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INTRODUCTION:

Stop & Search is a contentious topic, and has received a lot of media attention, particularly in recent years with regards to claims that police forces are biased against ethnic minorities in their application of stop and search procedures (BBC, 2022). However, stop & search is seen as a vital method in the detection and prevention of crime. This is the case in particular for knife crime, whereby UK Home Secretary, Priti Patel stating:
 ‘’Since 2019, the police have removed over 50,000 knives and offensive weapons from our streets and in the 2 years to March 2021, over 150,000 arrests were made following stop and search, preventing thousands of possible fatal injuries.’’ (Patel, 2022)
I have chosen to investigate this topic as I want to see if this controversial method used by police has a positive effect, despite the seemingly unpopularity of the use of stop and search by the general public, in the fight against knife related crime in the UK, and in particular, the South Wales area.

This dissertation will look at the impact Stop & Search procedures has on the levels of knife crime in the South Wales area. Stop &Search is a significant method in the detection and elimination of knife crime, and forms part of publicly promoted operations such as ‘’Op Sceptre’’, a national police campaign used to tackle knife crime which is coordinated across all 43 of the UK’s police forces (NPCC, 2023) .  It will discuss the controversy and negative attitudes of the public and media in relation to Stop & Search, and why there is contention for the method. It will also discuss whether this method of policing contributes to helping to decrease knife crime.


Background info:

Justification for research:


 

This subject was chosen by the researcher as it is something they have had first hand experience of whilst working in the Cardiff area of South Wales in the police force. It is an important subject and one which they believe is important in identifying the best methods for reducing this type of crime, and whether current methods, as with Stop & Search, have any real impact, and should we therefore look to alternatives to this method of detection. 

Furthermore, knife crime has definite links to other types of crime, which include drug dealing, county lines, modern slavery, anti-social behaviour, car crime, violent crime etc (REF) which all have a significant on the time and resources of police forces across the UK, and it needs to be discussed whether current methods are the most efficient in knife crime prevention and detection. 

Research suggests that knife crime is on the increase, particularly in intercity areas, with statistics showing a marked increase in police reports of crime involving a sharp implement, and the home office claiming that:
‘’(I)n the year ending March 2022, there were around 45,000 (selected) offences involving a knife or sharp instrument in England and Wales…This was 9% higher than in 2020/21 and 34% higher than in 2010/11. 

What is knife crime?
Knife crime is defined as any criminal offence involving a knife or pointed article (Crimestoppers, 2023), and goes on to state that ‘’self-defence or self-protection are not valid reasons for carrying a knife or offensive weapon’’. 
Statistics show that knife crime is on the increase, with figures showing that the total number of offences involving knives and offensive weapons increased by 69% between 2013/14 and 2017/18 (Youthendowmentfund, 2023). The same article also discusses other ways to deter knife crime, including A&E navigator programmes, knife amnesties/surrender schemes, knife education programmes and media campaigns. 
What is Stop & Search? 
Police have powers under the Police and Criminals Evidence Act 1981, and the Misuse of Drugs Act … to stop and search anyone they believes they have ‘’reasonable grounds’’ to believe they may be carrying illegal weapons, items that may be used to facilitate a crime, or illegal substances. The use of Stop and Search is strictly monitored, with police officers having to follow a specific procedure when carrying out each search. This all has to be documented and recorded, including the grounds for the search. Reasonable grounds include, for example, a member of public calling police to states they have seen someone with a knife, or that someone meets the description for someone they are looking for.





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

OBJECTIVES:
-	To explore the increase in knife crime 
-	To look at the links between knife crime and other crimes 
-	To look at how effective Stop and Search methods are in the amount of knives and pointed articles seized under these conditions
-	To investigate whether Stop and search methods used by police, help to reduce knife crime 
-	To look into the public opinion surrounding Stop and Search methods






	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Currently there is a lot of statistics relating to stop and search and its relation to knife crime. The House of Commons published a Research briefing in 2022, ‘’Police Powers of Stop and search’’ (House of Commons, 2022) which provides interesting background information into the advent of stop and search. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will be using a quantitative approach to my research methods, using mainly statistics and figures to establish whether knife crime is positively affected by police stop and search methods. 





	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be interested in seeking perspectives from experts working within Law and Order, and also looking at various case studies whereby removing stop and search resulting in seizure of articles has then gone on to have a positive outcome on their lives. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:


	TIME SCALE:

I will compare and contract data in relation to stop and searches, the reasons why stop and search has been made, how often bladed articles have been found using this method of stop and search , and local figures of knife crime prior and after local operations focused on stop and search methods to deter knife crime. 
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