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[bookmark: _GoBack]UNCRC Briefing paper.The United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC) is an international agreement that protects the human rights of children under the age of 18.- (Familiesoutside, No date)
“Every child has rights, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status”- (UNICEF, no date)




Article 3.
The way in which practitioners and multi-agencies work together can achieve a positive impact on children’s health, development and learning in meeting all their needs. Every Child Matters take notice of the holistic approach importance, stating that all professionals, multi-agencies and parents/guardians should work together in order to achieve the best possible outcomes for children in their care. (Tassoni, 2010)
The foundation phase framework (2015) aim is ensuring children receive a good start in and the best starting point for them to develop and grow. For children with social and emotional difficulties to become involved within the setting and activities, the activities must be appropriate, engaging and interesting.
According to Martin and Joomis (2007) During times of separation practitioners should put strategies in place allowing the children to receive the support needed. For example, sticker charts are often a great strategy to have in place for children that may struggle with social and emotional difficulties, the reward of a sticker promotes self-esteem and confidence which also links in as part of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs.
Practitioners are also needed to understand the way in which children develop for them to be able to plan appropriate curriculum and learn about their development needs. (Welsh Government, 2015)
Article 12.
Children should be given opportunities to gain an understanding of their own development and appreciate their development of skills. Children should also be able to express their thoughts and feelings on how they are progressing throughout different tasks and activities. (Welsh government, 2017).
Scotland’s commissioner for children and young people (2017) states that children have a right allowing them to express their own opinions and should not feel that what they are thinking or saying is being ignored, dismissed or regarded as invalid.
According to the Welsh Government (2014) The children’s commissioners for Wales focus to ensure that all children are respected and that their voice is taken notice of and valued in their settings when decisions are being made involving them. It is also emphasised by Every Child Matters that children have the right to express themselves and share their own opinions with others.
When planning for a child’s development it is important to work with them in ways that allows them to feel valued, if practitioners do not do this it could leave the child completely uninterested in those activities and play opportunities they have had planned for them.(Tassoni,2010)

Article 16.
Majority of settings should have a confidentiality policy in place which should be read and followed by all practitioners involved in the setting. Therefore, when it comes to sharing information it must only be with the appropriate people and not discussing any personal information about any child or their family outside of the setting environment. (Tassoni,2010)
 The importance of safeguarding is also strengthened by the Education Act 2002, which state that in order to promote the welfare of all children practitioners must follow the settings guidelines. (Legislation.co.uk, No date)
The Foundation Phase Framework also includes and further strengthens the school’s duties to maintain the welfare and safety of all children (Welsh Government, 2015) The importance of sharing information with the appropriate people and how it is a key factor when it comes to safe guarding and maintaining the welfare of children is stated by the NSPCC also. (NSPCC, 2015)

Article 31.
Play is seen as an important activity in children’s lives. It encourages the way children explore their world and acquire knowledge. (McInnes et al. 2013; Møller 2015).
Maria Montessori believes that setting environments should be all have many well organised and easily accessible learning materials that all children of different ages, characteristics and interests can engage in and fined interesting. Montessori’s approach is allowing children to learn about the world through hands on experiences. (Learning theories, 2016)
Both Every Child Matters framework and the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) state that all children should be able to have free choice and access to a variety of resources. It is also said that settings must provide options to meet the needs of each individual child. When it comes to a child who is dealing with parental separation, appropriate activities need to be planned by the practitioner in order to support them and make them feel that bit more at ease and comfortable within the setting environment. This link with not only Article 31 of the UNCRC but also to Bowlby’s attachment theory which highlights the importance of developing a secure attachment relationship between the child and practitioners allowing them to feel safe and secure according to Miller and Pound (2011)


To conclude, it is highlighted throughout these articles that the voice of a child is paramount when it comes to respecting their rights as a child. All four of the article’s link in how practitioners need to work in order to achieve the best outcomes for the child given the correct support. These all are included throughout the foundation phase , the law for Wales and many others as mentioned which shows high demand of its importance.
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