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Introduction

In this report based on virtual learning I will be writing about my personal experience learning online and my progress with studying on the internet such as using Moodle and Microsoft teams. I will analyse and conduct a research on VLE. Due to the worldwide pandemic, schools and universities have been closed to limit the spread of the coronavirus which has implement a robust learning model of instruction to continue to provide academic learning opportunities for students. It’s my first time learning online and i find it quite challenging as I have only done face-to-face learning all my life and I’m not used to using virtual platforms to learn; however, I have to admit that I enjoy learning from the comfort and warmness of my home.





Virtual learning environment

The virtual learning environment has allowed me to learn everywhere I go which helps me to not miss out on my lessons and have knowledge about what the teacher is explaining during the lesson. VLE is a learning system that is increasingly becoming more important for our life as it gives us students to interact electronically with each other and our tutors during lesson. There are many different software’s available such as Moodle, Microsoft teams and Bloomz which help motivate and support learners and contribute to learning and construction. After the end of the first year an evaluation that was carried out explained quantitive and qualitative data (Moodle user logs, learner surveys and learners interviews). It was found that students preferred forums to other tools and that assessment related activities attracted higher participation rates than other tasks. 



Benefits of virtual learning

One of the most beneficial components of VLE learning is that we are saving travel costs which helps reduce the air pollution. I have improved accessibility as i can access my course material 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. My classmates and I have managed to help each other throughout the lessons, homework and assignments and all of this has been achievable thanks to the development in technology. Helping me develop my teamwork skills. It’s also more comfortable for me to learn in the comfort of my home and a better option for people who have a physical disability. 
According to Michael Van Beek in 2011 “On average, students in online learning conditions performed better than those receiving face to face instructions. Virtual learning has a promising future. 

Disadvantages of online learning

The disadvantages of online learning that I have experienced is that I may get distracted easily because I am a mum and my children are always with me so I can have lack of focus sometimes. When I had my first lesson of virtual learning, it took longer than I have expected due to the people joining the class and to communicate with your teacher you need to type messages and sometimes he/she could be moving on to the next topic. Virtual learning from home can also be difficult if you have technical issues because you will not be able to join the classes. 


student privacy and safety 

During online lessons you are able to see the faces of other students and they are able to see your face. However, there can be student who you are not able to recognise and they can take pictures or videos of you without permission. When I am connecting to my lesson, i feel safe and secure because I can turn off my camera and mute myself to allow myself and others to focus on the topic the teacher is discussing. On the other hand, other students may feel that they are being watched and be uncomfortable with sitting in front of a camera. The good thing is that there are student privacy and safety policies for virtual learning which makes students feel safer when they are attending their online classes. 



Student progress

Since there has been a worldwide pandemic students all over the world have the opportunity to attend online lessons. This has allowed students to learn from home and most learners have progressed by learning independently and focusing. Although, there are some students who have not progressed due to not being used to learning independently at home. The main concern for students is that they may not have an idea on what they are doing or how to attend their lesson which can make them fall behind. Sometimes I find it hard to focus and I get lost very easily but I find it hard to ask my tutor for help, so I do research on the topic instead. I have made a lot of progress with my writing and pronunciation in English even though I may not be used to online learning. 





Survey and chart analysis
In this survey i gathered information to find out how students feel about studying online and how they find the platforms we use at university. I found out that 60% of the students are very happy with Virtual learning even knowing that to the 80% of the students have never took online lessons before they are pleased with the outcome of the course and the lectures advise. 60% of them strongly agree that face to face learning could be replaced by online learning. However 60% of students did not receive any kind of training on how to use Moodle or Microsoft Teams before starting the course and i strongly recommend the university to take the time to train students before commencing any course for us to have an idea of the platform be familiarised and be able to find links to revise and submit assignments easier.

Charts 
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Conclusion

In conclusion i believe that VLE has many advantages and disadvantages for me being able to learn from anywhere in the world any place with a good Wi-Fi connection is one of the biggest advantages also being able to study from the comfort of your home avoiding the rush hour in public transports and the costs have been amazing, being able to develop my teamwork skills and interact with other students 
When I gathered information from the survey, I have realised that most of the students prefer virtual lessons than doing face to face learning. In the survey analysis many students said that they were also very happy with this course. Face to face learning also has many advantages as you are able to ask the teacher questions face to face and he can show you a demonstration to help you understand better. It also takes less time for the teacher to do the register to commence the lesson. The VLE can be a easier place for students to learn as you don’t have any problems with getting into class on time due to the transportation problems and for students who live very far from the university. Just being able to stay at home in a safer environment is better for the students who live further than others.


Referencing 
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