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Compare and Contrast Two Distinct Types of Work with Young People

This assignment the author will discuss two distinct types of work with young people and attempt to compare and contrast them both. The author has chosen club-based youth work and outreach youth work. Effective youth work takes place in a wide range of settings: youth clubs and youth centers, uniformed and voluntary youth organizations, youth counselling units, outreach and detached projects to name a few. Youth work wherever young people are (What is Youth Work? 2021). 
They all have the same primary goal which as stated by Blacke (2013) is ultimately, all youth work has one key aim to help young people's emotional and social development in an informal setting but through educational processes. By developing supportive relationships with young people, and opening their eyes to new experiences, youth workers enable increased confidence, ambition and empathy (Blacke, 2013). They also work under the same values including participation and active involvement, equity, diversity and inclusion, partnership with young people and others and personal, social and political development (2021). 
Club based youth work is pretty much as named and takes place in designated buildings such as youth clubs, schools, and churches to name a few. According to NYA.org (2021) youth work has its origins in the clubs and projects set up by voluntary organisations often with a religious intent in the 19th century. Many of these such as the Boys Brigade and the Young Women’s Christian Association, still exist today as national voluntary youth organisations (NYA.org, 2021). Club based youth is quite vast, but the work generally consists of providing a safe environment for young people to go where they can participate in activities such as sports, games, arts and crafts, workshops and advice and guidance from youth workers and peers. This can help to increase confidence in young people as well as giving them a sense of belonging and feeling a part of the community. The author feels that the effects on young people caused by the COVID 19 pandemic are devastating as stated by Townsend (2021) “The pandemic has taken a devastating toll on young people’s mental health and wellbeing,” (Townsend, 2021). The author feels that the young people are missing out on vital 1:1 face to face contact from their youth workers and peers. According to Wainwright (2020) one of the reasons young people were at risk of loneliness during the pandemic was because they were facing ongoing uncertainty at a transitional stage in their lives, such as leaving school, and may be more at risk of online bullying and body-image worries during a period of increased online communication (Wainwright, 2020). This would have also taken its toll on relationships with young people and their parents and siblings leading to arguments, fights, and the number of reported incidents of children dying or being seriously harmed after suspected abuse or neglect rose by a quarter after England's first lockdown last year, figures indicate (Covid-19: Rise in suspected child abuse cases after lockdown, 2021). Hosting youth meetings via the internet does not offer the same support that face to face can offer, thus ultimately youth workers may not realise if a young person is in need or danger.
Outreach work can be traced back to a Portsmouth shoemaker named John Pounds who began teaching poor children for free in 1818. He would teach them from his workshop and would walk the streets of Portsmouth looking for children to recruit to his school and would even use the promise of hot baked potato’s as a way of recruiting them. He would teach them the three R’s which are reading writing and arithmetic’s as well as life skills such as cooking, toy making and religious instruction (Smith, 2001). 
Modern day outreach youth work is carried out on the young person’s own territory and supports and compliments new and existing centre/project-based youth work. Primarily used to inform young people of services that exist in their locality and to encourage them to use such services, outreach can also seek to identify, through consultation with young people, any gaps that exist in services aimed at meeting their needs (Detached and outreach handbook, 2021). Outreach youth work can be carried out in a number of different settings such as in the community in places such as young people’s homes, churches etc. and is mainly carried out on a need’s basis, school-based youth work which is carried out in schools and colleges and is usually carried out with work such as drop-in sessions. Street-based outreach youth work is carried out on the streets and is designed to support young people by helping them to get the support that they need which could be advice, signposting to relevant agencies such as homeless, substance misuse, mental health and educational. Outreach youth work has also had to adapt to the way that it works since the start of the pandemic by moving their work to online platforms such as zoom and Microsoft teams. Leading to most youth workers working from and carrying out appointments from their own homes. 
The most obvious difference between outreach and  club is that club-based youth work is carried out in a specific building or venue such as a youth club but outreach youth work is carried out without the need for a building or venue. However, outreach youth work can be carried out in a building such as a school, young person’s home or GP surgery to name a few by way of an appointment, drop in, activity or workshop but is done on a need’s basis and is often linked to club-based work by way of encouraging or signposting young people to relevant club-based youth provisions. 
During my time working with the Wallich in a young person’s residential project, many of our clients would work with youth workers sometimes from the youth workers car, although before the pandemic they would also do activities with them. The author does not have much experience in a club-based youth work setting apart from my time in the scout’s way back in 1995. My experience with the scouts was positive and consisted of meeting with a group of other fellow young people in a community centre and taking part in various activities such as sports, learning how to tie knots, camping trips and sleepovers in the community centre. Although my knowledge of club-based youth work is very limited I feel that from my experience in the scouts and what I have learnt through research most youth-based clubs would show more similarities to the scouts than differences. Both settings with young people require following certain values and standards from the National occupational standards for youth work with purposeful relationships with young people being at the heart of both (LSIS, 2014). The majority of youth-based clubs are voluntary so young people can choose whether or not they attend where as some outreach youth work such as youth offending teams are involuntary as the young person is ordered to attend by the court. That being said the young person still has a choice whether they attend or face the consequences of not attending they are given the choice. There is some debate as to whether this is in fact classed as youth work. 
In conclusion, club-based youth work and outreach youth work although working under the same standards and values with the same primary aim of helping young people develop emotionally and socially also carry some differences. The most obvious main difference being that club-based youth work would cease to exist without an appropriate building or venue and if this was the case would probably fall under the setting of outreach youth work hypothetically speaking of course. Although outreach youth work operates without the need for a building or venue it often links in with club-based youth provisions with some outreach youth workers working from a youth club going onto the streets where young people are and increasing their awareness of the youth provisions including clubs available to them. Youth based clubs provide a safe environment for young people to grow and develop social and emotional skills as well as life skills. Outreach youth work is usually carried out on a one-to-one basis offering young people support with things such as peer support, advocacy and signposting to relevant agencies such as mental health, substance misuse, homelessness, sexual health agencies as well as advice and guidance on education, criminal justice and general life skills. All of these things can be done in a club-based project also but a big focus of club-based work is developing socially and emotionally through activities such as sports etc.
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