Introduction
A number of current studies and research papers show that confidence in the police has fallen from 78% to 69% between 2017/18 and 2021/22. Following on from this data, my research aims to develop a better understanding of the causes of this fall in confidence as this is a largely unstudied area of policing. This paper will also aim to investigate the influence gender, age and ethnicity has on the confidence and trust in the police. Current literature suggests that younger people, females and ethnic minorities tend to have less confidence and trust in the police. This study will determine if these are reproducible results across different samples and will start to identify some potential causes of this result. 

Research strategy
This study will be analysing primary data using surveys designed for this particular research question, this is because literature on the topic is limited. However, although confidence and trust in the police is a relatively unstudied and new area for studying in criminology, I will use some secondary data, mainly YOUGOV polls that are available to the public in order to compare my primary data. The main reason for this is that, owing to time constraints, secondary data will have a much larger sample size than my primary data and thus by comparing my primary data to the secondary data it will give an indication as to the accuracy of the primary data which may then be able to highlights any anomalies in the data collected.

Data collection
An online survey study will be used to gather data to answer this research question as it will be more accessible for a larger range of individuals. The study will use multiple routes of opportunity sampling to get a diverse sample of participants. It will be mainly advertised on social media targeting student groups, sports communities as well as across social media platforms. Using multiple avenues of recruitment should result in a diverse and representative sample. Participants will initially be asked some demographic questions to enable comparison across demographic groups. Then the survey will go on to ask the same questions as the secondary data, these being based on the “YOUGOV survey questions”. This will allow the primary data to be directly compared to the secondary data. The final part of the survey will be looking directly at the reasons why the participants believe they are influenced in their opinions, confidence and trust in the police. This final part will hopefully be able to provide us a greater understanding on the factors that affect the public’s trust in the police. 
I had considered using interviews as they would supply more in-depth answers to the questions proposed for the research. However, due to the trends I aim to identify, and as I would like to compare results with other quantitative studies like YOUGOV, I feel quantitative research is the most appropriate form of data collection. Qualitative research could be carried out in the future, based on this survey in order to gather a more in-depth understanding of the participants opinions, confidence and trust in police. Also, this paper proposes to explore a diverse range of individuals and aims to be applicable to the wider UK society. This can only be achieved using quantitative data as qualitative research only applies to individuals in that specific sample and cannot be applied to a wider sample. 

Data Analysis
I will be using a range of statistical analysis to report my results varying across the different sections of the survey. I will convert the results of the survey answers into percentages and then present the results in the form of a number of bar and pie charts. I will be looking to breakdown the results into age categories, gender and ethnic diversities. This is so I can compare results and see if these characteristics have had an effect on the individual’s views. The main reason for this is that the results in the secondary data that I viewed when conducting my literature review illustrated that females and the black community tend to have less confidence in the police. Therefore, I can look to see if my results are the same and then draw any appropriate conclusions. 

Limitations and potential problems
The main limitation to the surveys will be the sampling size. In my proposal I am aiming to get 100 to 200 participants in order to give me a reasonable sample size although, obviously this is still a small sample compared to the size of the whole UK population. The aim will be to get as large a sample size as possible but the time constraints attached to the dissertation will limit how large a sample I can obtain. 

Another potential problem is the diversity of the participants if there is to be an accurate representation of the British public. The relatively small sample size may mean that there is the possibility of the participants being dominated by those of the same gender, age or ethnicity. If this is the case it will allow us to have accurate results of those participants but maybe not of the UK population as a whole. Hopefully sharing the link on social media, for example on Facebook groups, may prevent this from happening and allow for a larger, more diverse, participation sample. 
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