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1. Introduction  
This proposal aims to analyse the health impacts of underage drinking, discover the measures law licensing authorities have in place to tackle the illegal consumption of alcohol as well as, binge drinking. To illustrate, alcohol remains a major illness and cause of death in Wales with around 1,500 deaths attributable to alcohol each year (Gartner et al., 2014). To maximise the examination of this issue, I will undertake eighty hours of work at the Swansea’s Help Point as a Student Police Volunteer, to discover the procedures they have in place to deal with patients under the influence of alcohol, especially persons aged under 18. As well as, the type of operations South Wales Police and Student Police Volunteers carry out to diminish the rate of underage drinking in the Swansea area. This will enable a wider analysis of the inflation of this issue in the 21st century.
2. Background
South Wales Police is the largest police force out of the four services in Wales, covering around 812 square miles (10%) of the geographical area from Swansea to Merthyr Tydfil to the capital city, Cardiff. The force has over 2,200 police staff and around 3,000 police officers, including Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) and a team of volunteers that includes over 100 Special Constables and 150 Police Youth Volunteers (South Wales Police, 2020a). 
As part of the Violent Crime Project, researched carried out to analyse the night time economy in Swansea identified the rising reports of assaults to the police, extra pressure that was being put on the Ambulance Service and upon the local Emergency Department. As part of this project, the Home Office’s Police Innovation Fund approved a bid from the Commissioner’s Crime Reduction Plan, to develop a more consistent Help Point in Swansea. (South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner, 2015). Since the 20th September 2014, the Help Point has been the feature of the Strand car park at the rear end of Wind Street where the majority of bars and clubs are situated within the Swansea City Centre (Griffiths, 2017). The Help Point is run by a variety of multi-agency partners who work together to conduct effective work: UWTSD Student Volunteers for pastoral care, St John paramedic, advanced first aider and nurse practitioner for medical interventions, and South Wales Police Officers for security (South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner, 2020).
Since September 2019, I have been a Student Police Volunteer at the Help Point in Swansea where I have undertook various roles of leadership, teamwork, problem solving, and communication in events of medical help, training and operations. As a student at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, I had the fulfilling opportunity in year 2 of my BSc Policing course to apply as a Student Police Volunteer, upon application I was successful and happy to help the pressures of the Police Force, Ambulance Service and the citizens of my community on Wednesday and Saturday nights in Swansea. Within 2020, the Help Point has faced many challenges due to the coronavirus pandemic and the UK Government guidelines, we have been closed due to the ‘national’ and ‘firebreak’ lockdowns. As well as, changing procedures, protocols and the layout of the department to adhere to the UK guidelines to ensure the safety of the community and the staff to prevent the transmission of COVID-19.
3. Aims & Objectives
On a positive note, in 2020, I have been working my way up as a volunteer to a supervisor to lead and be in charge of a team from using the night net radio, so other agencies can call upon us when our medical help is needed. Pursing to work through the pandemic, I will be working alongside the Swansea’s Help Point to discover their protocols and procedures they have in place to tackle underage drinking when giving medical assistance. But also, the operations Student Police Volunteers alongside South Wales Police are involved in, to deter binge and underage drinking within Swansea. To gather an insight of this issue, I will work a minimum of eighty hours alongside a variety of multi agencies who deal with this issue as well as, the community to generate a personal experience on Wednesdays and Saturdays where binge and underage drinking mostly occurs. To support all evidence carried out in each shift, diary write ups will be included to illustrate the work I have carried out as well as taking into consideration confidentiality. From undergoing this project, I want to promote awareness of the effects of underage drinking and the ongoing use that can lead to binge drinking in minors, discover from the community if more can be done by South Wales Police, the ambulance service, the law authorities, Help Point and the nightlife economy. As well as this, I want to improve my life long key skills and experiences in leading a team, working with the community and a variety of services, the ability to communicate through a radio and the community, listening, problem solving and team working. As a result, this experience in this profession will help me in my career progression with a desire to become a Traffic Police Officer in terms of working in a team, taking control, problem solving, communicating through a radio with colleagues, leadership and decision making. In conclusion, to achieve all the aspects set out in this project I have set out a timeframe of deadlines throughout the year to May 2021.
4. Timeframe of Events
· 1st November 2020 – Placement proposal to be outlined.
· 10th November 2020 – Placement work to be started along with the diary write ups of each session.
· 15th November 2020 – Contact Nicky Billingham to gather statistical information about Help Point.
· 18th November 2020 – Meeting with Nicky Billingham about the information.
· 23rd November 2020 – Placement proposal to be finished. 
· 1st December 2020 – Primary and secondary research to take place.
· 1st January 2021 – One set of questionnaires to be distributed to Student Police Volunteers, St John’s Ambulance and Wales Ambulance Service NHS Trust Volunteers, Special Constables, Police Officers, and Door Supervisors.
· 1st January 2021 – Interviews to take place.
· 5th January 2021 – Second set of questionnaires to be distributed to the community.
· 1st February 2021 – Eighty hours of work to be completed.
· 1st February 2021 – Investigation to be completed.
· 7th May 2021 – Promotion and awareness video to be completed.
· 7th May 2021 – Reflection of the investigation to be finalised.
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