CAEN 6074: WRITING & READING GENDER

Essay (4000 words)

Refer closely to at least TWO of the module texts
1. Unless we recognise that for modernist women writing was a highly gendered practice we cannot fully appreciate their radical experiments – nor can we understand the writings of their male peers. Discuss.
2. ‘ ‘Men have hitherto treated women like birds which have strayed down from the heights…something that has to be caged up so that it shall not fly away’ (Nietzsche). Discuss some of the ways that the modernist women sought to escape the Victorian cage. 
3. How far do the texts you have studied confirm Peter Childs’s observation that modernist writing on sexuality introduces ‘a new openness … often sympathetic to feminism, homosexuality, androgyny and bisexuality’? 

4. ’Rather than needing to liberate themselves from their fathers - an all-too-easy task, in most cases - the real problem for many modernists was to achieve freedom from the mother.’   (Ricardo J. Quinones) Discuss.

5. ‘The dominant temporal structures of Woolf’s fiction are ones which produce a sort of loosening of the self’s boundaries. Interior monologues and exterior description flow into one another, just as different times merge together.’ (Peter Nicholls)

Examine the relation between self and society implicated in the techniques Nicholls described (you may choose to focus on Woolf or examine other module texts)
