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Introduction
This assignment reports the study of “Studying while being a working parent”. To gain the information needed to complete the study I will be conducting 3 separate interviews, this researches qualitative data for this topic. The interviews will be semi structured consisting of 3 main questions, this being a less formal approach.
“The semi-structured interview is a qualitative data collection strategy in which the researcher asks informants a series of predetermined but open-ended questions. The researcher has more control over the topics of the interview than an unstructured interview.” (Given, 2008).
The reason behind choosing to do research on this topic is to gain some insight from others and to see how they find/found studying while being a working parent, to compare how they all managed and to find any themes between the different interviews. I have a personal reason for choosing to do this particular topic, I have in the past and am currently a working parent while studying and I am interested to see how others have managed and any difficulties they may also have faced along the way.

Research Procedure and Interviewing Methods
Qualitative Data and the approach, this is the means of collecting non numerical data and can be collected in various ways, I have chosen to use the interview method to collect the data I needed to complete my research. Theses are the steps I followed to carry out assignment.
· After deciding on the topic of my study, I then had to find the appropriate candidates to take part. This wasn’t a difficult decision as I chose a person that I am currently studying with and 2 that I have previously studied with that all fit the criteria needed.
· The next step was to construct the layout of my interview, decide on the relevant questions that I would be asking and to sort out the relevant paper work needed to conduct the interviews, for example, ethics forms and participant agreement forms, the ethics form needed to be filled out before conducting any of the interviews.
· The next stage was to ask the participants if they were willing to help me and take part in my studies, if they accept then the participant agreement form would need to be signed prior to the interview taking place. This is a necessary part of the interview procedure for the privacy of the interviewee and keeps it ethical.
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· Conducting each interview, for these to take place a date, time and place had to be arranged between myself and my interview participants. Different locations 
· were used to complete each interview, this was due to time and convenience form myself and my interviewees. 
· Once all interviews had been conducted, they were then transcribed into a word document to help me to complete my assignment. Names were changed the persons initials only for privacy reasons.

This was the process I followed for all 3 participants that agreed to take part in the interviews I had created, each one was chosen as I felt the topic was relevant personally to them. This enables the whole process to run as smoothly as possible, there were a couple of hurdles along the way. I was let down by 2 people that had agreed to be interviewed, fortunately I did have a back-ups and was able to do my final 2 interviews but they were done later than expected. Preparing for the interviews was a little time consuming but was needed to make sure that all aspects of interviewing regulations were adhered to, ethical values and to ensure the privacy of the interviewees.
“A qualitative interview is a more personal form of research compared to questionnaires. The interviewer can probe or ask follow-up research questions of the interview participant. In some cases, subjects may start to interview the interviewer. This fosters deep discussion of the interview topic.” (Taylor, 2019).
Not having done interviews in this way previously, I found that when I was conducting the first interview that it wasn’t as easy or as straight forward as I had originally thought it would be. This was due to keeping the interviewee interested and to speak openly to the questions I had set out, but it did get  easier with the next 2 as I knew what to expect from conducting the 1st interview.
When interviewing, the interviewer needs to show empathy, have great rapprt and listening skills. (Mcniff, 2017).
Interview Themes
Once all 3 interviews had been completed, they then had to be transcribed into a word document. this was to enable me to read through what had been discussed in the interviews and to find themes between all 3.
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“Thematic analysis is a method of analyzing qualitative data. It is usually applied to a set of texts, such as interview transcripts. The researcher closely examines the data to identify common themes – topics, ideas and patterns of meaning that come up repeatedly.” (Caulfield, 2019).

Theme 1:
Challenges faced
“The challenges I faced, the actual main challenge I find difficult is managing my time, it’s hard to juggle the time between all 3 things, the kids, work and uni. With working nights at weekends, this affected my sleeping patterns, which then has had a knock on effect with Uni and my everyday home life. I sometimes feel that the kids don’t always get my full attention, as I am constantly tired or busy studying, working and running a home. I have 2 dogs that also fight for my attention and time.”(LR)
“There are many challenges, just raising a family is a challenge in itself (laughs), but challenges are what makes us stronger. I’d have to say probably the main challenge I faced while studying was time. Raising a 3 year old, keeping the home clean and tidy and trying to fit in time to do my assignments was what I found the most challenging.”(AH)
“It wasn’t easy and there were a few challenges along the way. There never seemed to be enough hours in a day (laughs). I was only in college 3 days a week but on these day’s I was up early to get myself and my 2 children ready for school and college, the evenings were spent cooking, cleaning and entertaining the kids.”(KD)

Although all 3 interviewees have faced different challenges along the way, it seems that they manage to over come them to be able to carry on with their study and everyday life.
Theme 2:
Available Support
“The support I have received from the tutors and fellow students have been a massive support in helping me though challenging times.”(LR)

“The support I have received from the tutors and fellow students have been a massive support in helping me though challenging times.” “I also received a lot of help from my fellow students, they were happy to share note that they had taken in class.” (AH)

“I was lucky enough to have ample support from family and friends and work was very understanding to my situation.”(KD)

It would appear that all 3 interviewees had a very strong support network. The support came from different avenues, family, friends, classmates and tutors. The support they received through their time studying seemed to help them and its nice to see that there is so much support out there for people to achieve their goals.

Theme 3:
Time Management
“I struggle with time, being a single parent I have recently had to give up my weekend job due to child care issues. I have had to take on work where I can work from home to make things easier.”(LR)
“I had to take some time out from college due to a personal issue, this meant that I fell behind with my studies.”(AH)

“There were a few times when I needed an extension to get my work finished and they were very accommodating. They were always there to help me when I needed.”(KD)
It would appear that time management was something they all struggled with but in different ways. Raising a family while studying and working isn’t an easy task, but from what this study has shown that even when time isn’t on your side there are ways around it. Something may take longer to get where you need to be, but there is help out there to get you there from many sources.
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Conclusion
To conclude my findings, it would appear that if in the future I need to carry out qualitative data interviews that I would need to spend a bit more time researching all the information, this would help me to have a better understanding of what it actually entailed. However I don’t feel that my interviews went to badly considering I hadn’t done this before. I feel like I found the information I was looking for and I was able to create 3 themes from the data I had gathered from all 3 interviewees. They all seemed to face many different challenges along their journey, but regardless of what that challenge was they were able to over come the difficulties. It would appear that they all had a great support network around them and the educational institution they were studying at were equally as supportive towards them. 
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