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[bookmark: _Toc49328358]Overview of Virtual learning Environment: 
About: A Virtual learning environment (VLE) is one of the most accepted online-based platforms that help the teachers and the students to enhance the experience of learning through creative interactions and active learning environments(Phungsuk, Viriyavejakul and Ratanaolarn, 2017). 
Concept: A VLE provides the opportunity for the teachers to create courses in such a manner that involve the students. 
Usage: The students also get the opportunity to learn new things at their own pace and along with that teachers get the opportunity to trace the student’s improvement over the period(Kerimbayev, 2016). 
Importance: The main aim of this research work is to understand the impact of the VLE on the students learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. In the future, this research work will help to understand the trend of the United Kingdom regarding the preference of students for the VLE. 
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[bookmark: _Toc49328360]Literature Review: Virtual Learning Environment: 
Concept of the VLE:
According to the study of Phungsuk, Viriyavejakul and Ratanaolarn, (2017), it can be understood that a VLE can be defined as a web-based platform where the students get the learning material within the campus or even outside the college campus. The courses were designed by the professors that support the learning of the students outside the lecture hall. Even the students who were unable to visit the campus because of geographic or time restrictions can access the courses at any instance. Therefore, the concept of VLE is to help the students to learn things at their own pace. 
Benefits of the VLE:
The study of Vaganova et al. (2017), refers that the VLE provides the opportunity to the students to learn anything at their own pace, and along with that their learning also assessed by the teachers. Even, another benefit of VLE is that the students can learn new skills or can gather knowledge regarding any particular subject without travelling anywhere. The VLE learning helps the teachers to create the courses for a huge number of students as well as the engagement of students also enhanced by the participation in the practical tasks. The Moodle VLE system is beneficial where the students and the teachers interact through an online area and the students submit the assignment by using that area.
Impact of the VLEon students:
Yanget al. (2018) refers that students need to participate in each of the practical tasks for the betterment of their learning. Students need to be honest at the time of participation at the practical task else the new skill will not be acquired by the students.The study of Rienties et al.(2016), refers that the students of the Universities will able to fulfill their employment aspiration because VLE helps the students to gain comprehensive knowledge regarding any particular topic. Even, as of now most of the young generations are accustomed to using digital platforms, this kind of learning environment will help them to feel comfortable learning new skills. The skill of self-management, self-learning, and independent learning will be enhanced because students have to learn any new skills or gather knowledge at their responsibility. Even, the practical based online courses will help the students to gather theoretical knowledge as well as the practical approach that will help the students to understand its application in real life also.  
Prospects of theVLE:
Alves, Miranda and Morais, (2016), defined the VLE as the future of the education system because of the immense use of technology. Moreover, the young generation feels comfortable with technology, and most of the organizations applying new technologies in their organizational workflow. So, learning through the VLE will help the students to gain in-depth knowledge regarding a subject as they learn the things at their own pace that create the high demand of VLE.
[bookmark: _Toc49328361]Aims and Objectives: 
[bookmark: _Toc49328362]Aim of this research: 
The main aim of this research is to identify and assess the impact of virtual learning environment on the students, especially in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
The research objectives are as follows: 
· To understand the concept of a VLE
· To understand the impact of the VLE on the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To explore a different way to utilize the VLEfor the benefits of the students
[bookmark: _Toc49328363]Research Methods: 
Philosophy: Research philosophy provides the opportunity for the researcher to get in-depth knowledge about the research topic in a more viable manner (Brown and Rhoades, 2019). To properly assess the impact of the VLEon the students’ learning experience at the University, the researcher has taken the interpretivism research philosophy. This helped the researcher to interpret the data in a more proper way to draw a valid conclusion.
Data collection: Data collection is one of the important parts of any research project. Two types of data collection method are available. The primary data collection process refers to the collection of data through surveys, statistics and the secondary data collection method refers to the collection of data through questionnaires, books, journals. In this research work, the researcher has selected both the secondary and primary data collection methods to understand the impact of virtual learning on the student.The Smartsurvey website was used for the conduction of the survey intended for this study.
Data analysis: Proper analysis of the data helps the researcher to understand the research work in a more prominent manner as well as it provides the opportunity to understand the different aspect of the research project (Heeringa, West and Berglund, 2017). There are two types of data analysis e.g. qualitative data analysis and quantitative data analysis. The researcher has used both the data analysis method for the better evaluation of the result of the data collection method. It would be helpful for the reader also to understand the data collection techniques followed by the researcher. In addition, it will help the reader to understand the viability of the report.
Sampling method: Sampling method helps to find the right candidate to properly felicitate the primary data collection method. In this research work, the researcher has selected 10 respondents for the primary data collection process. Survey link has been provided to the respondents through email and for secondary data various journals, case studies have been evaluated. The following sampling method has been chosen by the researcher to maintain the viability of the study and to ensure the authenticity of the data collected from the respondents to resolve as well as justifying the chosen research issue. It would be helpful for the reader to measure the weightiness of the content or the study done by the researcher.
[bookmark: _Toc49328364]Results 
Primary data analysis:
The survey that was conducted included 2 respondents between the ages of 24 and 28 years while 16 were above the age of 28 years. On the other hand, 15 among the respondents were female while only 3 were male.
Response of my questionnaire (Q5, Q6, Q7, Q8, Q9, Q10, Q11)
	Question No.
	Highly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Highly Disagree
	Max Score
	Min Score

	5
	5
	7
	4
	2
	0
	7
	0

	6
	3
	12
	1
	2
	0
	12
	0

	7
	1
	10
	6
	0
	1
	10
	0

	8
	3
	11
	3
	1
	0
	11
	0

	9
	9
	6
	3
	0
	0
	9
	0

	10
	3
	5
	7
	2
	1
	7
	1

	11
	3
	7
	4
	2
	2
	7
	2



Figure: Min and max response
Source: Created by author
The analysis of the responses from the respondents of the survey reveals that the majority of them agree that the virtual learning environment would be more practical approach for learning. On the other hand, 12 respondents have agreed that the VLE provided with better learning opportunities for the students. These responses are indicative of the inclinations of the students in favour of the virtual learning environment. Ahmad et al., (2020) have also stated that there are increasing number of universities and educational institutions who are implementing virtual classroom for imparting education. Therefore, the response of the survey also complements the effectiveness of the virtual classroom for education. It was also expressed in the survey the maximum score received for the eighth question about difficulties faced by the non-technical students was 10 for agree. It means that the respondents believe that the use of technology for the virtual learning would not be a problem as most of the millennial generation is well versed in the use of technology. The respondents also agreed that the self-management skills of the students would also be improved through the use of the VLE. This shows that the respondents although are definite about the rising importance of VLE for education and learning and yet they are not sure if it can replace the traditional education system entirely. The respondents also agree that Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus would promote the application and use of VLE.
Response for my questionnaire (Q4, Q12)
	Question No.
	Yes
	No
	Not Sure 
	Maximum Response
	Minimum Response

	4
	13
	2
	3
	13
	2

	12
	18
	0
	N/A
	18
	0

	Total Score
	31
	2
	3
	 
	 

	Average Score
	15.5
	1
	3
	 
	 



Figure 2:Min and max response
Source: Created by author
The analysis shows that the future development of the education sector would be expedited through the application of the VLE. It is also believed by the respondents that VLE would enable in depth learning for the students. The possible direction which would be taken by the education sector means that the VLE would shape the methods through which the education is delivered to the students. Due to the advancements in technology and the future driven strategic decisions of the academic institutions around the globe, the respondents and their opinions which has been intimated through agreeing to the 12th and 4th questions mean the students also believe them. The indication of changes in the method of delivery is already notable as it helps in removing the geographical boundaries, cost benefits and also delivering quality education for people around the world. The VLE helps in the distribution of the educational resources as digital copies of books and research papers are accessible to wider audience and participatory form of education can be incorporated by the VLE. Therefore, the future development of the education sector is greatly contributed by the introduction of VLE in educational and academic institutions.
Secondary research:
In the traditional method of learning one of the problems is that when the number of students increases in the classrooms it become difficult to resolve the queries of each of the student whereas the VLE provides the opportunity to clarify each of the queries in more viable format (Lee, 2020). Even the study of Lee (2020), helped to understand that this learning method helps to address the burden on the teachers as well as provide the opportunities to the students to prepare for their future as the knowledge of technology is most demanded in each of the sectors. The University of Edinburgh already implemented the VLE which supports more than 5000 courses for the student (The University of Edinburgh, 2020). Even the report published inTeach-ict (2020), the virtual online environment is an online education platform and is the extension of normal school education and the professors place their lecture on the VLEsystem in the form of electronic file. According to the report of The Guardian (2020), in this pandemic situation many universities in the UK like Manchester Metropolitan University, The London School of Economics and others are also planning to implement the VLE. 
[bookmark: _Toc49328365]Discussion:
The above research work helps to understand that the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus will be benefitted if the VLE applied in the educational system. All the data of the research work provide in-depth knowledge regarding the demand of the VLE in the university as well as it sheds light on the factor that most of the students of the college are familiar with the term Virtual Learning Environment.
· The advent of internet and the development of technology have made it irrelevant.
· The future trends of the VLE as indicated by the respondents believe that the application and use of VLE would increase significantly. 
· Conversely, most of the respondents are neutral when asked if the traditional learning would be replaced by VLE. 
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1. What s your Name?

Response | Response
Percent Total
1 100.00% 13
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2. What s your age? i Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent | Total
1 1820years 0.00% 4
2 2123 years 0.00% 4
3 | 2428 years [ ] 10.53% 2
4 | Above 28 years ] 89.47% 17
answered 19

skipped 0
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3. What s your gender? i Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent | Total
1 Male [ ] 15.79% 3
2 | Female | BRI S
answered 19

skipped 0
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4.D0 you think VLE will help to study in more depth?

1 Yes
2 No

3 Notsure

[l Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent Total
68.42% 13
10.53% 2
21.05% 4
answered 19

skipped 0
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5. Do you think VLE will provide the opportunity to the students to lean the subjects in a more practical approach? B Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent | Total
1 | Highly agree I 26.32% 5
2 | Agree | — 4211% 8
3 | Neutral [ ] 21.05% 4
4 | Disagree [ | 10.53% 2
5 Highly disagree 0.00% 4
answered 19

skipped

°
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6. How far do you agree that virtual leaming environment provides better learning opportunities? [ Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent | Total
1 | strongly Agree [ ] 15.79% 3
2 | Agree e —— 68.42% 13
3 | Neutral [ ] 5.26% 1
4 | Disagree [ | 10.53% 2
5 | strongly Disagree 0.00% 4

answered 19

skipped 0
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7. How far do you agree that non-technical students face difficulties in leaming in VLE environment? [ Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent | Total
1 | strongly Agree [ 10.53% 2
2 | Agree | | 52.63% 10
3 | Neutral ] 31.58% 6
4 Disagree 0.00% 4
5  strongly Disagree [ ] 5.26% 1

answered 19

skipped 0
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8. How far do you agree that VLE help in improving self-management skill?

ARSI

strongly agree
Agree

Neutral
Disagree

strongly Disagree

[l Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent Total
21.05% 4
57.89% 1
15.79% 3
5.26% 1
0.00% 0
answered 19

skipped 0
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9. Do you think in future the use of VLE will be increased? [ Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent | Total
1 | Highly agree ] 52.63% 10
2 | Agree | — 31.58% 6
3 | Neutral [ ] 15.79% 3
4 Disagree 0.00% 4
5 Highly disagree 0.00% 4

answered 19

skipped 0
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10. Do you think that virtual learning has the ability to replace the traditional approach to le

ARSI

Highly agree
Agree
Neutral
Disagree

Highly disagree

[l Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent Total
15.79% 3
31.58% 6
36.84% 7
10.53% 2
5.26% 1

answered 19

skipped 0
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1. How far do you think that having a VLE system at Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus would promote virtual
learning?

1 strongly Disagree [ ]

2 | Disagree [

3 | Neutral [ ]

4 | Agree I
5 | Strongly Agree [ ]

[l Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent Total
15.79% 3
10.53% 2
21.05% 4
36.84% 7
15.79% 3

answered 19

skipped

°
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12. Do you think that VLE will help to gain future development in the education sector? [ Create Chart

Response | Response

Percent Total
1 ves I 000 | 1
2 No 0.00% 0
answered 19

skipped 0




