[image: Hertfordshire's youth offending team has had their funding slashed ...]When a child is prosecuted, they are sent to one of three establishments to serve their sentence. They are:
Young offenders’ institution. These are primarily used to house children from the age of 15 to young adults.
Secure training centres. These are run by private companies and therefore do not follow government regulations and concern for the welfare has been raised in a report by the Calile inquiry.
Local authority secure children home. These are used mostly for younger children or who are more vulnerable.
Concerns have been raised about all of the ways that children convicted of a criminal offence are housed and looked after. Mostly due to their age and needs. (Justice. Org, 2020)

CHILDREN IN CUSTODY 
The youth justice system in England and wales is set up to right the wrongs that have been committed by the young people of today and throughout the past.
The age of youth justice ranges from 12 years old to 18, at 18 a child is considered an adult in the eyes of the law.
A major problem with the system is the low age of criminal responsibility (10 years old) and some of the laws and procedures that are in place do not accurately reflect the offenders age or maturity (Justice.org,2020)
DOES THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM WORK?
Figure 1
THE AG EOF CRIMINAL RESPONCIBILITY IN ENGLAND AND WALES IS 10 YEARS OLD COMPARED TO GERMANY WHERE IT IS 14 AND HIGHER IN ITALY AT 15 YEARS OLD. (YOT, 2019)
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[image: Royal visit marks 15 year anniversary of youth offending service ...]CURRENTLY THERE ARE TO MANY CHILREN BEING SENTENCED TO CUSTORY WITH A STEADY RISE OF 60% BETWEEN THE EARY 1990S AND THE MID 2000’S. THOUGH IT REMAINS A LAST RESORT THEY STILL USE IT QUITE OFTEN.  A QUOTE BY PROFESSOR ROD MORGAN STATES THAT ‘’THE YOUTH JUSTICE SYSTEM IF IN CRISIS’’, PROVING THAT MORE NEEDS TO BE FIXED. (YO T. 2019)
Figure 3

There are also concerns about the use of practices such as strip-searching, segregation and restraint/’pain compliance’ techniques against children in custody (justice.org, 2020). Since 1990 just over 25 children have died while being in custody of some sort. With this some establishments only give the children an average of 8 hours of education a week which is no where near enough to help rehabilitate the children and help them to improv their situations. The children custodial system is in a similar situation as the adult facilities with the lack of funding and funding cuts. The children are seen as criminals just like adults but given their age and maturity they need more support to help them understand the consequences of their actions and how to better themselves for the future. They need to be taught right from wrong no matter what their age is and who ever it is (Justice .org, 2020).
Justice.org (2020), youth justice. Available online at: https://justice.org.uk/youth-justice/ accessed on 20-05-20.
Youth Offending Team, (2019). What are we? Available online at: https://www.gov.uk/youth-offending-team accessed on 20-05-20.
Figure 1 available at: https://www.stevenagelabour.org/. accessed on 20-05-20.
Figure 2. available at https://www.bedfordindependent.co.uk/ accessed on 20-05-20.
figure 3. available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/royal-visit-marks-15-year-anniversary-of-oxford-youth-offending-service accessed on 20-05-20.
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Summary 
This reflective report will discuss my personal view on how I performed and how I need to improve, it will also show what topics were discussed on the course and what topics I chose to explain and produce essays and presentations on with in the subject area. It also has recommendations on how I can improve and what will help me now and ready for the future.
Topics discussed
During the period of the course we have had a topic relating to the criminal justice system, more specifically, courts prisons and the youth justice system. These topics are similar in the way thy are run, more so the youth justice system and the prison service. They are related due to them both holding people and children convicted of crimes and then sentences to custody. The courts system was interesting to talk about and discuss as there is a lot of information that can be overlooked and not taken in when you look at how a court is run, and the differences in criminal courts. We look at the 2 different types of criminal courts which are the magistrates and crown courts. The magistrates court does not have a jury while a crown court does. We learnt that the magistrates court has a bench for lay people to sit and listen to the facts about the case. I found this interesting as before the topic I did not know that and still find it interesting ow they are run. Another topic we look at was prisons, and how they are coping with the current climate and the improvement since the early 90’s. we see how prisons have improved but also seen how the death rate and mental health rate has been on the increase and the I learnt of the introduction of private prisons and discussed the differences between private and state run prisons. I briefly looked at the youth justice system and how it operated in England and wales as well as eh age for criminal responsibility and how it differs to other European countries as its one of the lowest ages. I look at the different places that are used to hold children who are taken into custody and was shocked by why they need so many and by some of the living conditions that the children where in. also I was taken back when I saw how little education the children where getting as to me that should be a big step for them to take in rebuilding their futures and helping them to support themselves now and for the future. There are many areas in my opinion that could be changed but that is for the future. These are the biggest topics we have discussed and the topics I have used in the assignments over the term period. There have been other smaller sub topics but due to me not doing an essay on them i have not looked in to them in much detail, even though they held some relevance to the topic they would have taken up to much time to look in to. I enjoyed all of the topics I researched and found out thing I did not know previously.

Difficult areas
During the course there have been certain topics I have struggled with, not so much the topic but the assignments that have been given to me and the lack of structure on an assignment brief. Some of the assignment brief have been too brief and a lot of other students struggled to find out what was wanted to fit the criteria and be able to produce a piece of work reflecting it. The areas I did struggle with was the youth justice system as there have not been as many reports or academic articles published in comparison to the prison service. As the youth justice is smaller than the criminal justice system there are not as many failings being reported for me to pick up on and be able to discuss. However, I did find some and discussed them in my previous work.
When classes were taking place I struggled to retain a lot of the information given to us, as the lectures were 3-4 hours came with a lot of information of a variety of topics which I, and a lot of my classmates, had already been taught over the previous 3 years of our undergrad degree. It was a struggle mentally to keep and the information in and process it, then to research the topic and put that into an essay was hard.
With ongoing issues out side of the class I found it hard with the bombardment of information, not to say it wasn’t enjoyable but it was a lot of information to retain, given this I would have preferred if the lessons were split up to short more topic specific lectures, potentially over 2 days rather than one day a week. One area I struggled with was time management and being able to keep on to of my work and make sure I had enough time for research and further reading, this is something I am focused on improving, now to improve the quality of work and in the future as tasking will be restrictive on time and harder if effort is not put in. given the current outbreak of COVID-19 I have found it difficult to juggle my work as well as training and work it has been hard to make sure I have enough time for all but I have managed to do it and get everything done on time and handed in on time.

Knowledge improvement 
The way I can improve my knowledge is through further reading into topics and making sure I have the right sources and using more sources that done rely on the internet, like books and academic journals. In the past I have relied on the internet for the majority of my sources, I’m not saying they were all websites as some were online journals and articles and books, given this thought it would be more beneficial if I used hard copies of the books and journals. My notes could have been better as well which would have helped my knowledge on topics improve, I should have made sure that I kept up to date with all the relevant topics and made sure I took enough notes on the topic and that they were readable as some notes in the past have been taken so quick that I was not able to read them after. 
Growth over course
I have seen myself grow over the period of the course as I have seen my work improve along side my attitude towards certain topics. I have enjoyed learning about the way different public services are run and how much pressure they are under to perform well effectively with the current climate, before the COVID-19 virus outbreak. My knowledge and way of weighting has improved compared to previous years in university and I have seen an improvement in the language I am using during my essays and presentations. I have enjoyed my time at the university, and it has opened my eyes to a plethora of services and it has been nice to learn about them and how the operate and also how they work together, I have learnt  a lot of new information of services I did not know much about before starting this top and university as a whole. I have seen myself become a more responsible person over the last 4 years and with in the last 6 months by becoming a police constable and working towards my future career.
Recommendations for improvement 
The recommendations I would set out for myself first and foremost would be time management as that is a skill needed not just for university but for everyday life.
Another would be researching more than just my given topic to improve my reading round the subject as a whole which then should give me a better foundation when it comes to choosing a specific point within that topic. This will help with my understanding and explanation as well as analysing then subject.
I would say that I need to take as many notes as possible to gain a better understanding of the topic prior to research and be able to explain my points better, again coming in to the research aspect of work and how I need to improve.
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 Intro:
The article was written by Mairead C. Dolan and Charlotte E. Rennie
This article compares how effective the structured assessment of Violence risk in youth in predicting reoffending rates of young people within the UK criminal justice system. (comparing it to the PCL:YV, the psychopathy check list). The study used 99 adolescent males from different backgrounds and ethnicities. All of the males in the study were assessed in custody after their arrest and then followed up 12 months after their release. Previous research has suggested a strong link between psychopathy, violence and anti-social behaviour. By using the PCL:YV (measures psychopathy) they also found a strong link between this and reoffending behaviour RECIDIVISM. Important to consider labelling theory and the impact of stigmatisation in calling people ‘psychopaths’ and ‘anti-social’ (Becker) when they may not fit this description (Walsh, 2014). Structured Assessment of Violence Risk in Youth – considers including adverse family, community, and peer group factors, as well as personal dispositional factors, such as early onset of antisocial behaviour when looking at youth violence.
·  A tool designed to assist clinicians in evaluating risk for violence in an adolescent population.
· There is data to link SAVRY and anti-social behaviour.
They concluded that the strongest predictor of reoffending was offense history, other strong predictors included family problems, ineffective use of leisure time, delinquent peers, and conduct problems but the research on the reliability and validity of the SAVRY has been limited, because of its relatively recent development, as well as professional opinions not having a numerical value to compare against. Combining SAVRY and PCL:YV makes a much more accurate prediction in institutional aggressive behaviour .SAVRY Risk Rating, 12 (12.1%) were rated as low risk, 39 (39.4%) as moderate risk, and 48 (48.5%) as high risk. There were significant correlations between SAVRY scores and PCL: YV scores, with total scores correlated (r .71).
· There were varying degrees of risk given to different groups of youths depending on their personal situation. There was a strong correlation between SAVRY and PCL:YV.
The SAVRY Historical Risk Factor, Risk Total, and Risk Rating correlated with violent recidivism, and all SAVRY scores correlated with general recidivism. The SAVRY Protective Factor showed the expected negative correlations with recidivism but was only significantly negatively correlated with general recidivism but including an exclusively conduct disordered sample means that this group may not be truly representative of the majority of adolescent offenders in the criminal justice system. The article does well to open up a discussion on the way that the criminal justice system labels the young offenders and how they are treated. The article is also good at showing how many adolescents go on to reoffend during their 12 months release from custody. It also shows that many youths in the youth justice system have mental health needs as well as social needs that may impact the risk of them violently reoffending in the future which would then lead to an unfair outcome and labelling the majority of youths with in the system with a tag that they will go on to reoffend in the future when they may not. Therefore, because SARY considers a range of different risk factors that look in to mental and social needs it is less likely to be affected by these sorts of problems and in turn having a fair outcome with findings. The problem with the sample is that it had limited ethnic diversity, which therefore limits the generalizability of the study and not showing an accurate representation of the population (Rennie, Charlotte, 2008).
· findings suggest that the SAVRY has similar correlates across settings and countries pointing to its potential international viability as a risk assessment tool
· many previous studies have demonstrated that professional final risk ratings are superior to actuarial scores
· Our results suggest that for violent and general recidivism, the SAVRY was a modest, but better, predictor of recidivism than the PCL: YV. SAVRY Risk Rating is able to differentiate those who were more likely to reoffend and more likely to do so more quickly.
· These findings contrast with those reported by Rieger, Stadtland, Freisleder, and Nedopil
· Across the results there is support for some previous research and contrast for other research.
· PCL: YV was primarily designed as a measure of psychopathic traits, rather than as a risk assessment tool, although it has been shown to be associated with violent behaviour in several studies
· Probably better to use tests such as SAVRY as they cover a range of risk factors, not just psychopathy.
· This measure, however, also provides details on the key risk factors in the historical, individual, and social domains that are known to be associated with future violence risk and that clinicians should consider in their case formulations.
· SAVRY offers protective factors
· it is a relatively small-scale study in
· reliance on official statistics may have underestimated the true base rate of actual reoffending
· some of the SAVRY items are dynamic so assessments might vary as time passes (Rennie, Charlotte, 2008).
The over all article is fair and balanced in its views but the way the experiments were carried out do not accurately represent the population, given that they didn’t have a choice over who they had to do the tests on was limited, the test was successful and worked well. When both tests are combined, they come out with a more accurate risk factor to whether one of the adolescents is going to reoffend or if it was going to be a violent reoffence. But the scale of the test was smaller and to get a better representation of the population they test would need to be upscaled. They tried to split the sample by ethnicity but they didn’t not have enough non-white participants which meant they were not able to have 2 test groups. They did not use females in the sample either which again would not have come out with a very good representation n of the populous.
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