in O1)cratiotl J ,  
on t h ~  siImn?it 0 1 -  [.he ao1.01)oli.r nf I'd1 Mishrit'eh 
(Fig. 4). R rlpw exa,mplta r ~ f '  high Old 8yr.istl royal 
s ta tua ry  w-;is ~11covererl ( h 1 ~ ~ & 2 . ~ 1 . 3 0 8 7 . 7  I ?).I This 
specimen replhesents a sigt~ i f icant  addit, ion t ~ )  tlie eol- 
lection of sto~w and hl.orizt. st,at.ues of si t t  ~ n g  male 
figures found s t  t h~ sit,c to dat.e ( ~ ) r ,  MFHNI I .  I)[ '  Bt~is-  
SON l927a-1,. 204. pls. 80: l :  89.1. an([ 21-23, fig. 50. 
pl. SO:?: M E S Y I ~ ,  I n -  BI-INSO?! 193.5 44-45, fig. 4. pl.  
5: 1-1; I ) r -hs~r !u  1920; R.~I?;LE\:ILLE 1914)' and, eqle- 
c-iallj, the rather lirtiited corpus of Old Syrian 
basalt vot,ive statues uf kings, queens, arid dignitar ies 
a l ready k n ~ ) \ % n  mainly from Middle B r o ~ l z e  Age Ebla 
(D~Lc'F: 20trJ: MATT HI.^ 19t;Z. 1965, 1988. 1967. 
1002: Rl .~zzo~ r  1980). 

I I 1 ht: yr.esent,at.ion a,nd discussion of t.llis recrntl?. 
discovered art.ist,lr. product of ancient  Qa.t,na's royal 
workshops is dedicated as a mark of respect, ant1 
apprecia t ivn to Manfred Bietak.  the art: haeologist, to 
whom ~ 4 -  owe t h e  first wirlv-ranging att.ern~)t, at syn- 
chroniz i r~g 2nd  l inking t r ) g ~ t h e r  the ancient riri l iza- 
t.ionn. which tl4)urished in t he  Eastern Mcdit,ert.anean 

cIul. i~~g the  scc*oilcl i n i l l e n ~ ~ l ~ r n ~  B('. a,nd the escaratol.  
of Tell ed I)at)ra, a key .;it(: fo l  the study crl' r:ult.ur.al 
oorit,a,ct, an11 i n t ~ r l e r e n ~ e  between t h e  Kilr Llelta a.nd 
t , l ~ e  Levant. 

The  heatilrss do1erit.e" s ta tue  rrprtisrn t,s a m a l ~  f ig- 
ure wearing s rna11t.lc with 1.ollrc1 I~ordcrs a t ~ d  sift.ing 
o n  ii thronc (Figs. 1. 2a-a), ail(] was fonntl in a yrc- 

ondi iry cont,ext irl one of the  fil1.r of a r r f i~st*  pit ('on- 
t,aining T,RA I eerfitnicb tliagriost.ics (Fig. 3). which was 
dug  int,c~ il lalmg~ po t te ry  rn; inufact,~~ri t ig i lrra of' thr~ 
MBX and IARA I period after it,s abanclon~nent. '  

After the ceramic fac:tol,y of the IARA I S u I ) - p j l ~ b -  

es 7d--c fell o u t  of use. R large p ~ t  (SV 308s) was dug 
(illwing t,he fi>llouinp 8111,-phase 71,) i l l  the uestrrn 
part, of a mud rrork ] ) latform in wI>~r.h t ,wo putt,er.y 
kilns wprr i~ iser t~ed.  'l'his large refi~se 111t. 7.40 in long. 
cut  t , h ~  plat,forin and ust'rl t.lle nor t ,hcr~ i  face of' a wall 
(3319) of a tnonumental hlrilding (Huilrling H. lorat,ed 
i1nmediat4:ly to  t,he 8oat.h) a8 ret,aining wall. siight,l y 
scoring i t s  lblant.~red fat:? (Fig. 1). 

The pottwy tuaterial recovererl fi-ct~n i ts  fbunclat,ior~ 
t,relic.h inr1it:atea t,Iiat Buil(li11g H ueti.i; hnilt in the early 

' Hr)ght 4 1 c~t i ,  wirlt,h JIJ.1 tern 'l'wn more pc>ssiblc fragments 
of ~ - t i y t l  statuths werr fourid i n  the  same C)l,rr~tiot) during 
the 2(H):1 excavation car11l)aign (MSHO3 . J  4rUO 701 and 
4040.7 12). For a leccent review of t h e  results uf' the exrava- 
tions carried out Ily t he  Italiat~ rornpvnrnt of' tiic joint S y -  
ian-1taliar1-C+ertnan prt~ject at I'd1 biishrif'eh. rf, AI.- 
M .~qr*lnsr. Lr~c:ias~, M ~ R A N D I  H( ISAI  Y tw~ ,  Pin\-Ali. T'I.'*~.Z- 
~ w t t  2rM2 arld MOHANI>I RI)SA('OSSI c l  nl. 2003. 
A furt,her statue of' a ~lttirig male f i gu l . ~  wa.5 reroverecl 111 

t,he lQ70isw rluriiip I>rlilrl~ng act,ivit,ies rarrirrl ~ ) u t  at t,hr sitr 
and is nnu7 kept III ttic Natiorlttl Museum of Harna (kintl 
inf'orlnat inn of UI: Michel al-Maqdissi). I t1 '71HP2 the (ierman 
barn wtrl'k~ng at Tell Mishrifrti ut~~ot-ered, under the set- 

untl tn i l lz i~n iurn ~lalacc. a rnynl grave dating to thr LH.4 I ,  
tile entrance to wfiich uras guardad by two i d ~ n t l r a l  Old 
Syrian basalt malr ligu~*es. each sitting on a tllrtlrkr. ttnd 
l~rrlriirlg a cup in the right, hand whirl] ~-r l i~rd on the thigh 
(T )~ - IH~~AsN-YFA I .%EE~{  K ~ I - A K .  r '~A1.2~6~ 2W3. 16. fig. 3) " F ' e t r ~ ~ ~ a ~ d ~ i c a l ,  chelnicd and phy.sic,al allalyscs c ~ f  tlrr 
stone user1 for I11c st.atur u r r r  rarrieri nut thariks t.o the (.(I. 
nlrcrat I ~ ~ I I  of the  L)ireet~~ratr (ict~cral of Ant  iclllit irs at111 
hlusrumr: of $>ria. H hi1.h illlowed to  bamplr a h l l l ~ l l  quant,i- 
t y  0 1  st on^ Fi 1,111 hrak  in the I,as~ uf t,hr f ip i~r r  tri be atla- 

lyzetl in Ilsl? I am tle~1)ly irra-lrbtrrl to t h y  lh t - r t , to r  ($ rn~r -  
al c ~ f  i l n t iq tu t~~s at tllc tilnp T ) I .  .1 Alurn;~l: atid t,o t h r  
Tjirrvtu~ of' t tip l?.x(.&\-at iullh SPI $-ice alld .i\rchtlr ~l lngi r~ l  
St  uclies and ~o-tiil.wt.or US t!le ~l~trrrlatiunal Mish~.~lr.h 1)rli- 

j w t .  Dl.. hl, Al-Maqdiss~. for t l~ r i r  help and u n r l r r ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ d i t ~ p .  
I am also very grateful to 1)r. 1.. Maritan (1)rtrartrnrrlt of 
Mineralop?: and T b t  r l ~ l o ~ ~ ,  ITnirrr~it,~ ul' l'arlua) for having 
analyzrd thv st,on~. 111 must public:ativt~s v11 Syrian st.atu- 
ary R I . u ~ ~ I ~ ? ~  i l l  black extruhilr iglreoli~ rtrck t l ~ t  1natrt.in1 
hns ntlt twrr~ scientifically k t  udi~il and is g~nerslly labell~rl 
aii hanalt. \Ye know now that ttlr new statur ret-r)vrl ,r~l k o ~ n  
Operatir~rl ,I at  >lir;hrifrll wit:, workrrl f'ronl e f r l r r t  k of 
dolerite, a 1)latk rxtruaive stunr, which differs i'1.11111 hasslt 
in its murh cl,~rscr textu1.e. This t.1-p~ c r l  ht.onr, which was 
11oshil>ly extrnct.ed from t,he yuarrirr I(rc:sterl applqnr;imate- 
1y I 0  lim to t,he North c)f Tell Nislu~frlk (analyses of 1 n 4 t P -  

rial aamplerl from this al,(hn ;t lr ill l~rcigresb). ma)' have her11 
~ r e f r r r ' t ~ d  to kmsalt by ? 11,- svull~tnrs act i v r  111 t h v  S O ~ I  
workshop. nf Qat11~ i r cc~ t~* r  of' it.*: I:irgcr 4 : )  stald. whictl 
lent more Lr i~ l i t~ les~ t ( ~  tlw ~t,dtues. 

' On t.hr 1)ot W1y p~,nrl~wtioi~ firen 16 I?l,r~ atiori *I. ~j $!ORAS- 

111 H~)S.~r~i~.;sl 2003 a11c1 >IOI{A?.I,I l ~~~s .~c* r~ss l  in print  
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MBA I, Only the northemtern curner of the bddmg 
and part of its &rn wall 3409 have been excavated 
so far, but it can M y  be safely ~tated th&t we were 
dealing with a, monumenhd buildmg? probably with s 
public function, which must have occupied a largo p& 
of the amopolis summit immediately to the Wmt of 
the pottery manufacturing a m .  

Building 8 WM then partly demoliehd and encap- 
sulated within the expanding ceramic factmy of the 
MBA II and L8A I; it seem probable that most of 
the building has dimppeared,' though, it cannot be 
excluded that its csntrd and western part may have 
at least partly survived under the modern cemetery 
losated to the West of Uperation J. The possibility of 
recomtrudting it63 layout in the future cannot there- 
fore be excluded, though nothing h left - at last in 
the arm exwvaM 30 far - of the floor of t h i  impos- 
ing building. 

The fills of tha raf- pit 3088, which abutted 
Building 8 ta the South, congist of various deposita of 
gravel, ash and f rqnenb  of mud-bricks and d m m -  
p o d  mud-brick meterial &ted with LBA I pot- 
tery fragm~nh that were thrown inta the dump from 
the North at different stages, forming n wries ~f super- 
imposed layers sloping to the South. In one of the fils, 
a b i t  atatue portraying the enthroned figare of EL 

headlem lung weuring the characteristic %hick-bar- 
dered 'Syrian Cloak' WIW found. The shtue wag pmb- 
ably wrapped in a straw mat, cupiaua remains of 
which were found underneath ita bft shoulder- This 
sugg&s that we ere dealing with the intentifind bur- 
ial of this royal figuw, perhapa a pious attempt ta save 
in wnre way the statue of a d e d  lung.' 

Finally, after the dump fell out of urn (Sub-phase 
7a), a circular pit 3318 containing small ahnea and e 
monumental b w l t  slab on edge waa cut into i~ fills 
(Fig. a).' 

The discovery cantexh of the two other powible 
royal atatua frragmenh (MSH03.J.4040.701 and 
4044.712) remwped from Operation J during the 

Fig. 3 hfuee pit 3088 of S u b - p h  7b with status and 
pit 8318 of Sub-pham ?a with -It slab 3317.702 in &G 

(Photograph W. N n )  

2003 excsvation campaign were different. During the 
1A 11, them frtqmentar were reuwd to build the sbne 
foundations of the Pham I wsll4040 of Building 12, 
a construction coneiating of three dangated mom 
mnhining two large silos and mwral b d t  artefacts 
(pestles d queens) used for the procseaing and stor- 
age of mealti, 

a Ita wall8 are p w p e d  lor a tohl of 7,26 m in foundation 
and elevation and are 3,80 m tbick. Well 3408 h~ been 
a l d y  brought to Light for a length of 20 m. 
Building 8 hm b n  a h  merely darn+ in b nor the~t -  
ern part by the n t e r  tower of the tadern vill ye, 

' On the practiaa of burying mylll E Q ~  ritual 6r magi0 
ream- which in Syria and tlnatolia is documented from 
the M 3 A  through the IA 11 and I l l ,  ef. Ef.* wm d the 
group of staturn burid in the region o f  tbe porch of Tem- 
ple P2 st Ebla (MA'ITHIAE 1 WB), the statue of Idrimi af 
Alalakh. interred in o pit in an amexe af the Temple of 
Alnlakh IB (W~IOLLEY 1056, 88-89. pl. Ilb). of the royal 

statue from Zincirli now in the Istanbul Museum. which wras 
found mar the Khibni  J { vo~  X r t m ~ v  and JA(OBY 1900. 
288-289. 382-369. A p .  1184, 261-288. pl. 64). and of tha 
Ankara Mwnm statue rmcovemd in one of the inner roornr 
of the "hons Gak* of Mdatyar ( D a ~ ~ o m  1940.3548, 
pla 14,26-28). 

' Due to ib sheptl end ~ k e .  the latter might bs intarpmted ae 
a monumentel thrdo ld  rubbed fmm a public building w 
perhap as a betyluactype stona ~ I t i n g  from the wjs Qf r 
temple (on the cult of betyh in w~econd milhnjum Syria, 
4. DDI'RLVD 1-b). 
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Fragment MRH03.J,W0.701 probably belonged 
to  a doleritelbasalt. sculpturd of a sitt,ing figure sim- 
ilar to - though larger tJhan - the statue recovered 
from the refuse pit. The fragment might correspond 
to the left lower leg c.overed by a mantle with swollen 
borders of an enthl-oned royal figure (Fig. 2f).'O The 
characteristic ~ 1 - i ~  Old md Middle Syrian royal 
mantle with rolled borders is clearly recognizable, 
The sculpture fragment was later reworked into a 
large quern and finally used as a building etone in the 
f~undat~ions of wall W O  (Building 12). The identifi- 
ration of dolerite/hlasalt fragment MSH03. J,4W0.712 
is more problemstic; i t s  interpretation as part of a 
statue cannd be considered unequivocal , I t  

As observed above, these remains of dolerite/basalt 
statuary probably belong to at least two votive statues 

of male permnag- - most likely deified royal antes- 
tors1*- each sitting on a thro~~e,  wearing an elaborate 
mrtntlle with rolled borders and holding a cup ill the 
right hand, which rests on the thigh and with bhtr left 
hand etretched out on the knw. 

Tha left wrist of st,atue MSH02.J,3087,712 wore a 
double braeelet8, The head, which was not found in 
the dump, must have originally been fastened to the 
body of the status by means of a dolerite knon 
souipted from the same stone block as the head, or 
passibIy by a metd rod, as indimtad by the presence 
of a 3 cm deep round hole with a diamehr of 3 cm at 
the baw of the neck ." 

The statue bears a few surface abrasions which do 
not generally binder the reeding of the ncuipture. 
The undetrsknding of the right hand of the m Je fig- 

* No study d the litom has yet been carried out. 
I' Height 37 cm; width 21.6 em. 
I I  Height 23% cm: width 21% cm. 
IX The interpretati~n of sitting OP skoding mrtle figures in 

bronze and atone &ng e cloak with thickly rolled bor- 
dew and an twoid tiara {pdb ly  sxisti~~g rlno in the case uf 

ollr headlw statue) aa deified royel mp''wm hw bwn con- 
vincingly p r o w  by MA'ITHIAK (IBW), 346-349 with fur- 
ther bibliogrq~hy). 

'' It iS imp&1le tg ucert&in whether the head waw #mu ted  
in e different material (nledell) from the rent of the bdy. NO 
p&rnllel far mch a practice i w  known tm far for MBA S ~ a .  
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ure ia. hnwever, hampered by a rather extended abra- 
sion. Nonethele~, the irregular rounded shape, which 
the &rded stone still rrhowa, and especially the prw- 
enm of a rounded bulge immediately after the wrist, 
which is what survive8 of the knuokle of the right 
thumb repmruhd in the act of holding a cup,'' indi- 
wt'e t'hat the person~ge held a drinking bowl in his 
right hmd (Fig. 2:a-c, el. 

The typology of the sitting male figure holding a 
cup is very widespread in Old Syrian votive shtuary 
-not only royal etatuary- from the archaic phase 
cmnwarda (cJ. footno& 14; MAT~HIAE 1992, 1 17-1 18; 
M~zzolu~ 1980,82-83). This figumtive trd%ion con- 
tinued through the Middle $yrian statuary praduo- 
tion of Hazorln and into the New Syrian period, fmm 
which it is do~umented by tbe TeII Halaf funerarg 
statues [MOORTGAT 19#,35--37, 123, pls. 1 4 ,  153). 

Unfortunate1y, the ahape of the cup, which the 
personage held in his right hand, cannot be recon- 
structed. We am not ascertain whether the bowl was 
of the wetl-known wrinated type with out-turned 
rim, well athted during the MBA I and the first part 
of the MBA II. but which w~ no longer in use in the 
final phase of the MBA IZ { M A ~ I A E  1992, 118; 
NIGRO 2002). 

No precise ~hronological indication i s  therefom 
provided neither by tbiar antiquarian element or by 
the general - long h i n g  - iconography of the Jbbing 
male figure. 

Similarly, the throne on which the figure sib doea 
110a add any eignificant information in this respect, 
especially becaum a detailed co~nparisan with the 
numerous chairs and thrones rspresenkd in the Old 
and Middle Syrian stattlary and in particular in the 
glyptics is not p&bh due to the unexceptional 
structure of the throne and the miniaturiatic charac- 
ter af t'he repmentations on cylinder eeab." 

The only antiquarian element that can offer some 
dating evidepoe with regard to our statue -though 
only in very broad tsrma- is reprewselltd by the man- 
tle with rolled borders. The chronological evolution of 
clot'hing items in seeund millennium Wrian statues 

'' As ia shown. for instance. by statues TM.6B.A.234. 
TM,BS.G.iB, TM.72.8,la. TM.64.B.M. T31.71.B.952. 
'IM.75.0.@JO, TM.811.P.627, and lW.89.P.314 from Ebla 
(MAWHIAE 1992. pla 5U:I. W, 53:2: - X I  1980, 82). 

'' Statum from the LBA 111 temple, ~traturn IA and well 
8157 from the LBA II kmple. ntratum IB (YADIX t W l .  ph  
32+327 and 330). An earlier date for tbs Istter, & the end 
d 'the high Olrl S-pian per id  (bei ween 175U and l SOO BC: 

~ ~ A T T H I A R  1m. 126) hm bwn advocated on the h i s  of  

bad, especially, the imnographio and stylistic render- 
ing of mantlm have been the object of i n t e r n  debate 
rrrnong scholars; a general consensus on t h ~  isaue, 
however, h a  not yet emerged (CULLON 1976, 140; 
MA~TE~IAE 1M2; MAZZONI 1979 and 1980; POWA 
1957, 195; ~ C H R U E R  1986, 65; W13TER 1987, 
BM-216). Recuntly, WHROER (1985,M) and W l m  
(1887, 2W216) htme denied any value w a drone- 
logical indicator to the mantle typologies due fo the 
fact that some temporal overlapping among the dif- 
ferent t p  is certainly foand. Thia ie of course true, 
but a oloser evaluation of the different cloak typolo- 
gies combined with a stylistic analysis not juet of the 
mantle, but of the whole figure, may lead to mare 
precise ohronological claseX~catiana of the second 
millennium votive royal ~tatuary. 

Briefly, three. main oloak types are documented in 
Old and Middle Syrian strmtuary and glyptiw: 
1. A mantle with a thin ddubble edge," which ia por- 

trayed on aeah until around 1760 BC ( M A ~ H I A E  
1992.121-1221. 

2. A cloak with fringed borders." which is widely 
found in ataturn and in glyptim from the second 
hdf of the nineteenth century BC. The fringed 
aloak aeern8 to bewme less frequent around 1760 
BC and it diqpears totally by the end of the 
eighteenth mntury ( M A ~ H u E  1892,222). 

3. A mantle with roiled bordera that wraps around 
the sitting figure in an elaborate way. The elaak 
with ~woUen rounded bordere, which is seen also in 
the Miehrifeb status and known from around 1750 
BC, ww probably inhoduced into the ~lassical Old 
Syriail glyptica under the influence of the AIeppo 
workshops, where it mast likely originabd 
( ~ T W ~ A E  2000, 186,212). 

In the Yamkhesd royal glyptic found at Ahlakh 
VII, the man t.le with rolled bordere is frequent1 y rep- 
e n t &  from the reign of Abba-El, m n  of Hsm- 
murabi I (mid-eighteenth century BC; cf. OOLLON 
1987, no. 5-42) and continues to b we11 atteated dur- 
ing the r e i p  of Aia nephew Niqmepuh, son o f  

ico~~agrapbic and sty W j c  mnsiderationa by $. Hum31 
(1%W4&2, 96-97), 

" For a dhusdon on tha evolution of the chair& in the Old 
Syrian sbtuaty and gl-vptioa, cj, M A ~ I A R  1992.118-120. 

Ii & rn on Ibbit-Lim's tomu from Bbla (hf~rnnl.4~ AND 
PF~ISATO 1972). '' Buah aa in the gtatuea from the PZ T~amph at Ebla 
(MATTHUE 1992) and in t h w  found in the antmharnber of 
the Ro-val Grav~ at Q&tns, Cf. also lootaotes 2 ant1 14. 
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Yarim-Lim I 1  (Co~,taN 1987, no. 214), and l'arim- 
Lim 111 (around 1630 BC; ~ L L O N  1987, no. 215j.'" 

In t81w Ebln gly-pt.ius, tlre royal mantle with rolled 
borders is well-known thanks ta several jar impres- 
sions recovered from the Old Syrian destruction level 
of Room L, 31 00 in the Western Palace. T ~ B  impres- 
sions belong to the dynastic seal of a prince, who was 
the son of king Indilimgur of Ebla, probably the 
ruler during whose reign the city fell to  the siege of 
the Hit'tite king Mur~il j  1. The irnpressiom can be 
dated to the period c. 165FlW BC. 

This type of mantle with swollen borders is well 
represented in a class of royal bronze figurines, such 
as the statuette of a standing king from Sueidialz 
dated to t'he seventeenth cent.ury BC (NEGBI 1976, 
170 no. 1432, pl. 311, the bmnze figurine probably 
fram Mishrifeh now kept in the Lauvre Museum, 
which demonstrates the survivd of the classical Old 
Syrian figurative and stylistic t rd+ion until the aix- 
teenth-fiftmnth m t u r i m  BC (cJ ~ ~ 1 S S d V D  1926 and 
1949,6142, fig. 26; MAITHIAE I962,.5-55; RPYCKET 
1981, 285, pl. 182; RONZEF-ALLE 1914), and the stat- 
uette of a 8itting kmg from Megiddo IX-1711, six- 
teenth-fifteenth centuries BC (LOLTD 1948, pl, 235). 

The stylistic and iconographic parallels with the 
limitad series of bronze figurines mentioned above 
show that this important element of clothing WM in 
uw until the  fifteeet,h century BC. The royal votive 
stone statuary, however, indiahs that this antiquar- 
ian element may be found until the fourteenth-thir- 
t e n t h  centuries BC,m whilst in the glyptics the elmk 
with swollen bardera ia used only un ti1 the late Eleven- 
Ceenth+arly e i x w n  th wrl turies BC." 

Although fhe archaeological context of our Oper- 
atian J atatue would thue lead ua to place this exam- 
ple of high royd votive sbbuary in the early Middle 
Syrian period (sjxteentlh-fifteenth centuries BC), we 
must keep in mind that it was arigindly p l w d  elw- 
where and then subsequently ritually buried in a 
Sub-phase 7b refuse dump. Furthermore, the anti- 

'' Further repmnt>atioua oC this type of mantle in the Old 
Syrian glyptichl are: &UON 1987, nos. 21tk218, 453, 51 I ,  
54?-W, 707, 770, 7913, 932. See alw TEIW~ER IQM, noa. 
445f455,467,478,622. 

w CJ the so-call4 'El sttmtte' in duhmik probably pur- 
traying a king on his throne from the Rh$a Temple at 
Vprit. (MALLET 1987). 

'' HOWBVBI: i t  hm to be kept in mind that -1s from stratified 
Syrian contexts of t,he aarlg Middle Syrian per id .  that is 
from the epoch induded between appmximahly 102Q and 
lSOO BC are ext,remdg rare (TEISWR 1884. 73-?4j, 

" C'., Trjr i ~ t a p w ,  t.Ae J~bbul head (Dl'ss~r~r) 1926, 341, pI. 

quarian element$, such m the mantle with rolled bor- 
ders, allvw to us to date this royal sculpture as from 
the late Old Syrian period (a ,  175011 7WlW BC). 

The stylistic execution of t.he body of the person- 
age, elegant but rabher static and slightly stocky, djf- 
fers fro111 the elongated stylistic rendering of the tall 
and thin standing and sitting l~urnan figures which 
dlaracterize Middle Syrian metal and stone statu- 
ary." Furthermore, the elaborated wrapping o f  the 
rolled borders of the cloak around the king's body 
and their plastic arrangement on his lap in three soft 
and swollen paraIlel folds bring this statsue close to 
the baroque tendelley typiml of the late Old Syrian 
period (TEISSIER 1984, 74). 

In synthesis, the mtiquarian, iconographic, and 
stylistic elements discussed above suggest that this 
sta%ue of a deified royal ancestor from t h e  summit of 
the Qatna acropolis should be dated to the late Old 
Semian perid (I750/1700-180(1 BC). 

The statue fragment M$H03.J.4040.701 from a 
wall of Building 12, which possibly corresponds to 
the lower leg of an enthroned r.a;).aI figure with a 
mantle with rolled borders, seems to  share the same 
antiquarian (mantle) and st,ylistie (soft and plwtic 
execution of the swollen cloak borders) characteria- 
tics of the headless royal statue. tVe may hypotlle- 
size that hhis statue fragment dates to ebe very same 
period. 

Sin= at Ieast two contemporary and poasibly sim- 
ilar votive royal. statquea have been recovered from 
Operation J -although from different, archaeological 
contexte and since we know that at  ~ b i a ~  and at 
Qatna i tmlf14 pairs of ~tatuee were dedicated in ?ern- 
plm and put in royaI grayes during the Old and Mid- 
dle Syrian p e r i d s  ( M ~ m r a E  1992, 1 171, we c a o t  
rule out that statues MSH02,J.3QS7.712 and 
MSH03.J.40P0.701 belonged to a similar p i r .  

This leads us to the question of the original pI~ce-  
ment of the two statues discovered in Operation J. It 
w m a  prababIe that the statue and the monmnenhl 

71 1, t h e  bronze fig win^ of a standing king from Sueidiak 
( N ~ t s s r  1W0, 170 no. 1432, pl, 31). e;nd t.he brwnse deified 
ilgurins of a sitting king from Mishrifek [Dc7bwt'~ 1928: 
RONZEYU I PI4 1. 

23 c& Lhe group of mtiw fqure$ rro~n Temple PZ (&4TTHIAE 

1992) and the fragmentary at~tuw from Temple 0 
[ M A ~ R T A E  1967,12&127, 130,138, p1. W2-3) and Tempk 
G3 an the acrapoIh ( M A ~ H I A E  1980, W 1 ,  fig. 13)- 
CJ the pair of identical *tattuq of sit t ing rep1 rtncestgPa 
p l a d  a11 both sidm of the entrance to the royal grave 
~ d e r n e a t ~ h  the palace ( D ~ H M A x s - P F ~ L ~ S X R  NnvAK. 
WIIwm 2003, 16, fq. 3). 
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thmhold - or perhape even a betylua-type stones - 
discovered in semndary cmtexb in the two LBA I 
dumps sf Sub-phww 7'b end 7a mult  from the rob- 
bing of an earlier. abandoned Middle Bronze Age 
public building which, considering the dze and 
weight of the statue and the arehiteotural elements 
found in its proximity," was probably located not far 
away from where they were found. 

We may hypothesize that the re-used bawlt 
architec%ural elements and the royal statues origi- 
nally cams from Building 8. which. with its impos- 
ing size," must have tvwered from the top of the 
aoropolis over the whole city. Excavation here has 
only just began and much remains to be discovered. 

For th i~ w n ,  nothing can be said ao far about the 
function and layout of public Building 8, which ww 
erected during the very early part of the MBA T and 
abandoned during the late MBA I1 or early LBA T. 

However, i ts manumtality, its l ~ t i ~ n  on the 
summit of the central mound of the mopolis, i,e, tho 
higheet and most mntral p r t  of the city. the pwible 

presence in it of a pair of Lte Old 8-11 king statue&, 
and above all tha f ~ t  that it ww erected at the very 
onset of the ar;cond millennium BC - when the later 
Royal Palace h d  not yet been constructed - &nd 
remained in use during the whole MBA, are all ele- 
ments that do not aUow to exclude that Building 8 
may hwe been Qatna's earliar Royal Palm or, alter- 
natively, one of the rellgiom b u i l d i  of  the Old Syr- 
im city of Qatm, p r h q s  the dynastic temple. In this 
respect it ie worth remembering that Temple D, which 
hadil been inturprebd by ita excavator as the sanctuary 
of the dmgdpmsty (MAWIAP, 1989, fie. 165-I80), 
ww situated on the ~ o p l i s  of contemporary Ebh in 
e location which pmallels that of Building 8. 

However, until future excavations will make a 
more exbnsive exploration of Building 8 possible. 
the interpretatioa of this public building aa the 
royal palace or ternpie of the Old Syrian city and 
the propwed consecration in it of a pair of statnes 
portraying enthroned deified rags1 ancestors must 
remain hypothetic&]. 

CJ fmtnob 8. Immediately to the BW of  the b i n ,  on the ssma troddell 
M On the trodden fidor 2444 of Iron Age I1 P h w  1, a large fluor, s further bwdt threshold or tintel with a central mc- 

b~lrrrlt basin was fo~~llnd. Chiginally this W n  w w  rnoclt like- tanguler mket ,  which probably h a d  s bolt which c l d  
Ig .a column b a ~  2 m in dfanleter with a moulding running the door. was ancowd. 
all around ita smoothed circumterenoe, which was probably " CJ lbotnob 5. 
% up nearby and transformod i~ t to  (G wine p w  in the 
Iron A p  11 (Gf. MOKAXDI ~ S A ~ W C : ~  m3, 109. fig. 20). 
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