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Evidence Based Policing & Applications




In this essay the evidence-based policing will include the definition of evidence-based policing and it will outline the main principles of policing practices. Also, it will emphasize the different approaches between evidence-based policing and traditional policing of approaches, data and research, partnership, 
The definition of evidence-based policing is a “Evidence-based policing is the use of the best available research on the outcomes of police work to implement guidelines and evaluate agencies, units, and officers. Put more simply, evidence-based policing uses research to guide practice and evaluate practitioners. It uses the best evidence to shape the best practice” (Sherman, 1998, p.3 and p.4). 
The evidence is to a facts, information that give reasons for believing that something is true or present (Cambridge Dictionary, no date).  
However, there are two types of evidence research, the primary which is new and original data in a specific area that is unexplored topic. Secondary research involves analyzing existing data to gain new information on the topic (Hargreaves and Radford, no date). 
Furthermore, the (Sherman’s 1998) argue that police officers’ judgments in the field should be supported and guided by scientific analyses. However, the (Lum and Koper 2017) emphasize that it is essential to apply research to make a choice but implies that applying different, more expansive definitions could produce beneficial research for the more general service to use in the workplace. As to policing in the UK or internationally, such as approaches for example the investigative process or decision making. As to show a profession in England and Wales it requires an education at degree level and be able to recognize the issues in the workplace, conduct research, put solutions into practice, assess them and spread them widely. The understanding of EBP will provide effective public services (Brown J, 2018). 
The ATLAS approach stands for Ask, Test, Learn, Adapt and Share that urge entry degree level in police. To question present practices, critically review current ideas and research, take notes of existing tactics in workplace, follow the rules and regulations, share the results achieved. This is supported by EBP to examine the evidence, potential bias, trustworthiness and credibility (Pepper I, 2020). 
Both academics and police officers are impacted by evidence-based policing. It has been defined as applying the fundamental ideas, backed by data, to strengthen policies and procedures in everyday life with the aim of producing scientific proof that shows the general truth. The evidence-based policing has mostly focused on What Works as a method of decision making (Lumsden and Goode, 2016). 

To provide support to evidence-based policing, the College of Policing established the What Works Centre for Crime Reduction as guide for public services. This centre collects and shares research evidence in an easily available manner. Applies evidence into action, through best available evidence to operational guidance using the various incidents and crimes. Also, shows approaches implemented by community safety and crime reduction organisations. Next, provides a research map with details of projects throughout the UK. Furthermore, offers useful resources for evaluating policing efforts, strategies, and tactics. It also, fosters relationships between academics and practitioners, and provides financial support, advice, and guidance to police employees (College of Policing, no date). 
The EMMIE represents effects, mechanisms, moderators, implementation, and economics. It is used in a toolkit for reducing crime that includes the most reliable evidence to determine whether to adopt or reject an intervention, which can be challenging to implement. Improving decision making in policing and reducing crime can be enhanced through learning from specific interventions and effectively delivering them. Researching and analyzing evidence can assist legislators and providers in making informed decisions by ensuring access to the most reliable data (Sidebottom and Tilley, no date).  
EBP is significant as it offers strategies for crime prevention, the chance to establish community relations, and helps in organized leadership. Furthermore, by conducting research and collecting data, agencies also enhance their ability to prevent and reduce crime by gaining knowledge and analytical skills in criminal activities. Helping law enforcement become more effective in addressing specific criminal activity, disorder, and challenges faced by the community through understanding the patterns of crime in different areas and the factors that may lead to criminal behavior (International association of chiefs of police, no date). 
To provide the best available evidence, the research needs to be properly carried out, undergo peer review and be open about the methods and how the decisions came to be. It should also be made obvious with the theoretical foundation and background of the research. As sometimes there is not much or no official investigation of evidence. By creating the best available research, it would improve the awareness of a problem by outlining its nature, scope and probable source of an issue. Also, evaluate the effectiveness of a policing intervention through new experiment in particular circumstances (The Open University, no date).  
The SARA model is used for problem-oriented policing, that is a useful technique for figuring out what the root causes of issues are, finding solutions and evaluating how well responses are working. By following the stages of the model, scanning is to be aware that there is a problem and needs to be addressed for clarity. By asking yourself questions about the problem, it should help to specify the issue. Next, analysis is to determine potential solution, but it needs to be done through research not by assuming the problem. Consider it as an investigation, by questions like why it is happening. Furthermore, at this stage, having a lot of knowledge about the situation and awareness of the dangers. The repones should be created with a solution, strategy and ability of the outcome that is right to do. To conclude, the suitable action the SMART strategy can help. Lastly, assessment is needed to review the incident with recognition of the plan that was implemented effectively or needs to be improved (South Cambridgeshire district council, no date). 
Randomised controlled trials are important for mental health. Police officers need to undergo training to recognize individuals with mental health issues when intervening in person. Understanding how to interact with individuals and being acknowledged, police officers can comprehend the situation. The reply will be efficient and able to prevent future incidents. The goal is to implement evidence-based policing methods using both practical and scientific approaches to reduce the risk to officers (Scantlebury A, 2017).   
The traditional policing approach is different to evidence-based policing approach due to traditional policing reliance on police officers as they respond from calls to calls without reviewing the cause of the crime problem and assesses officer performance through response action taking by police such as how many arrests and how quickly respond to calls (Sage publication, 2022). However, evidence-based policing values the policies, practices and decisions through what work best that can be used by everyone using the research and sources to support the EBP includes understanding, productivity and effectiveness (Protect UK, 2023).   
Evidence-based policing values and priorities the stakeholder, communities and important partners to plan the problem-solving using methods, tools, information and prioritising problems and including the community that help reduce crime, to create effective relationships (College of policing, 2023). Furthermore, the traditional policing tends to work without the support of community as police officers use one way communication meaning that they ask questions, people answer without being emotional or details as facts only matters. This had created a divide between the police and people (Sage publication, 2022).
The traditional policing data through annual report by agencies only included basis such as how many arrests were made, how long was response, did crimes increase or decrease. In reporting it had showed that the traditional policing had been ineffective as crimes kept risking each year people (Sage publication, 2022). However, the EBP are different with collecting data. Personal data are collected and kept safe and secure for example it will not be contain any personal date in statistical data, sharing information with other organizations as policing purposes only and spread awareness in emergency (college of policing, 2020). 
In conclusion the definition of evidence-based policing had been explained and principles that are essential in policing for research that helps police officer to came with approaches to incidents. The evidence-based policing had shown that it is more approachable to work collectively with community and improve with crime prevention. The explanation of the difference between traditional policing and evidence-based policing showed the advantages and disadvantages of policing. 
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