A comparative analysis of the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system of England and Wales.
Aim: Evaluate the treatment of male and female offenders in the criminal justice system in England and Wales. 
Objective one: Explore the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales. 
Objective two: Compare and contrast the difference in treatment between male and female offenders. 
Objective three: Explore public perception on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales. 

1:1 – Gender and Prison 
According to Sturge and Tunnicliffe (2022), it had been recorded that in the year 2021, out of the 1.31 million offenders who had been dealt with by the criminal justice system only 79,092 offenders were convicted of their crimes, therefore providing that prison accounts to a large sector of the criminal justice system. Ministry of Justice(2022) provides a statistical analysis on the proportions of males and females throughout the criminal justice system in England and Wales in the year 2021. The source provides that 96% of the prison population in this year was accounted for by male offenders, therefore indicating that only 4% of the prison population is accounted for by women. Kimmel, Hearn and Connell (2005) states that crime is male dominated, which may perhaps amount as the cause to the drastic difference in statistics like this however, a study from 2017 suggests otherwise. According to Ordway (2017) a recent study had gone underway attempting to connect gender and crime through heart rate. Choy et al (2017) presents that the researchers focused on 894 locals from Mauritius, 497 males and 397 females. The study began when the locals were 11 and tested their heart rate once at this age and once at the age of 23. Overall, the researchers’ findings were that females had higher resting heart rates than males at the age of 11, the research however goes on to only present a difference in criminals and innocent, instead of male and female. The researcher’s state that the research does however present some findings that heart rates in males, do in fact, partially explain their higher levels of offending. 

1:2 – Genders relations to arrests and convictions
In order to discuss that of prison prevalence throughout England and Wales, it is vital to also discuss gender and its relation to arrests and convictions. Thus, covering more areas of the criminal justice system. As prison statistics have depicted a great difference between male and female offenders, it is also vital to note, in terms of arrests made in the year 2022, there has also been identified a large difference in terms of arrests made of male and female offenders. 
According to UK GOV (2023), for everyone 1,000 people, 19.2 males had been arrested and 3.2 females arrested. These statistics provide the account that men were in fact 6 times more likely to be arrested than women in England and Wales in the year 2022. Therefore indicting a lack of reduction in terms of male arrests as males accounted for 85% of arrests in the previous year (Ministry of Justice 2022).
In addition, Kimmel, Hearn and Connell (2005) also presents the theory that male offenders are more inclined to perpetrate conventional crimes and more serious crimes, in comparison to female offenders. 
Campbell, Muncer and Bibel (2010), indicates that when women are faced with similar levels of objective physical danger as males, females tend to have lower thresholds for fear due to the importance of maternal survival to reproductive success, their evolutionary pressure. Furthermore, when direct confrontation is inevitable, women use low-risk or indirect tactics to avoid direct confrontation, thus inhibiting their involvement in crime. Female offenders are more likely to become involved in property crimes rather than violent crimes due to this adaptation.
Subsequently, in terms of gender related crime it is evident to propose that females, as statistically proven, are less inclined to commit crimes, especially violent crimes due to factors such as evolutionary pressure. Comparatively, male offenders have been statistically proven to convey a greater desire to commit crimes, conventional or serious, suggesting males have a stronger link to criminality than females. Parliamentary recorded statistics from 2019 elaborate the proposed theories with the following statistics: In 2019, women were recorded most likely to be convicted of TV licence evasion. Among those convicted of TV licence evasion, 74% were female, accounting for 30% of all female convictions. In terms of male offenders, there was a 98% male prosecution rate for sexual offences and a 93% male prosecution rate for possession of weapons (UK Parliament 2022). These statistics elaborate that males do in fact have a higher tendency to commit violent crimes as opposed to women. “Violence is gendered; it is a problem and consequence of masculinity.” (Miller 1998 p.151).

1:3 – Reoffending 
Over time the statistical rates of reoffending have fluctuated, therefore providing an inaccurate basis on the understanding of whether reoffending is rising or declining. In terms of, 2021, the most recent government recorded year, in regard to reoffending, GOV UK (2023) states that compared to the previous year, there has been slight increases in certain areas of statistical analysis of reoffending. Although GOV UK (2023) portrays a list of statistical analysis on adult reoffenders in 2021, there is however no indication as to which portions of the statistic regard to males or females.  
However, Ministry of Justice (2023) provides that from 2009 – 2021 the reoffending rates for both male and female have naturally fluctuated overtime. The source delivers that the reoffending rates of males had differed between 23.9% and 33.8%, whereas females reoffending rates had fluctuated between 18.3% and 24.4%. therefore stating that for the year 2021 the adult offender reoffending rate was proven 25.1% (UK GOV 2023). Whereas Clarke (2023) presents that for the years 2020 the number of offenders who went on to reoffend was 24.4%, stated as a 2.3% increase overall. The source also provides that adults who were released from starting court and/or custody had a reoffending rate of 30.9%, calculating at a 0.9% decrease, and adults who had served less than 12 months were subject to a reoffending rate of 53.9%, which totals in a 3.6% decrease from the previous year. 
These statistics evaluate further that the reoffending statistical rates are fluctuating and practically unreliable. Although this source does provide that offenders are more likely to reoffend after a custodial sentence of less than 12 months than offenders who are released from custody or have had starting court orders, therefore suggesting that the more time one spends in prison, the more likely they are to reoffend. However, BBC (2011), states that for a prison sentence of two – four years the reoffending statistics for the year 2011 was 37.5% turn to reoffend whereas 42.9% of offenders who served a two-year sentence went on to reoffend. Therefore, providing further, the instability of reoffending statistics with England and Wales.

2:1 – Gender and Prison suicide
Taking into consideration that males account for the majority of prisoners in England and Wales, and males inclined likely hood of becoming a serving male offending, it Is a typical understanding that prisons have been catered specifically for males, as they are the typical offender, and then tweaked for female offenders. Furthermore, it can be suggested that the needs of females have practically been discarded and set aside as opposed to males, as the overall shell has been designed for males, and only the internals adjusted for females. Due to this theory that women are not compatible with prison, evidently it is recognised that a simple alternative of prison could perhaps be support, (Dodd, 2018). 
Suicide rates from prisons in England and Wales is a key statistical piece of evidence that elaborates the theory that prisons are not catered for women even further. According to Pidd (2023) within the past year there have been 64,348 self-harm incidents within prisons in England and Wales which is a 21% increase from the previous year. In terms of male and female offenders, Pidd (2023) provides that self-harm rates with female offenders had increased by 65% and males 8%. 
This increase in self-harm rates within prisons, especially female offenders 65% increase, portrays that female offenders are suffering far more with depression than male offenders. Labhart and Wright (2018), presents that over 84% of female offenders in the year 2017 committed non-violent offences such as theft and non-payment of council tax which suggests financial struggles. The imprisonment of financially unstable females must deteriorate their strugglers further, when support would have been the more ideal option, supporting the female and her family with financial struggles, as well as preventing a toll on a female’s mental health.

Theme 2:2 – Social Gender Norms relation to treatment of offenders 
Social gender norms have eased over time, however some theorists argue that gendered norms still have a large impact on women and their social life, but especially females who offend, (Eaton 1993). Females who offend are faced with not only repercussions for their crime but are also deemed as punishable for being a female who has committed a crime. This is known as double deviance, which was introduced in 1968 by feminist sociologist Frances Heidensohn. Although societal gender norms have lessened with time societal issues of diversity still posses an effect on women’s experience of crime. The effects diversity has on women’s experience of crime is largely related to the diversity between women who offend and men who offend. An example of the diversity between male and female offenders is the on going case of murderer Lucy Letby. According to (Halliday, 2022) Lucy Letby who has murdered seven infants and attempted to murder six others whilst working as a neonatal nurse at Countess of Chester Hospital between 2015 to 2016, has now joined Myra Hindley on the United Kingdoms list of worst child serial killers. Lucy Letby’s crime have led her to be stated to be mentally ill and unstable by such articles stating her crimes have been committed due to Letby’s own fear that she would never have children of her own, Sawer and Bolton (2023). This statement has gone on to be questioned to be the reason behind the nurses killings of infants, however it is difficult not to query whether this would in fact be the questioned reason if Letby was of the opposite sex, therefore perhaps making Letby subject to double deviance.

Although females are presented with repercussions of theories such as double deviance, females are becoming recognised as more vulnerable, not just in terms of sentencing but also in terms of acting as a serving offender, (Worral 1990). Due to this recognition plans like ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan 2022-25’ are now in place. In terms of the The female offender strategy delivery plan 2022-25, the United Kingdom government have four aims to which they are committed to achieving. These aims consist of improved community sentences and earlier intervention, making custody for females more effective, overall reducing the amount of females from going to prison and an effective resettlement of women prisoners leaving prison and settling back in their community (UK GOV 2023). Although, these aims are not the only intentions of the United Kingdoms government for female offenders. The government has noted that as of June 2012, there were 4,123 women in prison, compared to 3,253 in June 2022 - a decrease of 21%. Whereas the number of male offenders in 2012 was 82,180 as presented by GOV UK (2013), compared to 78,624 in 2022 (Ministry of Justice 2022). Nevertheless, UK GOV (2023) propose that they would like to see fewer women incarcerated for short periods of time. Therefore, they are experimenting with Problem Solving Courts, including one focusing exclusively on women and handing down robust community sentences to address the underlying causes of crime. UK GOV (2023) state they will try improve the support provided to women who commit serious crimes, including reducing the instances of self-harm and piloting social workers in prisons to assist mothers. Although there is no offender strategy plan in place for male offenders, there is typical rehabilitation plans in place along side the ‘National Evaluation of the Male Offender Personality disorder pathway. NHS England, Improvement, and HM Prison & Probation Service jointly commissioned the Offender Personality Disorder Pathway programme to help support and manage offenders with complex mental health needs. Detailed case formulation is used to provide psychologically informed services to high-risk high-harm offenders (UK GOV 2022). 

2:3 - Treatment of Transgender Offenders
In terms of plans in place for male and female offenders, plans and treatment surrounding transgender offenders is equally as significant within this research, however these plans do strive for different success. It is vital to note that among transgender women in prison, 41% are convicted of sexual offenses, according to the campaign group Fair Play for Women. A total of 125 transgender people were imprisoned in England and Wales from March to April 2017, out of an 85,513 prison population (BBC News 2018). As  presented by UK GOV (2023), due to statistics on Sexual offending trans women, the announcement of a new policy on the allocation of transgender prisoners was announced by the Justice Secretary in October 2022. Transgender women with male genitalia, or those convicted of a sexual offense, will no longer be placed in the general women's estate under the reforms. Both men and women who have transgendered into the opposite sex have no doubted faced many trials and tribulations. The government has recognised women to be vulnerable in prison so have put in place the Female Offender Strategy Plan 2022-25 in order to protect these women but the current reforms are doing the opposite for transgender women. According to BBC News (2017) states that it has been suggested that the number of deaths and complaints among offenders was on the rise. BBC News (2017) displays that between 2008 and 2016 there had been five deaths and 33 complaints concerning transgender offenders. The source provides that when a transgender offender is concerned the prisoner should be sent to a prison facility based of their needs along side their acquired gender. Therefore presenting the treatment of transgender offenders, male or female, drastically different to males and females who have not needed to transition.	
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