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                                                    Abstract
I have based my chosen topic of research on a very real life situation that many young individuals are living on a day to day basis, I have an interest in the justice system and why young offenders and juvenilles are repeatably offending, has the justice system just fed up with all young offenders and just see them as a menace to society that cannot be reached, it is a very sensitive issue as the justice system has to be seen to be doing something to control the youth of today, that in some cases are clearly out of control and need to be brought to account on the effect that their behaviour is having  on society, I just think that in some cases maybe the justice system makes an example of some cases that they feel in the past they have made an error of judgment on with past cases and I think that is unfair, I feel that the fact that some young people have a criminal record at such an early age even before they are legally allowed to take part to vote in the elections is a sad reflection on the world we live in, I feel that something has to be done drastically as these young people are our future generation of adults and if things carry on the way they are I feel that the future will be bleak, I am not saying that we should encourage lawlessness without fear of being made accountable for your actions, it is not just the times we live in today that it has just started happening but slowly escalated to a point of hearing about young people being killed by another young person is not uncommon now and not as shocking as it should be.





                                       INTRODUCTION
This report I have done is based on young offenders and why is the system not working , I have plenty of my own views on the matter maybe they are right maybe they are wrong but everyone is allowed their own views on a cause that is affecting the society we live in, I myself am interested in working in the rehabilitation of young offenders so I try to see things from a non-bias account, as that is going to be important in my career and I would like to put this terminology into practice as I think young people are not living in the best of social climates to start with, that is not an excuse but it could very well be a factor in why this young generation is not doing so well, I have been lucky enough to find a primary source who at an early age was in the justice system when personally I do not think that they should have been, you do not have to be an expert to be able to see when an injustice has been done , we only have to look at the case of young Stephen Lawrence to be reminded that the juditional system can get it wrong , it happens all the time we just do not get to hear about it as the juditional system would not want a public out cry.

                                               FINDINGS
Environmental factors can also play a role in a young person’s descent into a world of criminal activities, some young people are brought up in an environment where the parents are actively into criminal activities, and as every child’s role model is a parent the young person will see this kind of criminal lifestyle as normal and not know any different as it is part of their life and they do not know better, going to visit a parent in jail would be seen as normal as going on a day out for some which is sad but true for many, I understand why some parents who have sons and the sons father is in jail do not want to bring the child to a jail, it is because they do not want to normalise the situation as boys always look up to males even aspiring to be like them when they grow up, but it can also have the opposite effect of not wanting to end up like their father in jail without their liberty,  



I also read a while back that a university student was sparred jail as it would tarnish her future career as a surgeon, now I am trying to understand it from a non-bias view but I can not help thinking if it was another person that did the same crime but was of an ethnic minority was not a university student and did not come from a stable background as the girl in question, would they have been given the same leniency that she was shown, it sometime seems that the juditional system gives up on people and just deals with them accordingly to stereotype.
I am not saying all young offenders that comit crimes are innocent  as there is a lot in the press, media and news that highlight the problems, but there must be some cases out there that could have been stopped before it turned into a murder, social media is now playing a big role with instigating trouble with gangs that basically goad each other verbally and obviously young men in gangs see this as a disrespect and have to be seen to doing something or the other gang members will see them as soft, how many times in recent years have we seen that someone has lost their life over some comment that was taken all out of context and resulted in another young life being lost, I think social media should be held accountable for allowing a death following provocation on their social media platform.

                                        PRIMARY SOURCE INFORMATION
I have been lucky to find a primary source to add to my research that gives an insight into the justice system, from being a normal young girl with no real knowledge of the justice system then ended up being part of that system for a while, and it all started with a visit to a top security jail in London that resulted in what Joanne says is an injustice that happened in a decision made by a police officer that was intent on not letting someone get one over the justice system.





                                       Joanne Mc kenzie story
I was an ordinary 17 year old normal girl, I had a job in a clothes shop and I also had a boyfriend that at 20 was 3 years older than me, one day whilst at work one of my boyfriend friends came to see me to let me know that my boyfriend had been in a fight and got arrested, later that evening I found out that my boyfriend had been sent to jail I was very upset about this, a week later I received a letter from him and enclosed with the letter was a V.O which is a visiting order that you need to see prisoners, you did not need to pre- book you could just go there as he was on remand and not convicted of anything yet. On the morning of the visit his friend came to me and gave me marijuana to bring into the jail for him, at first I said no way but soon relented, getting past the body search and security was tense as I knew I was breaking the law at this stage, I got through but thought never again not for anyone, so I am now on the visit with my boyfriend and he tells me to put the marijuana into a bag of crisps that I just opened, I did so and he took a crisp and package and put it in his mouth, the next minute he was struggling to breath and was chocking, at this time all the prison officers had surrounded us and told me to not move and were trying to help boyfriend, I was arrested and taken to a police station and bailed eventually to come back at a later date, that date being a few days after my 18th birthday! The realisation kicked in that I was to be charged as an adult I was terrified, I could have been bailed back earlier but I think they thought of the audacity of bringing marijuana into one of their establishments I had to pay for that, I had to go to court as an adult and was fined 150 pounds and 50 pounds cost to the court, it was not the fine that was the problem, it was the criminal record of intent to supply a controlled item namely 15 pounds in cash worth of marijuana, not a big amount but enough to tarnish my record, it does not look good on paper, I was young it was a wrong decision but I feel they could have dealt with it as a juvenile case cause i was a juvenile when it happened, I must admit I went a little of the rails for a few years after, it was like I was tarnished from the experience, but I must quote I am a totally different person now I am married with a family and own my own business which is successful, but   I am still unsure if I will be able to go to America or certain countries due to my criminal record. 


                              Ministry of justice statistics
One third of UK’s young offenders return to crime, ministry of justice statistic show, more than 47,000 criminals aged between 16 and 21 comitted new crime in 2011-12 within 12 months of being cautioned, convicted or released from prison, critics on Thursday night said punishments must be tougher for original offences to deter people from returning to crime.
Separate figures show that 100 criminals supposedly on electronic tags who should have been recalled to prison are still on the run, including some who have been at large for 14 years. The offenders almost certainly ripped off their monitoring tags and disappeared after either committing new crimes or breaching their conditions.
Of those, 47,349-or 32 per cent- committed another crime within 12 months.
Dee Edwards, of the crime victims charity R and K Foundation, said “if we are tough on people when they first offend and give them a deterrent sentance at the outset they will not want to go back to crime. 
“it is important to tackle offending at an early stage to stop young people becoming repeat offenders at the first opportunity”. 
Separate figures show prisoners who are released early from jail and breach their conditions are remaining at large, they were all on home detention curfew at the time, meaning they had been released from jail even earlier than most prisoners but still abused their opportunity. The figures are a further blow for electronic tagging scheme which was mired in controversy earlier this year amid allegations that the two companies running it had overcharged the tax payer by tens of million pounds. The scale of missing offenders was described as deeply disturbing and an appalling failure of the criminal justice system. Ministers are looking at introducing satellite tagging, which can monitor an offender wherever they are, using GPS tracking. A conservative MP has said how disturbing it is that offenders have been allowed to disappear from the system and it now falls upon the government to reform the system to prevent this, public protection is a priority and the authorities will tirelessly pursue  such cases to ensure these offenders are brought to justice. 


                                 ANALYTICAL VIEW
I think that the justice system is somewhat out of date in these troubled times, whatever legislations they have in place are clearly not working as the figures and statistic speak for themselves, sending young people is not a deterent as they keep on going back there, I think there are different levels on criminality and that not every case is a clear cut as it seems , there will be mitigating circumstances and there will be a background story of the person offending, it costs the taxpayers thousands of pounds if not more to keep young offenders in jail, surely that is a waste of money if they keep on re-offending ,also it has to be taken into account that young people’s minds are not fully concious of their actions, I am not saying they do not know right from wrong but their brains do not fully comprehend the consequences of their actions and they will not fully understand the full implications and consequences of their actions until they are adults, 
                    
                                        Conclusion
On my research into this very tough social problem I began to realise that for a better solution to the problem of our society, something very drastic but yet fair in a sense will have to evolve out of the system, but that is easier said than done and where would you start that is a good question, I included a primary source from a person that felt the justice service had used their power to be made an example of when they could have been possibly dealt with another way, this is the thing I know we need law an order but I think sometimes the powers that be need to take into consideration that penalising young people because they may move onto bigger crimes in the future, there are many success stories of people that misbehaved in  their youth but as adults can say to you I was young and I feel like it was another person who lived that life , the justice system needs a reform as soon as possible that is firm and fair at the same time, and bringing the real criminals to justice instead of blaming everything on the youth of today. 
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