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Brewer, D.J. and Teeter, E. (2007) Egypt and the Egyptians. 2nd edn. New York: Cambridge University Press.
In this book, the authors explore the different aspects of life in Ancient Egypt. The book contains a lot of information on the various parts of life in Ancient Egypt. Some of these concepts include Religion and religious practices, Society and its expectations, Language and writing and the Government and the governed. But for my research topic, the chapter called the quest for eternity is the most relevant and has the information required for the topic. The concepts in this chapter of the book that the authors talk about are: Royal tombs, Non-royal tombs, the process of mummification and the journey to the afterlife. This chapter contains a lot more information on the subject of tombs, rather than the other concepts mentioned. It goes into detail describing how the different types of tombs were built and gives examples of some of the various elaborately constructed tombs of the Pharaohs. The authors’ writing style is easy to understand, and they impart a lot of information on burial customs and beliefs. The information in this chapter is supported by references to other works by people in this field. The main limitation of this book is that it has only one chapter filled with information that is relevant to my research topic. If it was a book that was completely focused on Ancient Egyptian funerary practices and beliefs, the information would have probably been more in depth and detailed. However, the book and the information that it provides is still useful to my research topic.
Ikram, S. (2007) ‘Afterlife beliefs and burial customs’, in Wilkinson, T. (ed.) The Egyptian World. Oxon: Routledge.
In this chapter of this edited book, the author Ikram describes the funerary beliefs in Ancient Egypt. The chapter covers the many different beliefs and customs the Ancient Egyptians had on the dead. The concepts that the author discusses about are as such: the myth of Osiris, mummification, aspects of the individual, the funeral, the importance of the tomb, interaction between the living and the dead, the road to resurrection and curses. The placement of the two topics the myth of Osiris and curses by the author is clever and has meaning. The position of the concept the myth of Osiris at the beginning of the chapter is significant because the strong belief in the myths about Osiris started the more elaborate funerary customs and beliefs. Furthermore, the position of the concept curses at the end of the chapter is also significant because the Ancient Egyptians tended to leave inscriptions of curses on tombs to ward off trespassers and potential thieves, who may desecrate the tomb. The significance of this is that the placing of curses was one of the last stages of the funeral customs. The author Ikram writes in a manner that makes the information they are conveying easy to understand. Therefore, the wide range of information provided in this chapter is very useful for my research topic.
Mark, J.J. (2013) Ancient Egyptian Burial. Available at: https://www.ancient.eu/Egyptian_Burial/ (Accessed: 10 April 2020).
On this website, the article’s author covers many different aspects of Ancient Egyptian burials. The concepts that the website goes over are: Mourning and the soul, Types of Mummification and Funerals and Graves. Each concept is fairly detailed. For instance, the author names and defines each part of the soul. Khat was the body, Ren was the secret name of the person, Ba was the human-bird aspect, Ab was the heart, Ka was the double form, Akh was the transformed immortal self, Shuyet was the shadow and Sahu and Sechem were aspects of Akh. It also includes information on the journey to the afterlife and the afterlife itself. For Ancient Egyptians the afterlife was called the Field of Reeds and it was a perfect version of the dead person’s life. This website author’s information is supported by references to other books in this field. The author writes in a simple but detailed manner. In conclusion, this website article’s information is useful to my research project. In particular, this helps me in the area of the Ancient Egyptians mourning of the dead, as I have not seen as much information on this in the other sources.
Murray, M.A. (1956) ‘Burial Customs and Beliefs in the Hereafter in Predynastic Egypt’, The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology, 42, pp. 86-96. DOI: 10.2307/3855127
[bookmark: _GoBack]This article’s author Murray examines the different aspects of burials in Ancient Egypt, specifically in the Predynastic Period. The journal article mainly goes into discussing the different sub periods in Predynastic Egypt and their different ways of burying the dead. The author Murray goes into great detail listing the characteristics of these burials of the different sub periods. There are four sub periods that the author mentions: Badarian, Amratean, Gerzean and Semainean. For each Murray has three categories: Graves, Burials and Cemeteries. In the Graves category the author describes the construction of the graves, differences in the graves of men and women and whether grave had been placed inside or arranged inside in a certain pattern. Moreover, the Burial category has the most detailed information out of all the categories. Details that are included in the Burial category are as such: the position of the body, whether the burial is a multiple or a single burial, what the body is wrapped in, whether the body is that of a child or an adult, whether the body is male or female and whether the body has been dismembered or not. The author Murray also includes diagrams of the various types of burials in the sub periods and images of some of the different grave goods in the burials. The author uses a concise writing style that is easy to comprehend. The main limitation of this article is that this article is only focused on the period of Predynastic Egypt, whereas the Bronze Age in Ancient Egypt lasted from around 3300 BCE to 1200 BCE. Also, another limitation is that because this article is dated at 1956, the names of the sub periods in Predynastic Egypt are outdated. The names for the sub periods now are Badarian, Nagada I, Nagada II and Nagada III. However, despite only containing information on burials in Predynastic Egypt, the article is still useful for my research topic, as the information it has on burial practices is very detailed.






