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Colin Mortlock
Colin Mortlock born 1936 is a British adventurer, outdoor educator and author, he is said to be ‘’one of the most experienced, knowledgeable and respected people in the world concerning values, adventure and wild Nature’’
In the 1960’s he was one of Britain’s best rock climbers, later on he moved more of his focus over to white water kayaking and surfing which would later be proceeded by his sea kayaking. 
In his book ‘The Adventure Alternative’ he says ‘’To adventure in the natural environment is consciously to take up a challenge that will demand the best of our capabilities – physically, mentally and emotionally.
In his career he led a Manchester Grammar School expedition of 30 boys to Arctic Norway, he then spent 6 years in Wales running an outdoor centre (Woodlands Outdoor Centre) for the city of Oxford to serve 15 secondary schools’ fortnight long outdoor trips. The activity centre was internationally recognised as leading adventure centre for 14-year olds. This work running school groups inspired him to create The National Association for Outdoor Education. From 1972-1992 he was also the Director, Adventure Education at Charlotte Mason College Lancaster University in the Lake District.
Talking about what he learnt from his work at the centre he said; ‘’The natural challenges demanded they gave their best. This was mentally, physically and, not least, emotionally. Key virtues were required e.g. determination, team work, vitality, empathy. Most important of all, they needed to control their fears through self-discipline. By doing this they developed the self-confidence and self-respect so important in life. I became convinced of the likelihood that all young people need to be challenged in wild Nature - because Nature is imprinted within them and because they thrive on such experiences. This, in turn, should lead to “natural” examinations - self-reliant expeditions and sharp end adventure.’’ Colin’s radical idea (SO Adventure)
Through his life Colin has started multiple organisations, these include; The National Association for Outdoor Education (1969), Adventure and Environmental Awareness Group (1972), and Community projects in the Lake District (1975-1992). The National Association for Outdoor Education later got developed and mixed with other similar associations such as ‘The Association for Outdoor Learning (1988) to create the Institute for Outdoor Learning which is still a present organisation today.
Colin also founded the Spirit of Adventure Foundation; the foundation has a vision ‘’To influence modern societies to become a global civilisation based on love and unity with nature.’’ The foundation promotes understanding of the importance of adventure experiences in the natural world for people of all ages and backgrounds
In the 1960’s he was one of Britain’s best rock climbers, later on he moved more of his focus over to white water kayaking and surfing which would later be proceeded by sea kayaking. 
Colin has a belief that we should have a unity with nature; he has previously said ‘’in the moments of the experience, your feelings of separateness are suspended. You have a unity with the experience.’’ Colin’s radical idea (SO Adventure)
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