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The Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Students and their early-learning development within Welsh Primary Schools.
Introduction
The COVID-19 pandemic has had major impact upon those within education. Whiting (2020) disclosed that UNESCO believes around 23.8 million children/young people may not have access or will drop out of education because of the economic impact of COVID-19. It’s dramatically changed the way in which we learn, advancing to online platforms oppose to face-to-face due to the risk of spreading the virus. All avenues of education have been affected especially younger primary students. UNICEF (2018) expresses the need of pre-primary learning processes to better children for the future. Thirty years of scientific research has led to the discovery of children’s most impressionable ages of birth to eight years. One method to improve chances of development is through play. It is joyful, meaningful, actively engaging, iterative and socially iterative. The impact Covid-19 brought was closures of schools within the national lockdown. Ofsted (2020) found that young children’s skills and learning deteriorated while these sanctions were in place. Time spent during primary schools are not only for teaching and learning but growing as an individual and developing social tendencies. This external factor (COVID-19) can create advantages for some and disadvantages to others.
The research sets out to determine whether Welsh primary school students:
1. Have improved their learning throughout the COVID-19 Pandemic or has it compromised the ability to improve.
2. Gained new skills through technology and the move to online teaching/learning or have lacked behind.
3. How the decision to include these new technologies/online learning impact a primary school students confidence/spirit. Do they miss the social setting within a classroom.
4. Have some children excelled over others due to the ease of access to needed resources.
The aim of this study is to gain a deeper understanding/knowledge of students within education at the primary level studying through the pressures of the ever-changing rules and regulations developed and implemented by the COVID-19 Pandemic, and what impact is has had on their lives.
This topic is highly relevant as the younger generation are our next workers, leaders, and entrepreneurs. Jean Piagets 1962 theory was the first that fixated on play as an integral place in children’s cognitive development (Ahmad, S. Hussain, A. Batool, A. Sittar, K. Malik, M., 2016). The effect of the COVID-19 Pandemic could now lead to a disadvantage for some students due to the national lockdowns, taking away that key time for personal development. United Nations (2020) found 188 countries introduced school closures. To combat the issue pupils were offered distant learning however some may not have access to digital technology. Children stationed in informal homes have limited infrastructure and low/if any access to internet. Some pupils get critical resources within a school setting like children with special needs/disabilities therefore distanced learning created more challenges.
This area was chosen because of my personal experience of helping my three god children further their studies in lockdown 2020-2021 ranging from ages three to nine, and the struggles that their parents had. It was challenging for some parents as they did not have the technology to perform tasks and alternative methods had to be used. The pandemic has fast tracked the need for new online technologies for teaching and some families are left behind, the need to embrace technologies within any education facilities has become more apparent and demanding but can all families keep up? Does this mean that some families education/learning will always be that one step behind as they don’t have the means to purchase/understand the procedures/tasks set out.
This topic links in with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child Agreement, Article Three “Commitment to the best interests of the child” (Welsh Government, 2019).
Literature review
Secondary data sources will be used to influence the study and to verify and critically analyse the findings. Because the experiences of the students will be recorded, permission has been granted by the interviewees parents, who will also attend to create a balanced/relaxed atmosphere for the interviews to go ahead. To understand if the interviewees perceive changes to their learning past and present, experiences of the individual must be considered. This could come down to a range of different factors like a students personality, their home life and social life. Parents may have a disadvantage and may feel less comfortable using the new technologies over the younger generation that have grown up amerced in this technological advance/movement (Wu, Y. Damnee, S. Kerherve, H. Ware, C. Riguard, A., 2015).
Methodological Approach
Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were considered for the study. The aim of the study is to explore primary school students experiences of learning before and during the COVID-19 Pandemic and how it has affected their learning, so a qualitative approach was chosen. Qualitative studies determine common themes and trends in social/cultural development (Ernst, A., 2003). Qualitative investigators look for a deeper pattern through peoples experiences (Taylor, S., Bogdan, R. & DeVault, M., 2016) Unlike quantitative research when you collect numerical data, qualitative research helps to develop theories/assumptions (Tenney, S. Brannan, G. Brannan, J. Sharts-Hopko N. 2021).
Qualitative researchers tend to be dynamic not static when viewing the social world therefore can limit findings to a particular group. The approach is based on characteristics therefore replicability is possible. Meaning consistent/reliable data can not be obtained when compared to quantifiable figures (Daniel, E., 2016)
Purposed data collection procedure
The researcher’s academic supervisor will be noted at all stages of the study to ensure that the university’s standards are met. One-to-one interview setting will be the method for data collecting as it is personal, and the participants should be able to respond freely. Interviewing is one of the most common data collection techniques when performing qualitative research. It is a framework where proceedings can be recorded, achieved, reinforced, and challenged (Jamshed, S., 2014). All interviewees due to their young nature will be accompanied by their responsible adult to ensure comfort and relaxation to participate. The interviews will be recorded using a digital recorder to ensure all transcribes accurately depict the participants responses.
The questions provided will have fixed points that relate to the chosen topic in a semi-structured style to assure validity. The questions will be developed and scrutinized to ensure they reflect the aim of the study, discarding any irrelevant findings. A semi-structured style gives opportunity for the interviewee to expand their answer and so themes may be discovered. Questions will be open ended to allow the interviewee to go into depth if they so wish to. Having this structure enables the researcher to rectify any misunderstandings in relation to said questions.
Due to the nature of study the interviews will be scheduled at a reasonable time for the families, with the legal guardian always supervising. This ensures the child’s safety and privacy, as well as being able to fully focus on the question. Face to face interviews were chosen over telephone as a child can connect easier in person. The interviewer will be friendly but consistent when asking questions, so the results are valid, reliable and don’t go off topic.
The sample group is 10-15 primary school students to be selected, some may be from the same household but different ages, accompanied by their legal guardian for support and supervision. 
Each of the participants legal guardians will be provided with an ethics form detailing the study topic, how the data collected will be used and assurances on protecting the confidentiality of each member of the sample group. Written compliance with ethical standards is also important for the investigator in case of unforeseen problems in the future.
Planned Data Analysis and Presentation
Using the voice recorder, the interviews will be recorded and then transcribed into a word processing software and then arranged in a matrix table. The study will use an interpretive analysis approach where themes are identified within the accounts of the participants (Welsh, E., 2002). Relevant reoccurring themes will be identified within the transcript and sorted into categories and any irrelevant material to the aims and studies of the procedure will be removed. The themes were then condensed, and conclusions were drawn from the data. This analysation process was chosen as it is an effective way of drawing thematic conclusions from a large transcript. Results will then be presented in table form. The questions will be designed to help answer the research objectives. Although because of the nature of the unstructured interview new emerging themes may be discovered.
Research Planning and Ethics
Limitations
· Interview conditions – Some may find it challenging as it is not a typical situation, this could affect quality.
· Small Sample Group – So specific meaning it will not be possible for the wider population to contribute.
· Practical Constraints – Scheduling the interviews around the availability of the family at a convenient location/time.
· The interviewer is a white young female, and this may influence some respondents and create bias effects.
· The choice of questions needs to be selected to avoid unintentional bias to provide enough detail to draw meaningful conclusions from the data, also ensuring they suit the maturity of the participants.
· Bilingualism - There needs to be an option of Welsh or English.
Results from this study could inform a larger, more diverse study which will produce more reliable data for analysis. Also, the time frame, resources and word count of this study are limitations to the depth of research that can be done.
Ethical Considerations
The research may bring up sensitive issues that could be stressful for the participants therefore it is important to be sensitive to emotions whilst deciding the questions and throughout the research period. The interviewees will always be given the option to halt the proceedings if they desire.
All interviewees will be required to sign an ethics form, due to the young nature of the interviewees their legal guardian will sign on their behalf. This is a form which clearly states the ethical standards of the interviewing process. The form gives consent to the researcher of the participants to use their personal experiences within the study. This form of ethical considerations protects the confidentiality of the participant, the sensitive information, and validity of the results.
Budget, Resources and Time Management
To carry out this research after proposal certain steps will be taken.
Preparation: Initial research which includes academic reading/references to support the research, ethical standards will be introduced by developing an ethics form to be signed by the participants. To create and scrutinise relevant/reliable questions for the study.
Data Collection: To start this process a group of participants will be selected. Interviews will be organised and carried out.
Data Analysis: After collecting the data the recorded interviews will be transcribed and themes identified thus leading to a summary of categories ensuring they are relevant to the study. And themes not relevant will be removed.
Review: This will involve amendments, critical reflection, alternations, and evaluation of results. Below is a step-by-step action plan which outlines the tasks which will be performed to obtain the objective.
1. Research
2. Develop Ethics Form
3. Create Interview Questions/Cross Check Interview Questions for their quality towards the objective
4. Select the Sample Group
5. Organise Interview Dates
6. Undergo Interviews with Voice Recorder
7. Transcribe Data Gathered from Interviews
8. Analysis of Primary/Secondary Data
9. Alterations/Summarisation
10. Deadline/Completion
Resources Needed: To ensure the best possible outcome the resources that will be needed are. 
· Online/Hardback academic reading materials
· A physical printed copy of the Ethics Form
· Communication technologies to contact participants for their interview availability
· A Voice Recorded to collect data from the interview
· Access to a computer for transcribing in a Word Document Software
Budgeting: Areas to consider are.
· Hardback Academic Books for Research
· Online Academic Articles/E-Books
· Interviewee/Interviewer Travel Expenses
· Interview Room Hire
· Equipment for Recording/Analysing Interviews
· Possible Time Cost (Hopeful the interviewees will give their time voluntarily to keep costs down)
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