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AIM(S)

· To enable students to undertake a sustained research project in relating to their award and to present their findings.

· To provide the students with an appropriate range of research methodologies for their selected topic to extend and develop critical, analytical and evaluative skills in relation to their award.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Undertake and successfully complete a variety of research tasks related to a sustained enquiry into a field appropriate to the student's award;

2. Present a coherent account of the research undertaken and the results achieved using the academic conventions associated with a project of this nature.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Research skills appropriate to individual projects, the introduction of exemplars of successful projects, evaluation of presentation formats and procedures.

·   This module is student centred, based upon the development of research skills.   The subject of the research may be based upon areas of study identified by the Research Study coordinator or be developed from a particular interest of the student.   The scope and detail will be agreed between the student and an initial supervisor. Towards the end of year two of the programme students are provided with details that outline their responsibilities leading up to the final year. Importantly students will be required to carry out preliminary research during the summer months preceding their final year. Their proposed theme for their research will be presented to the Research Study coordinator before the end of year two (full time) and their supervisor. Part time students will manage this stage in collaboration with the programme director.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The module will be taught by means of lectures and tutorials. The tutorials will allow the students, by means of learning exercises, to research certain sections of the indicative content within the library environment.

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:


	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	7.5%

	Independent learning
	370
	92.5%

	Placement learning
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	400
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 100% 
(10,000 words)

Coursework

Exemplar
Students will undertake a dissertation to include a research task appropriate to the award:

The dissertation must be structured in accordance with academic requirements and must be logical and coherent and include the following:
· Analysis within the research results must offer appropriate evaluation and criticism.
· Develop proficiency in literature searching and other media and doing so unsupervised.
· Apply rigour in selecting appropriate material for use in supporting the research.
· Formulate correctly the use of references in both the text and reference section of the dissertation.
· Critique the literature and set it within the context of the dissertation field of study.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	0%

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	0%

	TOTAL
	100%









· Assessment  will be carried out by the dissertation supervisor, and an independent internal examiner 
· The aggregate will be the final project mark after a meeting between the 2 examiners. 
· A third marker will be included in the case of a disagreement.
· In order to pass this module a minimum of 40% must be obtained.
· Assessment will be based upon the student’s aptitude for research and performance throughout the research programme.   
· Primary data collection is normally a prerequisite of a successful dissertation.  

The weighted module performance criteria:	

	Assessment
	Module

	Interim submission (viva voce)
	10%

	Final Submission 
	90%

	Total
	100%
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