OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: September 26th, 2022 9:40am  


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The CI happened in a maths classroom during an english lesson. It was the first class of the day. The classroom had three sets of tables that seated two in four rows. There were about twenty-two students in the class at the time of the incident. There was a smartboard in the centre of the room whiteboards adjacent to it. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The class was given five minutes to read a book of their liking and were told if they act up they might get a sanction. One boy put his book in front of himself and pretended to read. He would intermittently look at the teacher to make sure she didn’t notice he was slacking. He proceeded to play with his pen for the entire five minutes. Later in the class he was engaged and answering questions about the class assignments which included questions about the theme of the book they began reading that day. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

There was a fear of getting caught in his unruly behavior which might point to a fear of being punished. There might be a gender related attitude towards reading that made him not want to. There could also be some sort of diagnosis to explain his fidgeting. Finally, he could have been operated on an internal reward system where he knew that doing what he was supposed to do wouldn’t lead to any praise so he didn’t do it.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

It was right at the beginning of the school day and there was some noise coming from the hallway. The smartboard was turned on during the five minute reading time and a powerpoint was loaded. It was a routine task so the students seemed to know what was expected of them. None of the students in the class were acting up at this time.







Record 2
	Date and time, year group: September 26th, 2022 9:90 year 8


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

In the year 8 Welsh classroom. The classroom was full of desks and tables with very little on the walls. There were 29 students in the class. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
There were two girls who were chatting for most of the class. They even got called out by the teacher to hush twice. When it came time to do the workbook, they were very on task and completed their work quickly. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I could look into the effects of having a friend in class to make the class more enjoyable. Being shushed didn’t seem to be a useful tactic and these students didn’t seem overall troublesome. What are some ways to keep them engaged so they are more focused on what the teacher is saying? Alternatively, maybe having a classroom where you can chat quietly to your friend is condusive for an overall positive learning environment. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
There was very little space not filled by tables, chairs, or students. There was a smart board at the front of the class with whiteboards on either side. It was a little noisy in the hallway. 


















Record 3
	Date and time, year group: September 27th, 2022 11:10am year 9


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

A history class in a room with rows on each side of the classroom with a walkway in the middle. The class had 26 year 9 students.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

A student was called gay by a classmate. This student responded by saying “it’s 2022, anyone can do what they want.” This was not addressed by the teacher and was generally glossed over in the class. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
I could talk about being queer in the classroom and how teachers can encourage an inclusive environment. Th girl who called the boy gay was also being harassed by others in the class. I could look at developmental psychology as it relates to bullying for year 9s. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

There were handouts on each table with relevent information to the task given. The walls had facts about different 20th century genocides. There was a timeline circumventing the room. Two students were moved to sit at the table with myself and the other observer. 

























