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Assessment Component 2: Research Literacy- Learning How to Read a Research Paper

[bookmark: _Toc233886916][bookmark: _Toc233887330][bookmark: _Toc586372795]Section 1
 The Research paper that I have chosen is called ‘She didn’t know how to go back’: School Attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic-A Multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals. The Authors are Bronte McDonald, Daniel Michealson and Kathryn J. Lester. It was published in 2023 in the British Journal of Educational Psychology.
The main topic of this study is finding out how school attendance problems occurred and how this effected and the changes and issues this caused for primary school children in England and to help and figure out what will help these children and families in this difficult time. It looks at different groups, such as parents that have to deal with their child’s attendance and also for teachers and other education staff who are there to help as family support. Having good school attendance is very import as this is seen as a healthy lifestyle for a child and that they are living a normal, safe life in a healthy environment, good for their wellbeing and also to better their chances in life. Families and children may be at risk if attendance is poor. After the pandemic absence rates were still poor causing more pressure for children’s mental health services and social care. So therefore, there is a lot of work that needs to be done to support vulnerable children and how to support them and in what way to support them.
Research is usually focused on attendance problems in Secondary Schools and have only data instead of actually one to one conversation. This study is focused more on younger primary  aged children and getting more information from families and professionals in order to understand more widely in what help is needed for them.
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Understanding the Purpose and research question.
The main aim of this research was to understand how difficulties in attendance showed up for primary school children after Covid 19 and to get a better understanding as to how to cope and deal better in different modern ways and to help each other in getting together for support and to give support to families. In order to gather more information, research was made to gain more knowledge. The research that was done was to find out how families were getting help and how was that helping them. What was affecting primary aged children that was causing issues to school attendance during and after the pandemic and what more they would like to see and get help in that they have not already been able to get and how they could be put in place in the UK.
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Understanding the research methods.
Research methods fall into three main categories which are quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods.
Quantitative research is about statistics, measurable data and numbers. Some examples are analysing official records to find patterns and trends. Surveys with fixed trends. It is also good for answering questions like how many or how much but without any explanation of how it happens.
Qualitive research is about more in depth explanation about opinions, feelings and meanings. . It is more about feelings and an explanation of more information. It is about more lengthy and open ended interviews or written questions. Qualitive research is also good in understanding human issues or social issues similar to situations faced during covid 19. Using numbers and detailed insights together is a mixed method which helps to get more understanding of a subject.
In this study researchers wanted to gain knowledge about what people are experiencing personally and what their views are which is qualitative research methods instead of measuring statistics.
There is also primary and secondary data and it is important to know the difference between the two. Secondary data is information that is already available, exists and is taken by someone else for something else like previous studies. Primary data is information only collected for the use of a specific and only used study.
This research used 2 ways in which to collet data. First one was open ended online surveys. These surveys were sent to 29 parents of primary school children who had difficulties in attendance and 19 education professionals including SENCOs, class teachers, headteachers and educational mental health. The surveys asked about why there was attendance struggles and how they felt and coped before, during and after school closures and what support had helped them .
Secondly there was semi structured interviews with 10 parents and 12 professionals that were chosen that were told to have a look at important ideas from the surveys in more detail. Then they were interviewed over the phone or a video call. 
All the data is checked very thoroughly by researchers and read through many times so that everything has been covered. The data is analysed using thematic framework analysis and this method is chosen as it is flexible. It helps researchers with feedback from different groups  making it clearer and easier to look at.
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Conclusion
The conclusion is that from reading the summary I found that this study found that families and children found it difficult, especially special educational needs, families that face financial or mental health struggles  as  there was a lot of change which affected attendance. The main issues they faced was daily routines being changed and disturbed, less contact with teachers and school staff speaking with families. Stress and anxiety caused by worrying of missing out on learning, falling behind. Finding it difficult to get quick help from special support as long waiting lists. The best and reliable support was seen from families and schools working together and trusting one another. It is included that authors want action taken to improve the situation with the community including schools, children and families.
Completing this assignment has taught me how to understand, read and understand in different small sections which helped me understand better. I have also learnt how different research methods are used for different questions. This study has made me realise how important it is to think carefully about the opinions of service users and professionals equally. I think this will be able to help me in future work by using research to make decisions and to understand service needs.
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