                                Archaeology, Anthropology, and the humanities 
The humanities are a collection of subjects that look at human culture, language, philosophy, history, the arts and literature. Consisting of subjects such as Archaeology, Anthropology, liberal arts creative writing and many more. They use creativity and critical thinking to discuss ideas and issues within society. Historically the humanities were seen as a way of doing with many societies putting emphasis on the skills learnt from the humanities however during the renaissance this ideology changed to the more modern idea of humanities being something to be taught rather than lived subjects.
[bookmark: _Int_fEtooExY]Archaeology is defined as the study of human history and prehistory through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artefacts and other physical remains. However, it is not just the study of ancient artifacts to try and find out about the past it is the study of artifacts to find about the people who lived then this is something that connects it with many of the other humanities subjects the use of both science and humanity to study how humans and the societies within which they live work. There are many types of Archaeologists who specialise in different areas, this allows for a large spectrum of knowledge to be used during research. For instance, there are archaeologists who specialise in only underwater archaeology and hold expertise in shipwrecks and marine excavations while industrial archaeologists focus is solely on buildings and mechanic remains from the industrial revolution. While both are types of archaeology, they are wildly different and provide different information. Just as historical Archaeologists will hold different knowledge, yet all are under the same umbrella term of archaeology. This shows that archaeology is a truly diverse subject to be a part of as not all jobs within archaeology is the stereotypical digging up old things. This is why archaeology is able to work so well with many of the other humanities subjects such as philosophy and history as the meaning and knowledge behind an artifact or find can be just as important or in some cases more important as the actual find itself. (dictionary, 2023)

[bookmark: _Int_fH8I8Efu][bookmark: _Int_PI4BJxgO]My second discipline anthropology is defined as the study of human societies and cultures and their development. Anthropology is used in both a historical context and a modern one. An historical anthropologist may research subjects such as ancient Egyptian society using various methods such as ancient scripts, things such as paintings in tombs, and hieroglyphs to be able to gain an insight into how the people of ancient Egypt lived and communicated with each other. This is important in today's society as without the information that is found out by historical anthropologists many aspects of history that we now know such as the ancient Egyptian gods and how they were worshiped would be missing. There are also modern Anthropologists who study current day people and societies this can be shown through research such as the communities that people have made online and how that has affected the current generation of people however it can also be shown with anthropological research into people of other cultures, religions or ideals with projects such as the differences in the practice of paganisms between countries where in some countries it is wildly practiced or seen as a normal and accepted belief to follow while in other countries the practise of paganism is looked down upon and seen as something similar to witchcraft. This also shows how as a subject Anthropology is able to work well with humanities subjects such as religious studies and ancient civilisations where the knowledge in each subject can be lent to others. 
(anthropology, n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English Dictionary, 2023)
Archaeology and Anthropology are subjects that exist within one another and give each other knowledge on a similar item but from different perspectives. An Archaeologist may find a golden bangle while on a dig and pass it off as just a piece of jewellery that someone must have been wearing or had dropped at some point in time but is able to identify what the bangle is made of and where it would have come from. while an Anthropologist may look at the same bangle and be able to work out who it would have belonged to, what class of society they would have belonged to. This is why both Archaeologists and Anthropologists work well together on projects as they are able to piece together a story for something using their different perspectives and expertise.

[bookmark: _Int_TQjPgh2T][bookmark: _Int_Bpe6hS3n][bookmark: _Int_kXuzv69w]Humanities subjects such as philosophy are intertwined with both archaeology and anthropology, especially within the subject of ethics. Together they bring up the question of whether archaeological and anthropological studies are ethical or not. They ask whether it is okay to pry into the past in an invasive way such as archaeology where many researchers end up digging remains up and moving them to another place away from where they were buried. Is it ethical to move someone from their place of rest to a museum where they will never rest again as they spend the rest of time being stared at by people all day every day? This question is also seen within anthropology, can the study of people be ethical if researchers are caught up within their own ideals. If a researcher who believes in complete physical modesty that people should be covered from head to toe visited a community who did not share this and saw nothing wrong with what the researcher deemed immoral clothing. Is it moral for the researcher to visit this community and begin to tell them that they believe these people to be immoral and wrong even though it is only differences between cultures? This means that for every project that researchers want to pursue they will have to weigh up the consequences that their actions may have if by taking an artifact from an archaeological dig in Greece and transporting them to England to be put on a pedestal in a museum they manage to anger a majority of the Greek population who tell the researcher that they have stolen their heritage and therefore they want it back was it worth taking it back to England so it could be shown in public or should it have been left in Greece where it may not have been shown off but is where it belongs and where it was originally found. 

[bookmark: _Int_vlFgbATf][bookmark: _Int_wBue77ad]Another humanities subject that is seen and used frequently within both archaeology and anthropology is religious studies. In many cultures everything revolves around religion while this is still true in today's day and age it was seen wildly more often in the past therefore when an archaeologist is excavating an ancient site and comes across a religious memento, they need to have a varied knowledge of religions and their histories to be able to accurately identify the memento and its context within the significance of the excavation site in which it was found. Religious studies and archaeology are especially important together without religious studies many archaeological findings would have far less meaning and would not be seen with as high of an importance as they now have. For example, the Parthenon in Greece is wildly important when studying the ancient Greek religion as it is one of the best preserved temples in Greece however if we didn't have the religious knowledge to go with it and only saw it as an ancient building it would be far less impactful on history than it has been. This is also true within Anthropology if you are studying people you need to have knowledge of the beliefs that they have and how their beliefs systems work before going to study the given society in person. This is important not only to ensure that the researcher remains respectful towards the members of society but also to make sure that they do not affect the results of the research with their own ideals due to lack of knowledge. 
Language studies is used a lot within both Archaeology and Anthropology as language is a vital component within both. Language studies are important within Archaeology as if an Archaeologist is studying an ancient Egyptian tomb that is covered in hieroglyphs the researcher will need to have an understanding of the meanings of the different glyphs and how they work together to convey a legible meaning. This ensures that the researcher is able to properly understand the context of the site. Language can help to distinguish whether something is a tomb or a regular room. Language studies are incredibly important within Anthropology as to be able to gain primary research for example researching people and societies from a place different to the researcher they will have to know or at least understand the language to be able to interact with the people that they are researching. Language studies also let the researcher gain a relationship with the people they are researching by allowing them to have organic conversations, this means that the research can be less intimidating to the community being researched which may allow the anthropologist to gain a more deep insight into the daily lives and belief systems of the people rather than only having the bare scraping of life. This also makes it easier for historical anthropologists to do secondary research when it is in the native language of the society that they are researching this allows for a more in depth understanding of the research rather than using a translation that may change the meaning of the original text.

[bookmark: _Int_lxMrhCrk][bookmark: _Int_CHec2xRc][bookmark: _Int_FCTgLH8A]Overall, within the wider range of humanities both Archaeology and Anthropology align well with the vast majority of subjects. They are able to use and give information between each other to increase general knowledge of many subjects. In the future I believe that this will only increase as our knowledge of the world increases. So many of the humanities overlap in many areas with science and history being two of the main areas of this. History is seen in everything even if it is not abundantly clear in subjects such as creative writing, we see history through the study of previous texts and seeing how they have changed the way in which authors write today however we also see history in a more present way. This is seen in humanities subjects such as ancient civilisations where the study is built upon the past and how the people of the past lived. Therefore, the humanities will always in my opinion have something that ties them together with lines that in each discipline will cross over each other. While traditionally both Archaeology and Anthropology are physical subjects where researchers would have to go out to conduct their research whether that be going on a dig or going to interview someone, they no longer are fully physical. Modern technology such as ground penetrating sonar have allowed Archaeologists to become less disruptive to the earth we no longer have to predict where we believe there to be a burial site or an iron age fort instead technology can be used to narrow down the search area and sometimes pinpoint locate where archaeologists should be digging. Modern advancements have also aided in Anthropological research with the introduction of the internet and new forms of communication that allow an anthropologist to talk with their subjects without having to travel potentially across the world multiple times a year instead things such as video calls can be used to have more long lasting conversations as the researcher can talk over time rather than rushing their investigation over a couple of weeks. This is a way in which I think that the future of archaeology, Anthropology and the humanities as a whole will be bright the more advanced, we become the more information we can gain. Which in the long run will be a great positive for the humanities as a whole.
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