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Ms Anne Sibbald                                                                                                                       Word Count: 528
Janklow & Nesbit Associates

Dear Ms Sibbald,

 I am contacting you to express my belief that the poetry collection I have written called Bodies of Water would hold great interest to you. When I read your bio, I was instantly struck with the thought that my collection would be perfect for an agent such as yourself, as you indicate a belief that storytelling is a form of expressing ourselves and our perception of the world. I believe that what I have written embodies this belief. The collection I have written is comprised of poems relating to human psychology, memoirs, storytelling and more; all held together by the running theme of man-made and naturally occurring bodies of water. 
The human body is around 50-65% water. We depend on being hydrated to live. Water is a vital and daily part of our lives that has for thousands of years also had a deep spiritual connection to humanity. Cultures across the globe have often worshipped deities that represent the seas or rivers and our relationship with water has defined us as a species. My collection of poems explores these concepts and tells stories from around the world- some true and some fictional. I have always felt that writing comes from within and is an expression of how we feel about our lives, no matter what form it takes. For me, poetry is an outlet to explain in my own words what I have seen and felt. 
   I have been studying to achieve a degree in BA Creative Writing at UWTSD for the past three years. Over that time I have not only learnt about writing, but have had the opportunity to study classical civilisations, mythology, archaeology and history across a range of time periods. I was inspired by what I had learned and resolved to tell the stories of people that have lived throughout history, and to write about places I have only dreamed about visiting. I believe this will appeal to a vast array of people who feel the same as I do- people who wish to learn about the lives of others, past and present. This is why I believe that I would be a good fit for you, as I believe this is what you’re looking for.
     I chose to write this collection after a deep introspective period, where I reflected upon my life and my experiences to date. Recalling predominantly instances of being surrounded by nature, I found myself drawn to the concept of water and the stories that it holds throughout time. This is what drove me to begin writing, drawing on my own life and the history I had learned about others’ lives across the world and throughout time.
I have no previous publications; however I continue to write both poetry and fiction- I have been researching a novel for my next project, departing completely from my usual style of writing.
Thank you for time, I’m looking forward to hearing from you and hope that you enjoy the synopsis and sample I have attached. The total collection consists of ten poems and is around 60, 000 words long.

Yours sincerely, 
Luke Griffin
Bodies of Water: A Collection of Poetry about Lakes, Rivers and the Sea
Synopsis:
Word Count: 978
The collection opens with a short introduction by the author that reads:

“We as a people have always been tied to water. Without it we cannot live. Throughout history our lives have been centred around water- cities are built along rivers, the oceans allow us to circumnavigate the globe. In this collection of poems, our connection to aqua vitae is explored.”

After the contents are listed, the first poem, By the Riverside, begins. It is an account of life in modern rural England and tells of a summer evening where a group of friends travel to a nearby river to drink and smoke cigarettes. It is a free verse poem that captures the carefree lifestyle that many of us once led as teenagers and seeks to portray a peaceful world before adulthood.
The next poem, Reflections on the Pier, is a short poem that muses the limitations of modern life through the eyes of a man at the beach at night. He observes a passing bird and wishes that he too could fly, and as he gazes into the sea, he sees himself reflected in a distorted manner. The poem tackles the idea of being stuck in life and feeling like there is nowhere to go, before realising that waiting around for opportunities to move forward is not how life works and that you must work to make things happen for yourself. 
The next poem is a longer piece entitled Source of a Civilisation and is a ballad that tells the story of the Ancient Egyptian civilisation from the point of view of the Nile, with reference to historical events and Egyptian culture. It details the growth of the civilisation from the banks of the Nile to the construction of the pyramids, while briefly explaining the lives of key pharaohs that advanced the Egyptian way of life. These include but are not limited to Akhenaten and Nefertiti, Ramses II and Cleopatra, and Tutankhamen. The poem concludes with the collapse of the civilisation and ruminates on the idea of the Nile providing life for a new civilisation in the future.
Over the Bridge is a love poem about wanting to take someone to the Pont des Arts bridge in Paris. The bride crosses the river Seine and has over a million padlocks placed on its railings by couples, who write their names on the lock. The poem describes a person wishing that they could take their partner to Paris on a romantic holiday, despite their inability to do so for several reasons. The poem ends with the poet promising that one day they will take their beloved to the bridge, even if the locks aren’t there.
The Night Silence is inspired by a moonlight walk by a lake in the Welsh countryside. It is a pastoral poem that conveys a sense of eeriness through its extensive imagery. A heron disturbs the calmness of the lake and begins to hunt fish. The poem then addresses the reader, as if they had been the one to witness the heron, before finally reflecting on the cycle of life and death, a theme that runs throughout.
The next poem, Bjergfolk, is inspired by Scandinavian folklore and is the story of a medieval village on the banks of a river. The village is being plagued by a troll that steals livestock. It is from the perspective of the grandson of a goatherd, who sets out to find the troll’s lair. After journeying through a forest and into the hills, he finds the river’s source running out of the mouth of a cave. He ventures inside to discover the trolls lair, and one of his grandfather’s goats still alive. He resolves to bring the goat back unharmed but is confronted by the troll while leaving the cave. The rescued goat sacrifices itself for the boy to escape, who returns to his village. He leads a mob of villagers to the cave only to find the troll gone and the river run dry. 
This is followed by a poem called With the Fishes and is a longer comedic prose poem relaying the struggles of a pair of New York Mafia associates attempting to dispose of a body in the Hudson River. The pair struggle to lift the corpse as the deceased is large-framed, and they are frightened of being discovered due to the noisy attempt they make. They see a policeman on his rounds and are forced to converse with him, all the while trying to conceal the dead body. Eventually they are successful, only to turn round and discover the policeman watching them.
Losing Ground is a poem that uses the river Amazon as a metaphor for prolonged suffering. As the rainforest is diminished, its life-force, the Amazon, shrinks also, and begins to become unable to provide for the forest as it once did. The rainforest represents the human body and experience, with every event that damages it permanently affecting the mind and soul until the brain cannot take care of the body.
The Time Traveller is a short poem about the discovery of Ötzi, a Neolithic mummy that was found frozen in ice in the Alps. The poem relays the finding of the mummy in the glacier, and speculates on both Ötzi’s life, health and death, supported by scientific theories. 
1666 is an account of the Great Fire of London as witnessed by a ferryman on the Thames and is laden with vivid imagery to convey the horrific event. It particularly deals with conspiracies as to why the fire started, with the ferryman wondering helpless as he watches his city burn. It is a harrowing poem that is filled with shocking scenes and describes the fire’s effect on the population of London. It is the final poem in the collection.
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· The collection delves into the millennia-old relationship between humanity and water.
· Telling stories from around the world, Bodies of Water delivers an array of poetic forms- from ballads and epics to free verse and more.
· A detailed and thoughtful introduction by the author provides context for the themes and topic covered.
· Poetry that covers a vast array of sociological concepts and fascinating stories.

“Provides insight into a variety of cultures not often covered by mainstream media.” - Austin Macauley Publishers Ltd.
Luke Griffin is a poet and writer from Norfolk, England. Growing up in a flat county dominated by floodplains and ditches, he has been surrounded by bodies of water since his youth. This, and his passion for global history and different cultures, inspired him to write a collection of poems featuring stories set across the world, all interlinked by the running theme of naturally occurring bodies of water.
 He has a keen interest in both oceanic life and maritime travel, both of which shaped his poetry over the years. Aside from writing, he enjoys making music and hopes to travel Europe and America sometime after completing his degree in Creative Writing.
Bodies of Water: A Collection of Poetry about Lakes, Rivers and the Sea is his first published work, having been writing as a hobby for years before deciding to pursue it professionally.


“Bodies of Water tells the stories of more than just the poet. - Offbeat Poet Blog


“Thought-provoking and witty, this collection of poems is about more than just water. Informative as it is entertaining, Griffin’s debut publication is a must have for fans of modern poetry.”- Magma PoetryDistribution: Gardners
t: 01323 521555
e: uksales@gardners.com
w: https://www.gardners.com/
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Author Questionnaire

Word Count: 768

Your ideas, suggestions and contacts are a valuable part of the effective marketing of your book. Please complete this questionnaire in as much detail as you feel able to and return to [email] , with a high quality author photograph for use in publicity. 

 
                                                                   
1. Full name including degrees and professional qualifications (please indicate how you wish your name to appear on the book and in publicity material and catalogues). 

Luke Griffin, BA Creative Writing, A Levels in English Literature and Language, Psychology and Geography. 

2. Place and date of birth.

I was born in Norfolk & Norwich Hospital in 2000, on the 16th of December.
3. Private contact address and telephone number.   
    
Email address: luke.griffin40@gmail.com
Telephone number: 07477 862883
        
4. Previous books (with publishers’ names and year of publication), and/or journal or magazine articles

This is my first attempt at publication.



5. Please write a short biographical piece that we can use, with details of education, academic qualifications, appointments, travel, awards, interests and any other relevant information about yourself. This should be a narrative rather than a straightforward CV

I was born just after the turn of the millennium in a county to the east of England: Norfolk. Throughout my childhood I moved frequently, even living in Italy for three years of my life. Upon returning and starting my education, I began to find a love for books and read every day until I was around sixteen. Even from a young age I read books that challenged me, and I found that by forcing myself to read books far beyond my level I gained a vocabulary far beyond what was expected of me as a young child. This continued into my teenage years, where I began to use writing as a form of escapism. After getting an A* in English Language at GCSE, I realised that I could hone my writing into a skill rather than a hobby, and over the course of the last six years I have been working to improve as a writer in as many fields as possible. At A level I discovered a passion for poetry, and began composing poems recreationally, as I had once written stories. Currently I am working on both new poetry and a bringing together the basis for a novel.
I have long been fascinated with the culture of Eastern-Europe and would love to travel there extensively- if I were fortunate enough to do so, it is my intention to write a travel journal, with potential to be expanded into a work of fiction.

6. Please write a brief description (in about 200 words) of your book to be used as a basis for publicity material – the book’s cover or jacket, leaflets and catalogues. 

Bodies of Water: A Collection of Poems about Lakes, Rivers and the Sea is a short poetry collection that delves into the historical relationship that we have with water. With an introduction by the author that explores the concepts throughout, Bodies of Water tells the stories of both real and fictitious people over the course of millennia. All of these poems have one thing in common: they take place in or around naturally occurring bodies of water.
The poetry comprising the collection takes a variety of forms, reflecting their subject matter and setting, and includes:
A ballad about Ancient Egypt, told through the eyes of the river that raised a civilisation- the Nile.
The tale of a young boy that confronts the troll that has been terrorising his village, based on traditional Scandinavian folklore.
A free verse poem that relays a memory from the author’s childhood, an excerpt of life in Norfolk, England.
A poem capturing the stillness and beauty of a lake in the Welsh hills at night.
Prose poetry covering a range of topics from comedy to environmental concerns.
Historical poetry that tells often-unheard stories from history, such as the point-of-view of the public during the Great Fire of London and the discovery of the neolithic ice mummy Ötzi, and many more besides.

 Is there an intended audience for your book?
The intended audience for my collection is other poets, and more casual poetry fans- particularly those who have recently become interested in poetry. Ideally my collection will appeal to a range of demographics, such as those who wish to learn about history, those who grew up in the same area as myself, and those who wish to know more about our long-running relationship with rivers, lakes and the sea.

7. Please give details of any forthcoming events relevant to your book, such as conferences, readings, concert tours and soon, both in Britain and abroad.

I will be organising an open-mic poetry night at a local venue in August, at which I will perform a reading of several of the poems in the collection- alongside anyone else who wishes to share their own poetry.

8. Are there any towns or areas where you would recommend special promotion such as a local bookshop or local media?

In the town that I grew up in there are several bookshops that support local writers and other businesses, and one in particular would be interested in hosting an event such as the one described above.
9. Please list the names of any societies, associations, or professional institutes whose members may be interested in your book, with a contact name if you have one. (Tick any that you belong to.)

The Poetry Society- marketing@poetrysociety.org.uk
National Poetry Library- info@poetrylibrary.org.uk
Long Poem Magazine- longpoemmagazine@gmail.com

10. We will send review copies and/or press releases to journalists at the relevant specialist and general press. Please list those you consider should be included, with contact names if you have them.

Review copies should be sent to:
André Naffis-Sahely, Editor of Poetry London: admin@poetrylondon.co.uk
Exiled writers Ink: exiledwritersink@gmail.com
Thrush Poetry Journal: editorthrushpoetryjournal@gmail.com
Poetry Magazine- The Poetry Foundation: poetrymagazine@emailcustomerservice.com

11. Does your book have any news value to help us secure the interest of the mainstream media? Is there an interesting backstory to your project? What was your point of inspiration for the project?

Bodies of Water tells both historical and current stories, providing a fresh perspective on several important events and topics such as politics, mental health and personal experiences. The collection was inspired by an amalgamation of knowledge I have learned over my life, and things that I have seen and considered carefully.



12. Are you a social media user? Please list any relevant accounts.

I am not a social media user; however I have made the decision to begin investing in social media as a means of sharing my poetry in order to have it read by as many people as possible.


Thank you very much for taking the time to complete our questionnaire. Please feel free to forward further information or ideas to us at any time!
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