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A NEW ROYAL STATUE FROM TELL MISHRIFEH/QATNA

Daniele Morandi Bonacossi

During the 2002 excavation campaign in Operation J,
on the summit of the acropolis of Tell Mishrifeh
(Fig. 4), a new example of high Old Syrian royal
statuary was uncovered (MSHO02.J.3087.712)." This
specimen represents a significant addition to the col-
lection of stone and bronze statues of sitting male
figures found at the site to date (DU MESNIL DU BUIS-
SON 1927a-b, 294, pls. 80:1, 89:1, and 21-23, fig. 59,
pl. 80:2; DU MESNIL DU BUISSON 1935, 4445, fig. 4, pl.
5:1-2; Dussaup 1926; RONZEVALLE 1914)* and, espe-
cially, to the rather limited corpus of Old Syrian
basalt votive statues of kings, queens, and dignitaries
already known mainly from Middle Bronze Age Ebla
(DoLcE 2002; MATTHIAE 1962, 1965, 1966, 1967,
1992; MazzonI 1980).

The presentation and discussion of this recently
discovered artistic product of ancient Qatna’s royal
workshops is dedicated as a mark of respect and
appreciation to Manfred Bietak, the archaeologist to
whom we owe the first wide-ranging attempt at syn-
chronizing and linking together the ancient civiliza-
tions, which flourished in the Eastern Mediterranean

! Height 41 em; width 40,4 em. Two more possible fragments
of royal statues were found in the same Operation during
the 2003 excavation campaign (MSHO03.J.4040.701 and
4040.712). For a recent review of the results of the excava-
tions carried out by the Italian component of the joint Syr-
ian-Ttalian-German project at Tell Mishrifeh, ¢f. AL-
Magpisst, Luciaxi, MoraNpl Boxacosst, Novak, PriLz-
NER 2002 and MoRANDI BoNAcossI et al. 2003.

A further statue of a sitting male figure was recovered in
the 1970ies during building activities carried out at the site
and is now kept in the National Museum of Hama (kind
information of Dr. Michel al-Magdissi). In 2002 the German
team working at Tell Mishrifeh uncovered, under the sec-
ond millennium palace, a royal grave dating to the LBA 1,
the entrance to which was guarded by two identical Old
Syrian basalt male figures, each sitting on a throne and
holding a cup in the right hand which rested on the thigh
(DoHMANN-PFALZNER, NOVAK, PFALZNER 2003, 16, fig. 3).
Petrographical, chemical and physical analyses of the
stone used for the statue were carrvied out thanks to the co-
operation of the Directorate General of Antiquities and
Museums of Syria, which allowed to sample a small quanti-
ty of stone from a break in the base of the figure to be ana-

during the second millennium BC, and the excavator
of Tell ed-Dab¢a, a key site for the study of cultural
contact and interference between the Nile Delta and
the Levant.

The headless dolerite” statue represents a male fig-
ure wearing a mantle with rolled borders and sitting
on a throne (Figs. 1, 2a—e), and was found in a sec-
ondary context in one of the fills of a refuse pit con-
taining LBA I ceramic diagnostics (Fig. 3), which was
dug into a large pottery manufacturing area of the
MBA and LBA I period after its abandonment.

After the ceramic factory of the LBA I Sub-phas-
es Td—c fell out of use, a large pit (SU 3088) was dug
(during the following Sub-phase 7b) in the western
part of a mud work platform in which two pottery
kilns were inserted. This large refuse pit, 7,40 m long,
cut the platform and used the northern face of a wall
(3319) of a monumental building (Building 8, located
immediately to the South) as retaining wall, slightly
scoring its plastered face (Fig. 4).

The pottery material recovered from its foundation
trench indicates that Building 8 was built in the early

lyzed in Ttaly. T am deeply indebted to the Director Gener-
al of Antiquities at the time, Dr. J. Ahmar, and to the
Director of the Excavations Service and Archaeological
Studies and co-director of the international Mishrifeh pro-
ject, Dr. M. Al-Maqdissi, for their help and understanding.
I am also very grateful to Dr. L. Maritan (Department of
Mineralogy and Petrology, University of Padua) for having
analyzed the stone. In most publications on Syrian statu-
ary sculpted in black extrusive igneous rock, the material
has not been scientifically studied and is generally labelled
as basalt. We know now that the new statue recovered from
Operation J at Mishrifeh was worked from a block of
dolerite, a black extrusive stone, which differs from hasalt
in its much coarser texture. This type of stone, which was
possibly extracted from the quarries located approximate-
Iy 10 km to the North of Tell Mishrifeh (analyses of mate-
rial sampled from this area are in progress), may have been
preferred to basalt by the sculptors active in the royal
workshops of Qatna because of its larger crystals, which
lent more brightness to the statues.

* On the pottery production area of Operation J, ¢f. MORAN-
b1 BoNACOsST 2003 and MORANDI BONACOSSI in print.
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During the 2002 excavation campaign in Operation J,
on the summit of the acropolis of Tell Mishrifeh
(Fig. 4). a new example of high (Md Syrian royval
statuary wasz uncovered (MSH02..3087.712).! This
specimen represents a significant addition to the col-
lection of stone and bronze statues of sitting male
figures found at the site to date (DU MESNIL DU Buls-
SON 1927a—b. 204, pis. 80:1, 89:1. and 21-23, fig. 539.
pl. 80:2: n0 MESNIL DU BUissoN 1935 4445, fig. 4, pl.
5:1-2; DussavD 1926; RONZEVALLE 1914)° and, espe-
cially, to the rather limited corpus of Old Syrian
basalt votive statues of kings, queens, and dignitaries
already known mainly from Middle Bronze Age Ebla
(DoLCE 2002 MATTHIAE 1962, 1965, 1966, 1967.
1992: Mazzont 1950).

The presentation and discussion of this recently
discovered artistic product of ancient Qatna’'s roval
workshops is dedicated as a mark of respect and
appreciation to Manfred Bietak. the archaeologist to
whom wi- owe the first wide-ranging attempt at svn-
chronizing and linking together the ancient civiliza-
tions, which flourished in the Eastern Mediterranean

Height 41 em, width 404 em. Two more possible fragments
of rayal statues were found in the same Operation during
the 2003 excavation campaign (MEHO3.J4010.701 and
4040.712}. For a recent review of the results of the excava-
tions carried cut by the Italian compenent of the joint Syi-
ian-Ttalian-German project at Tell Mishrifeh. ¢f AL-
Magniss1, Luclax), MoranDl Baxacosst, Novik, Pranz-
Nek 2002 and MORANDT BoXacoss] ef el 2003,

A further statue of a sitting male figure was recovered in
the 19704ex during Duilding activities carried vot at the site
and is now kept i the National Museum of Hama (kind
information of Dr. Michel al-Magdissi). [n 20002 the German
team wurking at Tell Mishrifeh uncovered, under the see-
ond millennium palace. a royal grave dating to the LBA T,
the entrance to which was guarded by two identical Old
Syrian basalt male figures. each sitting on a throne and
holding a cup in the right hand which rested on the thigh
(DoHMAXN-PrarzNER. Novik, PRALZNER 2003, 16, fig. 3).
Petrographical, ¢hemical and physical analyses of the
stone useil for the statur were carried out thanks to the co.
operation of the Directorate General of Antiguities and
Muscumes of Syria. which allowed to sample a small yuanti-
ty of stone from a break in the hase of the fignre ta be ana-

during the second millenmum B('. and the excavatar
of Tell ed-Dabva, a key site for the study of vultural
cantact and interference between the Nile Delta and
the Levant.

The headless dolerite’ statue represents a male fig-
ure wearing a mantle with rolled horders and sitting
on a throne (Figs. 1. 2a—¢), and was found in a sec-
ondary context in one of the fills of a refuse pit con-
taining LBA T ceramic diagnostics (Fig. 3). which was
dug into a large pottery manufacturing area of the
MBA and LBA I period after its abandonment.*

After the ceramic factory of the LBA I Sub.-phas-
es Td--c fell out of use. a large pit (SU 3088) was dug
{(during the following Sub-phase 7h} in the western
part of a mud work platform in which two pottery
kilns were inserted. This large refuse pit, 7.40 m long.
cut the platform and used the northern face of a wall
(3319} of 4 monumental building {Building ¥. located
immediately to the South) as retaining wall. slightly
seoring its plactered face (Fig. 4).

The pottery material recovered from its foundation
trench indicates that Building 8 was built in the esarly

lyzed in Naly. T am deeply indebted to the Director Grener-
al of Antiquities at the time Th. 1 Ahmar, and to the
Directur of the Excavations Service and Archacologivs]
Btuclies and co-director of the interuutional Mishrifeh pro-
ject. Do M. Al-Maugdissi. for thewr help and understanding.
[ am also very grateful to D L. Maritan {(Department of
Mineralogy and Petrology, University of Paclua) for having
analyvzed the stone. In most publicativas on Syrian statu-
ary seulpted in black extrusive ignreous rock the material
has nut been scientifically studied and is generally labelled
as hasalt. We know now that the pew statue recovered itom
Operation JJ at Mishrifeh was worked from a block of
delerite, a black extrusive stone, which differs from hasalt
in its much coarser texture. This type of stone, which was
possibly extracted from the quarries located approximate-
ly 10 km to the North of Tell Mishritel {analyses of mate-
rial sampled from this area are in progress). may have been
prefecred to basalt by the sculptors active m the royal
workshops of Qatna because of its larger evystals, which
lent more brightress to the statues,

i 0n the pottery production area of Operation . ¢f. MORAX-
D1 Bonarass 2003 and MoRaxLE Boxacoss] in print.
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TELL MISHRIFEH 2003 - OPERATION J
SCHEMATIC PLAN OF BUILDING 8
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Fig 4 Topographic map of Tell Mishrifeh {Tapographic survey A. Beinat and A. Marchesini) and schematic plan of Building 8
{Drawing M. Garibaldi)

Fragment MSH03.J.4040.701 probably belonged
to a dolerite/basalt sculpture® of a sitting figure sim-
ilar to — though larger than - the statue recovered
from the refuse pit. The fragment might correspond
to the left lowsr leg covered by & mantle with swollen
borders of an enthroned royal figure (Fig. 2f)." The
characteristic classic Old and Middle Syrian royal
mantle with rolled borders is elearly recognizable,
The. sculpture fragment was later reworked into a
large quern and finally used as a building stone in the
foundations of wall 4040 (Building 12). The identifi-
cation of dolerite/basalt fragment MSH03.J.4040.712
is more problematie: its interpretation as part of a
statue cannot be considered unequivocal."

As observed above, these remains of dolerite/basalt
statuary probably belong to at least two votive statues

* Nostudy of the stone has.yet been carried ont.

™ Height 37 em; width 21.6 cm.

"' Height 23,2 em: width 21,2 em.

' The interpretation of sitting or standing roale figures in
bronze and stone wearing a cloak with thickly rolled bor-
ders and. an ovoid tiara {possibly existing aleo in the case of

of male personages — most likely deified royal ances-
tors'"— sach sitting on a throne, wearing an elaborate
mantle with rolled borders and holding a cup in the
right hand, which rests on the thigh and with the left
hand stretched out on the knee.

The left wrist of statue MSH02.J.3087.712 wore a
double braeslet, The head, which was not found in
the dump, must have originally been fastened to the
body of the statue by means of a dolerite tenon
seulpted from the same stone block as the head, or
possibly by a metal rod, ag indieated by the presence
of & 3 om deep round hole with a diameter of 3 em at
the base of the neck."

The statue bears a few surface abrasions which do
not generally hinder the reading of the sculpture.
The understanding of the right hand of the male fig-

our headless statue) as deified royal rapi 'ume has been con-
vineingly proposed by MATTHIAE (1980, 346-349 with fur-
ther bibliography).

1t is impossible to auvertain whether the head wag exeouted
in a different material (metal?) from the rest of the body. No
paraflel for such a practice is known so far for MBA Syria.
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ure is, however, hampered by a rather extended abra-
sion. Nonetheless, the irregular rounded shape, which
the abraded stone still shows, and especially the pres-
ence of a rounded bulge immediately after the wrist,
which is what survives of the knuckle of the right
thumb represented in the act of holding a ¢cup," indi-
cate that the personage held a drinking bowl in his
right hand (Fig. 2:a-¢, e].

The typology of the sitting male figure holding a
cup is very widespread in Old Syrian votive statuary
—not only royal statuary— from the archaic phase
onwards (¢f. footnote 14; MATTHIAR 1992, 117-118;
Mazzox1 1980, 82-83). This figurative tradition con-
tinved through the Middle Syrian statuary produe-
tion of Hazor'" and into the New 8yrian period, from
which it is documented by the Tell Halaf funerary
statues (MOORTGAT 1955, 35-37, 123, pls. 1-9, 1563).

Unfortunately, the shape of the cup, which the
personage held in his right hand, cannot be recon-
strueted. We pan not ascertain whether the bow] was
of the well-known carinated type with out-turned
rim, well attested during the MBA I and the first part
of the MBA 11, but which was no longer in use in the
final phase of the MBA 1l (MATTHIAE 1992, 118;
NIGRO 2002).

No precise chronological indication is therefore
provided neither by this antiquarian element or by
the general - long lasting - iconography of the sitting
male figure.

Similarly, the throne on which the figure sits does
not add any significant information in this respect,
especially because s detailed comparison with the
numerous chairs and thrones represented in the Old
and Middle Syrian statvary and in particular in the
glyptics is not possible due to the unexceptional
structure of the throne and the miniaturistic charac-
ter of the representations on cylinder seals.'*

The only antiquarian element that can offer some
dating evidence with regard to our statue —though
only in very broad terms— is represented by the man-
tle with rolled borders, The chronological evolution of
clothing items in second millenninm Syrian statues

" As is shown. for instance, by etatues TM.65.A.234,
T™M.88.G.70, TM.72.8,13. TM.84.B.24. TM.71.B.952.
TM.75.0.500. TM.88.P.627. and TM.89.P314 from Ebla
{MATTHIAE 1992, ple. 50:). 624, 53:2: Mazzox: 1980, 82).

“ Statues from the LBA III temple, stratum IA and well
2157 from the LBA II temple, stratum 1B (Yamiy 1968, pla,
$26-327 and 330). An earlier date for the latter, at the end
of the high (e Syrian period (between 1750 and 1600 BC:
of. MATTHIAE 1992, 126) has been advocated on the basis of

and, especially, the iconographic and stylistic render-
ing of mantles have been the object of intense debate
amorng scholars; & general consensus on this issue,
however, has not yet emerged (COLLON 1975, 140;
MATTHIAE 1992; MazzoNi 1979 and 1980; PoRADA
1957, 195; ScHROER 1985, 65, WINTER 1987,
205-216). Recently, SCHROER (1985, 65) and WINTER
(1987, 205-2186} have denied any vahie as a chrono-
logieal indicator to the mantle typologies due to the
fact that some temporal overlapping among the dif-
ferent types is certainly found. This is of course true,
but & closer evaluation of the different cloak typolo-
gies combined with a stylistic analysis not just of the
mantle, but of the whole figure, may lead to more
precise chronological classifications of the second
millennium votive royal statuary.

Briefly, three main cloak types are documented in
Old and Middle Syrian statuary and glyptics:
1. A mantle with a thin double edge,’” which is por-

trayed on seals until around 1750 BC (MATTHIAE

1992, 121-122}.

2. A cloak with fringed borders,” which is widely
found in statues and in glyptics from the second
half of the nineteenth century BC. The fringed
cloak seems to become less frequent around 1750
BC and it disappears totally by the end of the
sighteenth century (MATTHIAE 1992, 122).

3. A mantle with rolled borders that wraps around
the sitting figure in an elaborate way. The cloak
with swollen rounded borders, which is seen also in
the Mighrifeh statue and known from around 1750
BC, was probably introduced into the ¢lassical Old
Syrian glyptics under the influence of the Aleppa
workshops, where it most likely originated
(MATTHIAE 2000, 186, 212),

In the Yamkhad royal glyptic found at Alalakh
VII, the mantle with rolled borders is frequently rep-
resented from the reign of Abba-El, son of Ham-
murabi I {mid-eighteenth century BC; ¢f. CoLLON
1987, no. 542) and continues to be well attested dur-
ing the reigns of his nephew Nigmepuh, son of

iconographic and stylistic considerations by §. Mazzox)
(1980, 82, 98-97).

W For a discussion on the evolution of the chairs in the Ol
Syrian statuary and glvpties, ¢f. MATTHIAR 1992, 118-120.

" As seen on Ibbit-Lim's torso from Ebla (MATTHIAE AND
PETTINATO 1972).

® Such ss in the statues from the P2 Temple at Ebla
{MATTHIAE 1992) and in those found in the antechamber of
the Royal Grave at Qatna. ©F. also footnotes 2 aml 14,
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Varim-Lim 11 (CoLLoN 1987, po. 214), and Yarim-
Lim IIT (around 1630 BC; CoLLOX 1987, no. 215).*
In the Ebla glyptics, the royal mantle with rolled
borders is well-known thanks to several jar impres-
sions recovered from the Old Syrian destruction level
of Room L. 3100 in the Western Palace. The imprés-
sions belong to the dynastic seal of a prince, who was

the son of king Indilimgur of Ebla, probably the

ruler during whose. reign the ¢ity fell to the siege of
the Hittite king Mursili I. The impressions can be
dated to the period c. 1650-1600 BC.

This type of mantle with swollen borders is well
represented in a class of royal bronze figurines, such
as the statuette of a standing king from Sugidiah
dated fo the seventeenth century BC (NEGEI 1976,
170 no: 1432, pl. 81), the bronze figurine probably

from Mishrifeh now kept in the Louvre Museum,

which demonstrates the survival of the classical Old
Syrian figurative and stylistic fradition until the six-
teenth-fifteenth centuries BC (¢f. Dussavp. 1926 and
1948, 61-62, fig. 26; MATTHIAE 1962, 5455, SPYCKET
1981, 285, pl. 182; RONZEVALLE 1314), and the stat-
uette of a sitting king from Megiddo IX-VII, six-
teenth-fifteenth centuries BC (Loun 1948, pl, 235).

The. stylistic and iconographic parallels with the
limited series of bronze figurines mentjoned. ahove
show that this important element of clothing was in
use until the fifteenth century BC. The royal votive
stone statuary, however, indicates that this antiquar-
ian element may be found until the fourteenth-thir-
teenth centuries BC,” whilst in the.glyptics the cloak
with swollen barders iz used only until the late seven-
teenth—early sixteenth centuries BC.?

Although the archaeclogical context of our Oper-
ation J statue would thus lead us to place this exam-
ple of high royal votive statuary in the early Middle
Syrian period (sixteenth~fifteenth centuries BC), we
must keep in mind that it was originally placed else-
where and then subsequently ritually buried in a
Sub-phase 7b refuse dump. Furthermore, the: anti-

'* Further representations of this type of mantle in the 0ld
Syrian glyptics are; ‘CoLLox 1987, nos. 216-218, 453, 511,
543-544, 707, 770, 790, 832. See alse TEISIER 1984, nos.
451-455, 457, 478, 522.

* . the so-called ‘El stetuétte’ in dolomite probably por-
traying & king on his throne from the Rhyta Temple at
Ugarit (MALLET F987).

¥ However, it has to be kept in mind that seals from stratified
Syrian contexts of the sarly Middle Syrian period. that is
from the epoch included between approximataly 1820 and
1800 BC are extremely rare (TEISSIER 1984, 73~74},

. Cf., for instance, the Jabbul head {Dussarn 1026, 341, pl.

quarian elements, such as'the mantle with rolled ber-
ders, allow to us to date this royal sculpture as from
the late Old Syrian period (e, 1750/17060-1600 BC).

The.stylistic execution of the body of the person-
age, elegant but rather static and slightly stocky, dif-
fers from the elongateéd stylistic rendering of the tall
and thin standing and sitting human figures which
characterize Middle Svrian metal and stone statu-
ary.® Furthermore, the elaborated wrapping of the
rolled borders of the cloak around the king's body
and their plastic arrangement on his lap in three soft
and swollen paralle] folds bring this statue close to
the baroque tendency typical of the late 0ld Syrian
period {TEISSIER 1984, 74).

In synthesis, the antiquarian, iconographie, and
stylistic elements discussed above suggest that this
statue of a deified royal ancestor from the summit of
the Qatna acropolis should be dated to the late Old
Syrian period (1750/1700-1600 BC).

The statue fragment MSH03.J.4040.701 from a
wall of Building 12, which possibly correspends to
the lawer leg of an enthroned royal figure with a
mantle with rolled borders, seems to share the same
antigquarian (mantle) and stylistic (soft and plastic
execution of the swollen cloak burders) chardacteris-
tics of the headless royal statue. We may hypothe-
size that this statue fragment dates to the very same
period.

Since at least two contemporary and possibly sim-
ilar votive royal statues have been recovered from
Operation J —although from different archaeological
contexts— and since we know that at Ebla® and at
Qatna. itself” pairs of statues were dedicated in tem-
ples and put in royal graves during the Old and Mid-
dle Syrian periods (MATTHIAE 1992, 117), we cannot
rule out that statues MSH02.J.3087.712 and
MSHO03.J.4040.701 belonged to a similar pair.

This leads us to the guestion of the original place-
ment of the two statues discovered in Uperation J. It
seems probable that the statue and the monumental.

713}, the bronze figurine of a standing king from Sueidizh
{NEGBI 1876, 170 no. 1432, pl. 31), snd the bronze deifted
figurine of a sitting king from Mishrifeh (Drssarp 1926
RONZEVALLE 1914},

® Cf. the-group of wotive figures from Temple P2 (MATTHIAE
1992) and the fragmentary statues from Templée D
(MATTRIAE 1967, 126-127, 130, 138, pl. 60;:2-3) and Temple
(13 on the acropolis (MATTHILE 1980, 60-61, fig. 13).

¥ Cf the puir of identical statves of sitting royal ancestors
placed an both sides of the entrance to the royal grave
underneath the palace (DOHMANN-PFALZNER. NOVAK.
PRALZNER 2003, 16, fig. 3).
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threshold — or perhaps even & betylus-type stone® —
discovered in secondary contexts in the two LBA I
dumps of Sub-phases 7b and 7a result from the rob-
bing of an earlier. abandoned Middle Bronze Age
public building which, considering the size and
weight of the statue and the architectural elements
found in its proximity,” was probably located not far
away from where they were found.

We may hypothesize that the re-used basalt
architectural elements and the royal statues origi-
nally eame from Building 8, which, with its impos-
ing size,” must have towered from the top of the
acrapolis over the whole city. Excavation here has
only just begun and much remains to be discovered.

For this reason, nothing can be said so far about the
function -and layout of public Building 8, which was
erected during the very early part of the MBA 1 and
abandoned during the late MBA II or early LBA 1.

However, its monumentality, its location on the
summit of the central mound of the acropolis, i.e. the
highest and most central part of the city, the possible

= Cf. footnote 8.

* On the trodden fldor 2444 of Iron Age II Phase 1. a large
bagalt basin was found. Originally this basin was most like-
ly:a column hase 2 m in dismeter with a moulding running
all around its smoothed cireumference, which was probably
dug up nearby and transformed into g wine press in the
Tron Age IT {cf. MoraND1 Boxacosst 2003, 109. fig. 26).

presence in it of a pair of late Old Syrian king statues,
and above all the fact that it was erected at the very
onset of the second millennium BC - when the later
Royal Palace had not yet heen constructed — and
remained in use during the whole MBA, are-all ele-
ments that do not allow to exclude that Building 8
may have been Qatna’s earlier Royal Palace or, alter-
natively, one of the religious buildings of the Old Syr-
ian city of Qatna, perhaps the dynastic témple. In this
respect it is worth remembering that Temple D, which
hag been interpreted by its excavator as the sanatnary
of the ruling dynasty (MATTHIAE 1989, figs. 155~160),
was situated on the aeropolis of contemporary Ebla in
a location which parallels that of Building 8.

However, until future excavations will make a
more extensive exploration of Building 8 poassible,
the interpretation of this public building as the
royal palace or temple of the Old Syrian city and
the proposed consecration in it of a pair of statues
portraying enthroned deified royal ancestors must
remain hypothetical.

Immediately to the SW of the basin, on the same trodden
floor, & further basalt threshold or lintel with a central rec-
tangular socket, which probebly housed a bolt which closed
the door. was uncovered.

2. footnote 5.
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