PERFORMING ARTS - APPLIED DRAMA
LEVEL 5
PERFORMING CULTURES - ASSESSMENT 2 OF 2
You will present a short (approx. 500 words) reflective appraisal through Turnitin at the end of the module. This written work should present your own response to the process of representing ‘other’ voices in production and reflect upon your opinions (e.g.) regarding authenticity and unique cultural identity.
The module of Performing Cultures has not been what I expected, however, that is not to say that I have not gained an immense amount of knowledge from the module, and a great deal of pride and achievement in the final performance piece.
In studying creative approaches to culture and the groups that perform cultures we can become engaged ‘in an attempt to map out questions and areas of enquiry fundamental to this new way of seeing.’ (Aston and Savona, 1991:8)
My preconceived idea of this module was probably more linked to performance rituals of various cultures, rather than as the quote above refers to, applying creative approaches to culture. 
The starting point for the performance piece was “Woyzeck”, a stage play written in 1830 by Georg Buchner who died before the play was complete. The play deals with the de-humanising effect of the military and doctors on a young man`s life. As a group, we were able to discuss the additional cultures identified in the play and then relate them to modern day issues. The final performance piece explored various cultures through a culmination of creative approaches. Set in a “court room”, the piece looked to identify the killer of Marie. Although Marie`s killer was never actually identified – the ending was inconclusive, a process containing debating was used.  As a group, we felt that traditional court room rituals and the characters we portrayed – both as members of the bench, jury etc and also when performing as characters from the play, reflected Schechner`s theory of “presentation of self” and “expressive culture”. Throughout the performance there was a distinct link to social drama and ritual. Some of the cultures explored during the piece were, the military, gun culture, religion and drug culture.
'It is important to develop and articulate theories concerning how performances a regenerated, transmitted, received and evaluated in pursuit of these goals, performance studies is insistently intercultural, inter-generic and inter-disciplinary'. (Schechner, 1995)
For the introduction to the piece, we chose a piece from “Brand New Ancients”, by spoken word artist Kate Tempest, for me this empowered us as individuals and as a group, however I recognised a link to the character of Woyzeck – “giving and getting less”, “not to blame” – although this is debatable, “getting drunk pissing their wages down a hole”…….”the poor things don`t stand a chance”.
As a group, we have some very strong personalities and the process of devising the piece and making final decisions was challenging. Everybody obviously wanted to put forward their ideas – but on occasions, not everyone`s idea was listened to or explored. This in itself is a learning curve.
On a personal level, I was pleased with the initial casting in which I was to portray the doctor, this did change temporarily, and my only character performance was that of Woyzeck purchasing the knife, after some debate (of which there was quite a lot of, both in and out of the performance!) I was in an additional scene as the doctor. I thoroughly enjoyed this process and endeavoured to make the character eccentric and domineering, I enjoyed experimenting with the character and demonstrating actions against the text.
Allison Gough 
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