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Introduction 
“Estimating a 40.9 million visits in 2018, Visit Britain predict a continued growth in forecast visits post-Brexit.” (Visitbritain, 2018) As the UK has not achieved a deal with the EU, framework needs to be put in place for the future relationship between the two continents. ‘The EU is the main source market for overseas tourists coming to the UK.’ (Abta, 2016, P.2) In 2017, ‘76% of inbound tourism visitors travelled to the UK by air and 11% by the Channel Tunnel.’ (www.visitbritain.org, 2018)Thus, this report will assess how the Channel Tunnel and aviation can continue next March. Furthermore, the piece will provide suggestions to politicians and transport planners on how to reduce none EU membership impacts. 
European Union 
The European Union began to form after World War 2 to create togetherness and to strengthen economic bonds (Wilkinson, 2017) The EU’s core principles include, freedom of movement, freedom of trade of goods and services, and human rights protection, Britain joined in 1973. (Lockhart, 2016) 
Aviation 
The Industry
A major employer, aviation contributes ‘£49.6 billion to UK GDP,’ the UK manufacturing segment contributes an additional ‘£10.3 billion.’ (IATA, 2011, P.5) Currently over ‘750,000 scheduled international flights depart the UK annually, destined for almost 400 airports in 114 counties.’ (IATA, 2011, P.6) Britain has the biggest aviation system in Europe, ‘in 2017, 164 million passengers travelled by air’ between Britain and Europe and over 185 airports have a regular route involving the UK. (Government, 2018, P.9)
European Common Aviation Area 
As a member of the EU, Britain was a part of the European Common Aviation Area which allowed liberties for EU registered airlines. Such liberties included, ‘the rights to operate domestic routes within a third country and the rights to fly between two third countries’. (Commons Library Briefing, 2018, P.16)  If the UK no longer remains a member of the ECCA, then airline companies such as easyJet may lose the right to fly between two third countries. The British government needs to retain market access by remaining a member of the single market, none EU members such as Norway have arranged access. (Transport Committee, 2017) The Transport Committee (2017, p.37), have suggested a ‘transitional period,’ as such agreements take time. This avoids disruption and ensures tourism can continue as normal. Alternatively, being treated as a third country through “an enhanced UK ‘Open Skies’ deal with Europe”, could be beneficial long term. (Butcher, 2018, P.4)
Open Skies Agreement 
As a result of Britain leaving the EU, the UK will no longer be a part of the ‘Open Skies’ agreement with America. “The Brexit affect” has put Britain on the map, “the past six months have seen a 25% rise in visitors from North America”.(Morley, 2017) Politicians and transport planners need to ensure Britain is accessible for the tourism market after the Brexit leave date. This can be done through having agreements in place to keep flight routes. Flights from the UK to other countries like Canada and Iceland currently run as a result of Britain being part of the EU. (Morris, 2018) Politicians need to arrange multiple agreements before March if the air industry is to continue flying to these destinations.
EASA
As an EU member the UK adheres to a common set of aviation rules laid out by the European Aviation Safety Agency. This enables the CAA to distribute licenses, certificates, and safety approvals, which are recognised in all registered EU countries. (Home Office, 2018) On the 29th March 2019 the UK will no longer be part of the EU's single aviation market and will no longer be governed by the regulations of the European Aviation Safety Agency. (Hunt, Wheeler, 2018) Thus, ‘UK airlines will lose flying rights and will no longer be recognised for airworthiness, certificates or parts.’ (Fac, 2018) For flights to continue the British Government need to arrange membership with the European Aviation Safety Agency as a third country. (Department of Transport, 2018) As this process may be lengthy a transition period should be negotiated. Without this air traffic will be grounded and tourists would be left unable to get home. (Debus, 2018) This would leave tourists unable to fly to the UK and visitors currently in the UK unable to catch flights home. No contingency and cancelled inbound and outbound flights for the foreseeable future, would leave airports empty, directly impacting the economy and the tourism industry.
Airlines have added notices onto their websites to inform customers that bookings are not certain after Brexit. (Davis, 2017) As a result of this message, potential tourists may not feel confident in booking and may boycott the area for somewhere that is unaffected by Brexit. The government can use a transitional period, to avoid disruption and delays and to keep the air industry functioning in March.
EasyJets Contingency Plan
‘EU carriers must be more than 50% owned by institutions based in member states in order to have an operating license.’ (Wiggins, 2018) Thus, as part of easyJet’s long term contingency plan, easyJet held ‘investor roadshows in Germany and France’ in order to up the amount of its European investors. (Wiggins, 2018) A year ago easyJet started an EU built airline to guarantee it can continue its European flights irrespective to the Brexit outcome. Shareholders at easyJet have agreed plans to preserve company flying rights after Brexit. Legal changes will help ensure the airline meets EU ownership rules. The airline will be ‘EU-owned and controlled’ after Brexit, meaning it can operate flight routes jeopardised by Brexit . (Powley, 2018) The company have planned ahead to ensure regardless of the outcome their flight routes are protected. Opposite to that of easyJet’s contingency plan, ‘Wizz Air UK Limited, has been approved for an air operator’s certificate and operating licence by the UK’s CAA.’ (Morris, 2018) Rather than a threat, the company are seeing Brexit as an opportunity.
Exchange Rate
For visitors from most countries, the pound has remained lower than its pre-referendum level and is forecast to continue to be weak, indicating that Britain will remain a good value for money destination. (www.visitbritain.org,2018)This will make Britain a cheaper destination to visit, and thus will encourage a rise in tourist numbers, which will help the economy recover. In order to be able to welcome the demand, legislation needs to be in place to provide accessibility. The drop in value of the pound means when exchanging money British people get less than previously, thus making outbound tourism more expensive. Based on this consumer trends may shift, people may stay in the UK and go on local holidays.
Tourist Access 
‘Contributing 66.1 billion pounds in 2016,’ the tourism industry affects the economy significantly. Politicians need to ensure that tourism as an industry is protected. (Rhodes et al, 2018) Freedom of movement no longer applies, so visitors from the EU will now need Visas. UKinbound have stated ‘This will reinforce the message that the UK have become less welcoming, as well as increasing the cost.’ The Transport committee cites VisitBritain (2017, p.38) whom “said that visa arrangements can act as a barrier to visitors.” It is fair to see that making the area harder to gain access to can be perceived as unwelcoming, and thus can impact tourist perceptions negatively. It is foreseeable that due to increased cost and uncertainty outbound tourism may drop.
In March a hard border check would be needed and this would cause longer ques. (Abta, 2017) Airport delays due to lack of staff is a preventable situation. However, it can take up to ‘12 month to recruit, security clear, train and deploy staff’. (National Audit Office, 2018, P.34) In 2018 Border Force aimed to recruit one thousand new members of staff ready to fulfil expected demands after Brexit. HMRC said it will also need a significantly higher amount of staff ready for the exit. To mitigate disruption during the transition, investment in staffing, recruitment, and training is vital before the leave date in March. It is recommended that the government ensure the new staff and systems are ready by March.
Channel Tunnel
The Industry 
Located beneath the English Channel, the Channel Tunnel runs between England and France. (britannica.com, 2018) Providing ‘220,000 jobs and accounting for over £90bn yearly, via its imports and exports’ the Channel Tunnel currently provides one fourth of Britain’s trade with EU. (Garside, 2016) The tunnel is ‘managed by Eurotunnel and is owned by both the French and British Government’, within the tunnel, Eurotunnel hosts regular ‘passenger vehicle and HGV shuttles, which in 2016 carried 2.6 million vehicles and approximately 1.6 million trucks.’ (House of Commons Committee, 2018) The tunnel currently offers a fast trade route, however leaving the EU, rules regarding border trade will have to change. A no-deal Brexit with no contingency plan, means on March 31st 2019, British trucks may be stopped from entering France via the tunnel. (Heapy, 2018) 
The French Government
A French minister has warned in the event of a no deal outcome, Eurostar trains will be turned back from Europe. (Merrick, 2018) If this were to happen this would directly impact both the inbound and outbound tourism industry. For transport providers this would be a disaster, routes would have to be cancelled and customers would have to be compensated. An agreement between both governments needs to be put in place to minimise travel disruption. The control at borders of the Eurotunnel is another concern, as ‘border posts will need to be constructed on the French side’. (Ponsaner, Barigazzi, 2018) These posts will not be constructed in time for the official leave date, this may lead France to close the borders until construction is finished. A decision which would have a knock on affect for trade, tourism and jobs.
Contingency Plan
Short Term 
After leaving there is worry of border delays and tailbacks, however John Keefe (Eurotunnel/Getlink Public Affairs Chief) has said the company will be able to manage border checks quickly and efficiently after Brexit, due to new technology that will be in place. (Bosotti, 2018) Conflictingly, an article posted by the Guardian implies, the technology needed to avoid border delays is not expected to be ready in time. Helm and Boffey,(2018) state on the first day of Brexit, the ‘Throw Open the Borders option’ would involve not enforcing border checks and assuming the same method is taken from the EU, this would temporarily keep ‘frictionless trade in goods’. (Islam, 2018) However, having no border control may lead to a high level of immigration, a reason many people chose to leave the EU. (Heapy, 2018) This contingency plan is focused on maintaining the trade of goods short term, but shows no indication for long term. It will however, allow time to put a sufficient plan into place. This would allow time for transport planners to build infrastructure,  and to hire more staff ready for the long term changes. 


Long Term
Rules regarding trade and the border will have to change. However, it is in the best interests for both countries to find an arrangement. Theresa May has signed a treaty which has increased the amount Britain contributes towards stopping refugees in Calais from passing the Channel. (Whillsher, 2018)This is a positive move which will strengthen the relationship with the French, whilst reducing the immigration risk. 
Delays
Politicians need to ensure that the public and trade of goods continue to flow post-Brexit. (Chapman, 2018) Delays at the Eurotunnel will be inconvenient for tourists traveling in and out of Britain, this may tarnish the tourists experience and could lead to them not wanting to return. Quick and efficient custom checks will need to be put in place so the tunnel can avoid long waits and congestion. This will require significant funding on more recruitment, staffing, and infrastructure.
Borders and Infrastructure 
From the leave date, World Trade Organization rules will be in place for the transit of goods from Europe to Britain, thus new infrastructure to enable tracking of goods and areas for Border Force to examine goods is needed. (National Audit Office, 2018,P.37) WTO rules would require infrastructure such as ‘temporary storage facilities, customs and customs clearance facilities at the border, customs and customs clearance facilities away from the border.’ (National Audit Office, 2018, P.38)The UK is not prepared and does not have enough time to construct new infrastructure before its exit date. Building such infrastructure could take years. It is suggested that politicians and transport planners put up temporary facilities so borders can continue to operate in March. If no temporary facility is put in place, borders would not be complying to rules, and may have to close whilst such structures were put in place, directly affecting transport routes and tourism.
Employment 
Leaving the EU threatens our right to freedom of movement. Many Britons work and live in other EU countries. Brexit may result in changes limiting the travel and tourism industries ability to hire EU migrants. (Abta, 2016, P.2) This would result in many businesses being unable to fulfil job roles. The House of Commons cite Wells, whom states JacTravel ‘employed 70% EU nationals in London’ to increase the company’s ability for intercultural communication with EU countries. This allowed business agreements to be confirmed in different languages. (House of Commons, 2018, P.13)
Recommendations 
It is suggested that politicians try to retain membership of the European Economic Area for at least a transition period to keep the advantages of the single market. (Larsson, 2018) Investment is needed for more staff in airports to conduct the further checks that will be required. It is apparent that new rules regarding borders and trade will need to be negotiated. However, to avoid disruption a buffer period of continuing as normal until new terms have been agreed is suggested. To mitigate congestion of the Eurotunnel it is recommended that both sides hire more staff, more border control will also be needed to avoid migration. Eurotunnel have spoken of technology such as van and freight scanners, to help reduce wait times. (www.eurotunnel.com, 2018) These will need to be installed and in use ready for the leave date. Funding for additional staff will reduce delay time and congestion, relieving pressure off of transport routes. The French and British governments need to liaise and organise how the Eurotunnel can continue, to avoid disruption in March. 
Conclusion
It is evident that without a solid contingency plan in place, airlines and the Channel Tunnel would be unable to function as normal on the 29th of March. Politicians need to secure agreements with the relevant authorities to ensure transport routes can continue. Remaining a member of the single aviation market for at least a transition period, would benefit the aviation industry. The British government needs to form a working agreement with the America government. Areas like infrastructure and border control will need significant investment before March, if they are to continue the smooth operation of both industries. For tourism to continue, politicians need to have transport route contingencies in place. Investment in borders and more staffing will reduce worries of immigration and mitigate delays for both transport methods. New legislation takes a long time to be processed so transitional periods are strongly recommended. Reassuringly, the UK and Europe both rely on one another, thus making foreword planning in everyone’s best interests. 
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